
I am a Sinful Man 
Angler to Apostle Series 

We are tracing the discipleship of the Apostle Peter from his early days as a fisherman to a leading apostle in 

Christ’s church. Last week Peter was called to his new job as disciple. 

 

But working as an early disciple of Jesus was a different than getting full time employment in today’s church. 

 

Most ministers today receive a salary. 

They receive health care. 

They might receive a housing allowance or a parsonage. 

Our group of churches has even set up a Pension as part of a retirement package. 

 

There was no pension for Peter. 

There was no retirement package. 

He didn’t even get a salary. 

 

He and the other disciples still needed to work at their fishing careers to care for their families. 

 

In Luke 5, that is exactly what Peter, his brother Andrew, and two other disciples, James and John, who were 

also fishermen had been doing. They had been out fishing all night and into the morning! 

 

Why? 

 

In part because the fish bit better it the early hours of twilight. 

But also because they had spent most of their day following Jesus. 

 

It’s like taking classes at the university all day long and then getting a job as a pizza delivery guy or a waitress to 

pay for the classes you are taking. (Some of you can relate) 

 

As morning comes, it’s time for discipleship school. Thankfully, they don’t have to travel far to attend. 

Scripture says it this way, “One time, while the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of 

God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.” 

 

Gennesaret is another name for the sea of Galilee. It’s a well-known area. This made it easy for people to come 

hear Jesus teach. 

 

Many did. In fact, the original Greek language in verse 1 read, “while the crowd was crowding on Jesus.” 

 

Unlike my experiences in high school where everyone wanted a back seat to take a nap… 

Everyone wanted to get close to teacher Jesus. 

Everyone wanted a front row seat. 

 

Jesus has an idea. 

 

He saw two boats there along the lakeshore. The fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. Jesus 

got into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from the shore. He sat 

down and began teaching the crowds from the boat. 

 

It’s ingenious really. 

 

Jesus has created a floating pulpit. People can sit along the shore as he sermonizes from the sea. 

 

And Peter has no problem with Jesus using his boat. The boat hadn’t done him any good last night and into the 

early morning. 

 

It hadn’t caught any actual fish. 



Maybe it could help Jesus catch more disciples. 

 

So Peter listened like everyone else. 

Although, he had been out all night so, maybe he got a little sleepy. 

Maybe he needed to drink a coffee. 

Maybe he had his wife do that thing that some of you wives do where you poke your husband in order to keep him 

awake during the sermon. (I’ve seen it happen). 

 

But then the teaching is over. Jesus paddles the boat back to shore. 

Hands the rope to Peter and gives him a suggestion: 

 

“Put out into the deep water, and let down your nets for a catch.” (v.4) 

 

Peter forced a smile. 

 

Really? Out in the water? 

Again? 

 

Jesus, I uh…respect you and everything you teach us. You have a great grasp on the subject of theology. But this is 

fishing. And I’ve been a fisherman for quite a while. In fact, I was a fisherman all last night and caught nothing. 

 

But at your word I will let down the nets. (v.5) 

Peter motioned for Andrew. They both got back into the boat and pushed off from shore. 

They paddled. 

They paddled some more. 

They paddled yet again. 

 

Finally, they reached the deep. 

Sighed. 

And tossed the net overboard. 

Before Peter could lay down for a nap, the side of the boat began to tip. They heard splishing and splashing 

and that little noise that fish tails make as they slap into one another. 

 

The nets were full. 

So full they were about to tear. 

 

Peter motioned for James and John to hop in their boat and come help them with the huge catch. 

A motion that I think looked something like waving your arms frantically to say, “Get over here!” 

 

With the second boat there to help, they began to pile the fish into the boat. 

Getting their hands around the slimy fish and trying to paddle back to shore. 

 

The boats were so full of fish that they weighed down the boats. 

Almost sinking them. 

When they made it back to shore with, perhaps, a month’s worth of wages for all four men in the one catch, 

Simon had a realization. 

 

And fell face first into the dirt. 

 

“Go away from me, Lord, because I am a sinful man.” (v.8) 

 

I. Two Truths that Simon Understood 
 

Hmmm…. 

 

Those are powerful words. 

What causes Simon, who just last week, ran to follow Jesus… 



Fall to the ground face first screaming at Jesus to get away? A few things… 

 

TRUTH: Jesus is LORD OF ALL. 

 

According to Google, there are 21 species of fish in the Sea of Galilee. 

 

From the Cyprinidae family: gara rufa, hypopphthalmichtys molitrix, pseudophoxinus kevillei, acanthrobram 

lissneri, mirogres terraesanctae, cyrpinus carpio, barbus longiceps, tor canis, capoeta damascina and the 

Hemmigramocapoeta nanus. 

 

From the Ciclidae family: The tilapia zillii, Sarotherodon galielaeus, Oreochromis aureus, tristramella simonis, 

tristramella intermedia, tristramella sacra and the astatotilapia flavijosephi. 

 

In addition, the mugil cephalus, liza ramada, salaria fluviatilis, and the noemachilus tigris, clarias gariepinus, 

aphanius mento, and the gambusia affinis. (“Fishery Management in Lake Kenneseret, 

tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/07438148609354652) 

 

That’s a lot of fish. 

I can barely even say the names and still sound intelligent. 

 

God knows each one of them. 

God created each one of them. 

God can summon each one of them to a specific area at the exact moment he summons a fishermen to lower his 

net. 

 

It’s more than that. 

 

Jesus is Lord of the sea. 

Jesus is Lord of the air. 

Jesus is Lord of the land. 

 

He is Lord of lightning bolts, hurricane, and earthquakes. 

 

And whether you believe it or not, he is Lord over you. 

 

This is important to remember. 

 

Because we have so many things vying for our attention. 

Texts. Emails. Work friends. YouTube videos. The latest episode of Yellowstone! 

 

Please don’t view Jesus as “just another thing.” 

Something you get around to. 

 

He is your Creator. 

He is the All-powerful. 

He is your God. 

 

He has the power to collect fish into a net. 

The power to collect people into the church. 

The power to collect you to eternal life. 

 

…or not. 

 

Jesus is Lord over all. But it wasn’t just that knowledge that caused Peter to fall face first into the dirt. 

 

“Go away from me, Lord, because I am a sinful man.” (v.8) 

 

I imagine there are times that fishermen don’t smell so great. 
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If they have dried fish guts on their boots… 

Fish slimes all over their shirt… 

Mixed with sweat and ocean gunk. 

 

There may come when a well-meaning fisherman came to his home and stop his wife short of hugging him, 

“Away from me, honey, because I am a stinky man.” 

 

Peter isn’t concerned about his physical stench with Jesus. 

He is concerned about his spiritual stench. 

 

I don’t know what it was. 

 

Could have been a foul mouth. 

A sexual past. 

Violent hands. 

The booze on his breath. 

Or the lies he told his wife earlier that morning. 

 

I don’t know what Peter’s sinful past was. 

But I know what it feels like. 

Because I have my own sinful past. 

 

Maybe you know what that feels like too. 

 

TRUTH: We are SINFUL PEOPLE. 

 

Fellow disciples, we can’t forget this either. 

 

This is especially important if you’ve been a disciple for a while. Because the temptation occurs that 

causes you to believe, I don’t stink that bad. 

 

As if your racism isn’t that big of a deal, because you’ve got a friend from a different culture. 

Or your ungratefulness is pretty minor, because you always remember to pray. 

Or your lack of worship is fine, because you’ve got some Jesus art on the walls in your home. 

Or that little pride isn’t even something God smells, because of all the good things that you’ve done lately. 

 

Sin stinks to God. 

Your sin stinks to God. 

 

And you cannot cover it up. 

 

It’s like when company is coming over and you accidently burned the appetizers. 

You open windows. 

You light a candle. 

You spray some Febreze. 

 

Then, the doorbell rings, your friend steps into the home and says, “Man, what reeks in here?” 

 

You can’t hide your sin from God. 

So don’t lie about it. 

Confess with Peter, “Lord, I’m a sinful human.” 

 

II. Personal Training 
 

After Peter said that, I wonder if there wasn’t a few moments of silent tension. 

 

Peter breathed in the dirt. 



He could feel the cold sand against his face. 

A tiny bug began to climb his nose. 

 

Peter left it there. 

This is what he deserved. 

He was nothing more than a sinful creature. 

 

Hopefully Jesus took the hint. 

 

He could never be his disciple. 

He was too sinful. 

 

Then, Peter heard footsteps. 

But they weren’t going away from him. 

They were coming to him. 

 

Jesus said to Simon, “Have no fear. From now on you will be catching people.” (v.10) 

So, dust yourself off. 

Stand on your feet. 

 

I know who you are. 

And who you are is my disciple. 

 

Follow me. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus is MERCIFUL 

 

I love this part of the story. 

Peter confesses his sin before Jesus. 

He warns Jesus: Get away from me. 

 

As if Jesus didn’t already know it. 

 

Jesus knows you. 

Jesus still wants you. 

Because Jesus is merciful to you. 

 

He knows your sin. 

He knows your guilt. 

He knows your shame. 

 

It’s the reason he came to earth! 

 

He died to remove the filthy of your sin. 

All that gunk, all that yuck, all that guilt that you can’t cover up. 

 

He did. 

 

God is way more powerful than your sinful past. 

 

He had the power to collect hundreds of fish. 

Different sizes. 

Different shapes. 

Different fishy stink levels. 

 

And put them all together in a net to remove them from the lake. 

 

And he had the power to collect all your sin. 



Different sizes. 

Different shapes. 

Different sinful stink levels. 

 

And put them all onto the cross and remove them from your eternal record. 

 

God is merciful. 

 

Don’t be afraid. He will make you a fisher of men. 

 

III. What Now? 
 
(1) Do not be Afraid 
 
One of Daniela’s favorite new books is called capture the monster. It’s pretty fun. 

On the first page you are introduced to the big bad wolf. He’s scary. He howls. 

 

But when you flip the page a cage slams onto him. 

He’s not so scary behind bars. 

 

On the next page, is a big old sea monster. He scary. He roars. 

But when you flip the page, he is placed into a frying pan. 

He’s not so scary as sea monster bacon. 

 

On my favorite page, there is an ogre. He’s hairy. He’s scary. 

But when you flip the page, he gets put inside a washing machine. 

No need to be scared. 

 

Remember this book next time you feel scared because of your sin. 

Flip the page. 

See it on the cross. 

 

It has no power up there. 

It’s not scary up there. 

 

Don’t be afraid! 

 

(2) Follow Jesus 

 

Jesus didn’t just tell Peter not to fear punishment for his sin, but to remind him that he still wanted him 

as a part of his team. 

 

To work along side him. 

As His disciple. 

 

I wonder if Peter didn’t think of that moment years later when he wrote this, “You are a chosen 

people… That you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 

light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 

 

Your calling to discipleship isn’t based on your past. 

Not your long ago past. 

Not your recent past. 

Not any of your past. 

 

But on his past. 

 



And his call. 

 

And God has called you. 

And is calling you. 

 

Follow him. 

 

Amen. 


