
Grow Up! 
Ancient Church/Modern Problems 

We are in the book of 1 Corinthians. It is a letter written to a church in Corinth, Greece by their founding 
pastor, Paul. 

 
In last week’s message Paul reminded them that the message of Jesus is foolishness to the world, but the 
power of God to those who believe. This is because God’s wisdom comes from a limitless, all knowing, holy 

divine being, while human wisdom comes from limited, little-knowing, sin-tainted people. As a result, 
there’s a disconnect. 

 
It’s like binary code. Have you ever seen it? It is a series of zeros and ones which are used to write digital 
data. This system allows for complex computer processors to function. It tells your laptop to boot up 
Windows. It commands the graphics card to boot up a photo of a waterfall. It stores the rhythm and 

soundwaves on the latest Bruno Mars album. 
 
Binary code is very smart. 
If you don’t understand it, well… 

 

What part of 01000010 don’t you understand? 

 
It’s the same with God’s wisdom. 

 

It’s eternally high. 
We are humanly low. 

 

To humans, God’s wisdom appears like foolishness. 

In reality, it is divine wisdom. 
 

The rest of Paul’s letter (and this sermon series) will be filled with examples of this foolish wisdom of God. 

 

I. The Division at Corinth 
 
The first example we are looking at, actually started in chapter 1. We read it last week: 

 
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with 

one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 
united in mind and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me 
that there are quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 
follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” (v.10-12) 

 
Chloe is a member of the church in Corinth. Apparently, she’s tight with Paul. Maybe she sat up from for 

his sermons, nodded along at his points, and left little bags of berries on his desk as a “thank you” for all his 
work. 

 
When Paul finds out about the divisions, how would you expect him to react? 

 
Thanks for sharing this with me Chloe. I agree with you that my way of doing things is the best way to do 
things. 

What did Apollos change? Tell him that we don’t do things that way in Corinth. 
What did Cephas suggest? He’s thinking from a Jerusalem mindset. He doesn’t understand the Corinthian 

context. 
What about Jesus? He didn’t start this church…I did. 
 



Worldly wisdom would expect Paul’s pride to kick in as he builds a base of followers for himself. 
 
That’s not what he does. 

 
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are 
still worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for 

it. Indeed, you are still not ready. (1 Cor. 3:1-2) 

 
He calls them infants. If Paul was looking to add people to his faction, this seems like a bad way to do it. 
It’s like he’s tweeting mean things about opposing parties. Which works on converting people to your way 

of thinking about zero percent of the time. 

 
But it isn’t just that. He includes the people who say, “I follow Paul”, into the category of infants. 
 

If you did that as an Instagram celebrity, you’d probably lose half your number of followers. 

 
Why does Paul call them babies? Read verses 3 and 4. “You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy 
and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?” 

 

Because babies don’t do much. 
 

They eat. 

They sleep. 
They mess. 

They wake up. 

They whine. 
 
And that last one is exactly what the people of Corinth were doing. 

 

Whining. 

Crying. 
Pouting. 

 
At the beginning of their faith, Paul expected this. It’s the reason that Paul gave them spiritual milk. He 
taught them simple, basic truths of Scripture. He talked about Jesus dying on the cross to take away our sins 

and avoided deeper truths like eschatology, Christology, and the balance of predestination. 

 

But that was years ago. They should have grown by now. 
 
As it was, they still needed milk. 

They still needed formula. 
 
They hadn’t graduated past the Kid’s Lessons. 

They should enroll in VBS. 

They belonged in the PreK3 Green Lambs classroom. 
 
TRUTH: DIVISIVENESS is a sign of spiritual IMMATURITY 

 

Are you immature? How do you know? A few ideas… 
 
You whine when things at church don’t go your way. 

You badmouth one leader at church because you don’t like the way they do things. 

You get upset that more people are joining another growth group that isn’t yours. 
You go on social media and argue with other church people cause you’re the one that’s right. 

You refer to church people as others, “Those 9a-ers. Them later service people.” 
 

We must be very careful of that. God has blessed us to do some amazing ministries in the Triangle. 
Working together, we can Plant Jesus in a lot of different ways into the hearts of a lot of different people in 



the triangle. 
 
But if immaturity reigns, there are plenty of ways to divide. 

 
9am vs 11am. 
Traditional vs contemporary. 

Pastor Doug vs Pastor Phil. 

Lead teachers vs assistants. 
Republicans vs Democrats. 
Durham vs N. Raleigh 

Long time members vs newbies. 

 
The other day I held a baby. And that baby was really divisive. 
 

He started crying! 

He started whining. 
He started bawling. 
All because he wanted what he wanted. 

He wanted his mom. 

 
Do not take that approach to church. 

Don’t whine and cry and divide because you want what you want. 

 
If you do, well… 

 

Maybe you shouldn’t be here in the sanctuary. 
Perhaps, you’d be better served in the Infant Area. 
 

II. Be United 
 
Why should divisiveness be cast outside the church? 

 

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as 
the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making 

it grow. (v.5- 6) 

 

Paul planted. When he preached, gathered believers, and rented a location, he was planting. Taking tiny 
seeds, pushing them 2 inches into the soil, covering them with dirt. 
 

Apollos watered. When he led Bible studies, preached sermons, and held counseling sessions, he was 
watering. Taking his hose, putting on the nozzle, turning it to the shower setting, and sprinkling the tiny 
blades. 

 

Of course… 
 
You can plan and water without experiencing growth. 
For a plant to grow, do you know what you need? 

 
God. 
 

TRUTH: We are united Under GOD 

 
He’s the grower! 
He’s the reason you are part of this family. 

He’s the reason this family exists. 
He’s the reason we’re growing into Durham. 

He’s the reason we will exist it the future. 



 
So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things 
grow. (v.7) 

 
It’s like a canning factory. The Bush’s Baked Beans for example. They have a lot of people working at that 
factory. 

 

There’s Bob, the quality checker. He always checks the brown beans to make sure they are brown. 
There’s Bill, the label putter-on-er. He ensures the brown beans label is put on seamlessly along the edges. 
 

Both Bill and Bob put in a lot of effort. 

 
But in the end, what do people go into the store to buy? 
 

It’s not Bob’s Beans. 

It’s not Bill’s Beans. 
 
It’s Bush’s Baked Beans. 

 

This is God’s ministry. 
 

It’s not mine. 

It’s not Pastor Doug’s. 
It’s not yours. 

 

It belongs to God. 
 
All of it. 

 

The ministry at 9a. 

The ministry at 11a. 
The ministry in N. Raleigh. 

The ministry at Durham. 
The ministry at Precious Lambs. 
 

It all belongs to God. 

 

That reason for unity leads to more reasons for unity: We are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 
field, God’s building. (v.9) 
 

Ministers are co-workers. That’s how Paul saw himself and Apollos. And Peter. And Timothy. And Titus. 
And guys he didn’t even know the name of that served at churches he didn’t start. 
 

They were coworkers. 

 
Not competitors. 
Not combatants. 

Not opponents. 

 
Coworkers. 
 

It’s the same with our staff. Pastor Doug, myself. Tom, the worship guy. Danielle, the coordinator. Robin the 

admin. Randy the maintenance guy. The Lead teachers. The Assistant teachers. The kitchen team. 
 

All are on the same team. 
All are working for Jesus. 

 
If we’re not opposed to each other. 



Neither should you be. 
 
You are God’s Field. 

 
A field is where you grow things. 
 

Okra and parsley. 

Oats, peas, beans and barley. 
Pumpkins, and squash. 
 

God is growing things in this field. 

 
Godly moms and dads. 
Jesus-loving husbands and wives. 

Young people on fire for his message. 

Seniors clinging to his hope. 
Babies that love him. 
 

God loves everything in his field! If you were out with God looking at this field, you could hear it in his 

voice: 
 

Look at my carrots! Aren’t they turning out nicely? 

These green beans are doing great! 
Check out the kohlrabi. It’s looks so…kohl rabi. 

 

The onions are struggling this year. But I really want them to grow. So I’ve had servants working on them 
each day. 
 

You are God’s Building 

 

Buildings have many rooms. There are offices, hallways, entrance areas, workplaces, meetings rooms, and 
decorative alcoves. 

 
The problem is that we each want to be the penthouse suite… 
We want to be the boss’s office. 

We want to be the artfully decorated showcase room. 

 

But it isn’t about which room you are in God’s house. 
It’s about being in God’s house. 
 

Even if you’re mud room. 
Or the janitor’s closet. 
Or the crawlspace. 

 

You are in God’s building! 
Praise God. 

 

 III. How to Build Carefully 
 
Since God has carefully put us together as his building, he wants us to carefully continue to add to it. A 
caution: By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is 

building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the 

one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. (v.10-11) 
 
Building with a few different foundations wouldn’t be that smart. 

 
If 1/3 of the building rested in a 12-inch concrete foundation. 



Another 1/3 rested on 12 inches of sand. 
The final 1/3 rested on 18 inches of gravel. 
 

The thing would be off kilter. 
It wouldn’t be stable. 
It would fall. 

 

The same happens to this church if we build on anything other than Jesus. 
It will fall. 
 

Build carefully on Jesus. 

 
He is a firm foundation. 
He is THE firm foundation. 

 

He conquered sin. 
He conquered guilt. 
He conquered shame. 

 

He conquered death. 
 

Death can’t even put cracks in The Foundation! 

He is an Everlasting Foundation that will never break. 
 

Build carefully on Jesus. 

And keep building with Jesus. 
 
If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work 

will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire. (v.12-

13) 

 
It sounds like the three little pigs. 

 
Don’t build with wood. 
Don’t build with straw. 

Don’t built with hay. 

 

Don’t build with gold. 
Don’t build with silver. 
Don’t build with costly stones. 

 
Don’t build with personality. 
Don’t build with charisma. 

 

Don’t build with tradition. 
Don’t build with innovation. 
 

Don’t build with delicious cookies, excellent music, or friendly people. 

 
If this is all you use to grow your church, there won’t be any Jesus. 
 

A church built apart from Jesus will fall apart. 

 
Don’t get God’s Word wrong. These things aren’t bad. They can be very, very good things. But if they aren’t 

connected to Jesus, or aimed at getting people connected to Jesus, the church falls apart. 
 

Sometimes I wonder how much that happened over COVID. 
 



Cause there were people that used to be a part of this. 
That aren’t. 
 

How much of that was related to us not building them into Jesus? I don’t know. 
But we need to recommit. 
We’ve got to build on Jesus. 

He is our Firm Foundation. 

 
But there’s more warnings: Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple 

is sacred, and you are that temple. (v.16-17) 

 
Have you heard this passage before? 
 

Growing up, I knew this as the Smoking passage. 

Don’t smoke. Your body is God’s temple. 
 
In my teen years, the sexual immorality passage. 

Don’t be sexually immoral. Your body is God’s temple. 

 
To be fair, those things aren’t wrong. 

Your body is God’s temple. 

 
Keep it healthy. 

Avoid sexual immorality. 

 
But in context, that’s not what it’s talking about. 
This is a section about division. 

 

TRUTH: Division DESTROYS God’s temple. 

 
Not just the temple of a believer group. 

But the temple of your body. 
 
When you’re filled with divisiveness, it’ll destroy you. 

It’ll destroy your faith. 

It’ll destroy your fruits of faith. 

It’ll destroy your joy. 
It’ll destroy your peace. 
It’ll destroy you love. 

 
And when it’s done that. 
 

It’ll work through you to destroy this church. 

 
God doesn’t want that. 
God doesn’t want his church destroyed. 

God doesn’t want you destroyed. 

 
So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are of 

Christ, and Christ is of God. (v.21-23) 

 
Despite our envy. 

Despite our jealousy. 
Despite our divisiveness. 

 
Jesus died to make you his. 



 
Which leads to one more incredible reminder of unity! 
 

TRUTH: You are his. 
 
Sin doesn’t own you. 

Jealousy doesn’t own you. 

Envy doesn’t own you. 
Divisiveness doesn’t own you. 
 

God does. 

 
But did you know that the “You” in verse 23 isn’t singular? It’s plural. 
 

You are God’s. 

So is the guy sitting next to you. 
So is the lady in the back. 
So are the kids listening in the kids area. 

So is the person listening online. 

So is the person that goes to another service, worships in a different style, cheers for a different team, and 
votes a different way 

 

You all belong to God. 
You all are united by God. 

You are all united for God. 

Amen. 

 


