
Insignificant No More 
Ancient Church/Modern Problems 

We are starting a sermon series called Ancient Church, Modern Problems. This series will be based on 
the book of 1st Corinthians. It’s a letter to a church in the city of Corinth, Greece. 

 
Hence the name Corinth-ians. 

 
The church was founded a few years after Jesus’ death and resurrection by a missionary named Paul. He 
founded it on his second missionary journey. There’s a lot written about the church. Because of it, we can 
produce a fairly decent Church Directory. 

 
Paul, the founding pastor. 
Apollos, a later pastor. 
Silas, the associate pastor. 

Timothy, the youth pastor. 
Aquila, a Jewish tentmaker and wife Priscilla. 
Crispus, the Synagogue ruler and his family. 

Gaius. 
Fortunatus. 
Achaius. 

The household of a man named Stephanas. 
The household of a woman named Chloe. 

Some more Hebrews. 
A large collection of Greeks. 

 
The unique thing about the church is how large it grew despite intense opposition. When it first 

started, non-believing Jews vehemently opposed the church’s message. They didn’t like Jesus and they didn’t 
like his followers. 
 

In fact, Acts 18 tells the story about how the local Jewish leaders grew so angry with Pastor Paul that they 
threatened to kill him. When the local government wouldn’t allow it, they beat up a government official in 
frustration. 

 

It wasn’t just the local Jewish religion that was against the church. The Greek population didn’t like their 
teachings either. Their culture allowed for very loose morals. 
 

Greed. Because it was a high-level merchant port city, there was an emphasis on doing whatever it takes – 

fraud, theft, robbery – to get a lavish lifestyle. This selfish lifestyle led to a large divide between the very 
rich and the very poor. Some of whom were forced into the booming slavery industry. 

 
Immorality. The ancient Greek gods didn’t just allow for multiple, non-committed sexual partners outside of 
marriage. Some of them encouraged group sex as a form of worship. If you were a high roller, you could buy 
yourself a prostitute – male or female – at the gift shop right outside the temple. 

 
Gluttony. The high levels of wealth allowed citizens to spend money on overconsumption of food and drink. 
Weekend binge drinking went into the week. After gorging on a feast of sausage, blood pudding, young’s sow’s 
udder, lobster, and mullet, a person could get up and head to one of the vomitoriums – a room adjacent to the 

dining room where you could tickle your throat with a feather, throw up, and head back for the second course. 
 
In such a society, the message of Jesus wasn’t very appreciated. 

 
You believe in a higher being? That’s hogwash. 
God hates sin and cares about how I live my life? What are you some kind of cult? 

Uh oh…Better not make the imaginary sky man angry. He’ll wag his finger at me. 
That last one was a tweet I read on Thursday. 



 
Because of the persecution they were facing, the Corinthian church was discouraged. 
So, their founding pastor wrote them a letter. 

 

I. One God’s Wisdom is Man’s Foolishness 
 
The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to those who are being saved it 
is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

 
Foolishness. 

 
That’s deflating to read from your former pastor. 
 

Everything that I taught you was foolishness. 

Everything you believe is foolishness. 
Everything we stand for is foolishness. 
 

But there’s a caveat. It’s not foolishness to everyone. Just those who are perishing. That is the people 

opposed to God. 

 
Why does that happen? 

 

TRUTH: The wisdom of God is FOOLISHNESS to the world. The wisdom of the world is FOOLISHNESS 
to God. 
 
It’s like a foreign language. If you have never studied it before, it can sound strange. 

 
A while back I was at a coffee shop, and I heard two people speaking in Chinese. Now, I don’t know Chinese. 

I didn’t understand what they were saying. So, when I was listening, the sounds and syllables seemed like 

foolishness to me. 

 
Then, a third friend showed up and they began speaking in English. Turns out they were scientists 
discussing results of a recent laboratory test for a new medicine they were creating. 

 

Not foolishness at all. 
 

God’s language is different than that of humans. There are a few reasons for that. 

 
1) Knowledge. I once told some Preschoolers that balloons can get big enough to lift people into the air. 

 
They laughed and called me silly. 

 
I’ve since moved on (with therapy), but the point remains: A lack of knowledge can lead one to the 

conclusion that the someone with more knowledge is being foolish. 
 

That’s true theologically. 
God is all knowing. Humans are little knowing. 

We only know what we’ve been taught about the universe. 
God is the One who thought the thoughts behind it. 
 

What can sometimes seem like God’s foolishness is just be beyond our understanding. 

 

2) Limitations. Humans are finite people. We exist in a certain time frame, in a certain space, at a 
certain depth. 

 

We are limited. 
God doesn’t have limitations. 



He is through all time, all space, and all depth. 
 
That means we have different perspectives. We are like a tiny millimetric dot on a 20 foot jumping 

ropes. We can only see so far. 
 
But God is the one holding the rope. He sees things differently. 

 

3) Holiness. God is holy. Humans are sinful. These two things are diametrically opposed to one another. 
Which means – they think of things in opposing ways! 
 

It’s like two countries going to war. Both countries think they are right and that the other is wrong. 

 
God thinks he’s right. 
Humans think they are. 

Only someone isn’t. 

 

 II. Proving to be Wise 
 

Who, then, is wise? Who is foolish? Read on. 

 
It is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will 

frustrate.”Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? (v.19-20) 
 

The wise man says, “That’s foolishness… 

 
…You can’t make a blind person see by covering his eyes with mud.” 

…You can’t make a deaf person hear by talking to him.” 
…You can’t make a paralytic walk by speaking to him.” 
…You can’t calm a storm by waving your hand.” 
…You can’t walk on water.” 

…You can’t feed 5,000 plus people with a few loaves of bread and some fish.” 

 
But whatever they called foolish. 

God called reality. 

 

And made it reality. 
 
TRUTH: God has made human WISDOM into FOOLISHNESS 

 
Want to play a round of Jeopardy? God wins. 
Trivia Pursuit? God wins. 

Who wants to be a millionaire? You’ll lose all your lifelines just to get God’s very first question wrong. 

 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom! 
 
So… 

 
Allow God to trash talk. 
 

Where is the wise person? 

Where is the teacher of the law? 
Where is the philosopher? 
 

Where is the Research Triangle scientist? 
Where is the Instagram celebrity? 

Where is the Duke University Professor? 



 
Where is the talking head on CNN? 
Where is the political pundit on Fox News? 

 
They are nowhere near the level of wisdom that comes with our Divine God. 
God has proven it. 

And nowhere has God more clearly proven the cross. 

 

III. The Foolishness of the Cross 
 

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased 
through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength. (v.212-26) 
 

The Crucifixion is foolishness to human wisdom. 
 

If you’re not a believer, you might agree. 
If you are, stop and consider… 

 
Our faith teaches that we are saved because God became human and died 2000 years ago. 
 

The Jew says, “Prove it! Do a miracle. Showcase your power. Prove your authority to say that.” 

The Greek says, “Prove it! Do some logic. Do some rhetoric. Prove the wisdom of that.” 
 

And God says, “Nope.” 
 
Well, except for this. 
 

Kill me. 

Make sure I’m really dead. 
Bury me in a grave. 

 

Three days later. 

 
I come back to life. 
 

TRUTH: The greatest example of this dichotomy is THE CRUCIFIXION 
 
It seemed like foolishness It seemed like foolishness to Jesus’ own disciples. 

 

A happy foolishness. 
But foolishness none the less. 
 
Then they saw him. 

They touched him. 
They hugged him. 
 

As foolish as it seemed… 

 
God had made it reality. 
 

Jesus had risen from the dead. 
Their sins had been removed. 

 



In contrast to human wisdom that says, “I’ve got to do something.” 
God’s wisdom says, “But you can’t. So, I did it for you.” 
 

The foolishness wasn’t in God’s wisdom. 
The foolishness was in thinking that God’s wisdom was foolishness. 
 

And the greatest foolishness is in seeing the reality of God’s wisdom. 

And still sticking with your foolishness. 
 
Repent. 

Trust God’s Foolishness. 

 
In doing so, there’s great news for you. 
 

IV. The Foolish Are Chosen 
 
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by 

human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 

strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not 
(v.26-28) 

 
Before I mentioned a bit about the Corinthian congregation. 
 

Aquila was a tentmaker. Blue collar. Not impressive. 

Priscilla was his wife. Not a tentmaker, just the tentmaker’s wife. 
Crispus worked in the synagogue. 

 
The rest of them? No idea. Based on the words of verse 26, here are some ideas: 
 
Maybe Gaius was a janitor. 

Fortunatus a fry cook. 

Achaius a slave. 
 

To the world, they were insignificant. 

But they weren’t insignificant to God. 

 
To God, they were CHOSEN. 
 

TRUTH: God chose the “FOOLISH” 
 
And he still does. 

 

So… 
 
If you feel foolish. 
If you feel insignificant. 

If you feel unpopular, unliked, unworthy. 
 
Trust Jesus. 

 

He doesn’t call you insignificant. 
Nor dumb. 
Nor foolish. 

 
He calls you CHOSEN. 

 



IV. What Now? 
 

1) Nullify Worldly Wisdom 
 
Understand what Scripture is saying. 
It is not that you should throw out all wisdom! 

 
Not at all. 

 
Still wash behind your ears. 

Still mind your manners. 
Still study addition, subtraction, geometry, and trigonometry. 

 
Worldly wisdom has value. 
It just has less value than godly wisdom. 
 

And when the two are clashing, take your less knowing, limited, sin tainted, human thoughts… 
And make them captive to God. 
 
God chose the lowly things of the world …to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast 

before him. 

 
And God doesn’t want anyone to boast. 

Because when you boast, you are putting your faith in yourself. 

And according to His all-knowing, limitless, holy wisdom… 
 

You will not be able to save yourself. 

You will nullify yourself. 

 
So… 

 

When reason says, “That’s not a sin anymore,” Nullify: “Your word, O Lord, stands firm forever.” (Psalm 

119:89) 
When reason says, “Sin isn’t a big of a deal;” Nullify: “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 3:23) 

When reason says, “God wouldn’t become a man,” Nullify “God became flesh.” (John 1:14) 

When reason says, “My sin is too big!” Nullify, “The blood of Jesus his son purifies us of all sin.” (1 Jn 1:7) 
When reason says, “I’ve got to earn my way to heaven!” Nullify: “It is by grace you have been saved.” (Eph. 

2:8) 

When reason says, “No one comes back from death.” Nullify, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives and believes in me, will never die.” (Jn 11) 

 

2) Seek God’s Wisdom 

 
Do you remember that one kid in grade school? You know. The one who was really smart. He got all A+’s, 
100 percent on his projects. 4.3’s on his report cards. Didn’t matter the subject. He was good at science, 
math, social studies, reading, writing, even Weekly Reader. 

 

Sometimes we would have group projects. When we did, everyone tried to be his partner. 
Immediately, everyone would turn to him and say, “You’re my partner!” 
Cause if he was your partner, you’d get a perfect grade. 

 
Do the same with Jesus. 

Seek him. 
Receive his wisdom. 

 

And look what that wisdom ultimately provides: 



It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in 
the Lord.” (v.30-31) 

 
That’s why we’re here. 
That’s why we do what we do. 

 

We don’t boast in ourselves. 
We boast in the Lord. 
 

We don’t boast in our degrees. 

We don’t boast in our high school diplomas. 
We don’t boast in a bachelor’s or a master’s or a doctorate. 
We boast in the Lord. 

 

We don’t boast in our political affiliation. 
We don’t boast in our favorite news item. 
We don’t boast in the zinger of meme that really gets those who disagree with us. 

We don’t boast in the Lord! 

 
We don’t boast in our IQ score. 

We don’t boast in our EOG result. 

We don’t boast in what university we went to. 
 

We boast in the Lord. 

 
Because he is our Righteousness. 
Because he is our Holiness. 

Because he is our Redemption! 

 

Because he is our Wisdom. 
 
Amen. 


