
Walking on Water 
Angler to Apostle Series 

Stroke! Stroke! Strok—ah! 

 

The disciples stopped rowing for the first time in what could have been hundreds of strokes. 

They’d been out here on the lake for hours. 

Since evening till about 3:45…nah 4:17am-ish. 

 

Honestly, they weren’t really sure. 

 

Peter breathed heavy. 

He might have passed out had it not been for the heavy caloric intake at dinner. 

Who knew that a few loaves of bread and two fish could feed over 5,000 people till each one of them was stuffed? 

 

Jesus did. 

He really was amazing. 

Of course, it would be good if he were here. 

 

Where do you think he is? 

Probably somewhere on the other side of the lake. 

He’s gonna beat us on foot – unless we can figure out these waves. 

 

The disciples each stood back up. 

And picked up their paddles one more time. 

 

But before they could get rowing, someone noticed something in the distance. 

 

A figure. 

 

A being. 

Not in a boat. 

But on top of the water. 

 

It’s a ghost! One of them cried. 

The others gasp. 

One of them lifted an oar in defense. 

 

But before full panic set it, the ghost spoke to them. 

 

“Take courage. It is I! Don’t be afraid.” 

 

Peter stared in disbelief. 

He knew that voice. 

 

It was the same voice that called him. 

The same voice that said, “Talitha Koum.” 

The same voice that just turned a few loaves of bread into a banquet for thousands. 

 

Jesus! 

 

Peter felt a rush of confidence. “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” (v.28) 

 

Jesus said, “Come!” (v.29) 

 

Peter grabbed a hold of the hull. 



He lifted one leg over the edge. 

Dangled it over the water. 

Breathed. 

 

And gingerly placed one foot firmly on the water. 

It felt solid. 

So, he set that foot down, lifted up the other and did the same. 

 

Then, another. 

And another. 

And another. 

 

Before long he wasn’t just walking on water but strolling. 

 

This was awesome. 

He was really doing it. 

He was walking on water. 

 

Peter grinned: “Andrew! Are you seeing this? I’m really doing it. I’m walking on water.” 

 

But Andrew didn’t grin back. 

He simply pointed in terror. 

 

Peter turned around to see what he was pointing at: 

He saw the strong wind, he was afraid…he began to sink… (v.30) 

Water went up his nose. 

His head was soaked. 

He was frantically throwing his arms in whatever movement he could remember from the Galilean YMCA. 

He cried out, “Lord, save me!” (v.30b) 

And… 

 

In the midst of the waves… 

in the midst of the panic… 

In the midst of the certainty that he was about to drown! 

 

Jesus walked over. 

And calmly reached out his hand. 

And calmly lifted him up. 

 

“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” (v.31) 

 

I. Why Did He Doubt? 
 

It’s an interesting question. Why did Peter doubt? 

I think there are a lot of obvious answers. 

 

He saw a giant wave. 

The wind was really strong. 

He was doing something that is scientifically impossible. 

Something he’d never seen before. 

Something that no one had ever seen before. 

 

But to Jesus, none of those reasons are good enough reasons for there to be doubt. 

Not that these things weren’t true (they were), but because something else was visibly true – right before 



Peter’s own eyes. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus WALKS ON water 

 

Notice the preposition there. It says, “on” water. 

 

Not “through.” 

Not “in.” 

Not “next to”. 

Not “near.” 

Not “far from.” 

 

All of which have made this event entirely unspectacular. 

 

But Jesus walks on water. Do you grasp the magnitude of this? 

 

The winter Olympics are happening right now. 

Nathan Chen just won the gold medal for the United States. In doing so, he set a world record for the men’s 

short program with a score of 113.97 for a performance including a quadruple flip, a triple axel, and a 

quadruple lutz/triple toe loop combination. 

 

Each one breathtaking. 

Each one ending with him landing gracefully. 

 

But that’s because he was on solid ice. If Nathan Chen attempted these moves on the warm Sea of Galilee, 

he would have been in a different Olympic sport. 

 

We call it diving. 

 

But Jesus walked on water. 

That’s beyond science. 

That’s beyond logic. 

That’s beyond the realm of possibility. 

 

But Jesus is beyond the realm of possibility. 

Because he is the one who creates possibility. 

 

As impossible as walking on top of a liquid was, he able to do it because he was with the one who invented 

the scientific formula for water. 

 

His question to Peter is really, “Why doubt when you’re with God?” 

And I think his question to you today, right now is the same… 

 

“Why do you doubt when you’re with God?” 

 

II. Why Did He Walk? 
 

Look back with me at verse 27. It’s Peter’s request to join Jesus on the water. Peter told Jesus to, “Tell him 

to come to Jesus on the water.” (v.27) 

 

It strikes me that Peter is asking Jesus to give him a command. 

 

As you commanded the molecules of bread to multiply, command the molecules in my foot to be buoyant. 

As you commanded Jairus’ dead daughter to become alive, command my body to stay alive. 

As you commanded the wind to die down, command my body to stay up. 

 

And Jesus does command Peter. 

With one simple command. 



One simple word. 

 

And that one word gives Peter confidence! 

 

TRUTH: With Jesus, we have confidence to WALK 
 

Because God has spoken words to us. 

More specifically: God has spoken words to you. 

 

In Matthew 28:21, he said, “Surely I will be with you always to the very end of the age.” 

In John 14:17, “God is with you.” 

Psalm 145:18, “The Lord is near to all who call on him.” 

 

He’s right there. 

He’s with you. 

He said so. 

 

No matter what the weather is like. 

 

If the storm of a pandemic hits…He’s there. Keep walking. 

If the winds of change at work mean you’re losing your job…He’s there. Keep walking. 

If the giant wave of a family trauma hits you hard…He’s there. Keep walking. 

 

If you suffer a breakup… 

If you struggle with loneliness… 

If your mental health isn’t doing well… 

If your relationship is a mess… 

If sickness hit your family… 

If you’re running out of money…. 

If you lost your home… 

 

Or some other big wave of any variety is on the horizon. 

 

Keep walking. 

Jesus is with you. 

Beside you. 

 

He’ll keep you afloat. 

 

This leads to a very important What Now: 

 

(1) Focus on Jesus 
 
Its’ very specific in Scripture. Peter falls because he sees the storm. Most likely in the form of a big old 

wave coming his way. 

 

But that’s not Peter’s fault, is it? 

He couldn’t control where the waves were as he walked towards Jesus. 

He couldn’t control if one came into his peripheral vision. 

 

That’s why the problem is not that Peter saw a big old scary wave. 

The problem was that he saw only the big old scary wave. 

 

It’s the same thing in life. 

Sometimes things come into our line of sight. 

 

They’re big. 

They’re scary. 



There’s no disputing that. 

It’s not even your fault that they appear. 

 

But you can’t see only the thing. 

You can’t make it your focus. 

 

Because you can’t focus on more than one thing at once. 

And if your sole focus is on that big old wave… 

 

It’s not on Jesus. 

You will sink. 

 

If I can be really open about this, I’ve been feeling some of that. 

 

Very soon (next week actually) Pastor Doug will be installed as our new mission campus pastor in Durham. 

It’s super exciting. 

Thrilling. 

Even joyful. 

 

Also… 

 

Terrifying. 

 

Like what if it’s a disaster. 

What if things fall apart? 

What if I am the one personally responsible for the whole thing blowing up? 

 

And I think I started to drown. 

 

But then, this week’s sermon text. 

And Peter never needed to sink. 

He only needed to his eyes on Jesus. 

 

And that’s what God is calling me to do. 

And that’s what God is calling you to do. 

 

He’s with us. 

He’s got us. 

He will save us. 

 

III. When You Aren’t Walking 
 

The most unexpected thing about this event is not that Jesus is walking on water. (He does miracles) 

It isn’t that Peter is walking on water. 

It isn’t that Peter starts to sink because of his doubt. (Doubting is what humans do.) 

 

It’s what Jesus does after Peter is sinking. 

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him. (v.31) 

 

If Jesus were like one of us, you’d expect him to let Peter fend for himself. 

To shout, “You messed up.” 

To kick him back under the water, “That’s what you get!” 

To at least sigh heavily in frustration. 

 

Nope. 

 

He immediately comes. 

He immediately helps. 



He immediately stretches out his hands to save Peter from the depths. 

 

TRUTH: Even when we drown, Jesus SAVES. 

 
He already did this! 

 

Because there is no greater whirlpool of death than the sea of our own sin. 

Our guilt. 

Our shame. 

 

There’s nothing we could do to get out of it. 

We just tread water while getting hit with waves of guilt: 

 

You’re a sinner. 

You’re a failure. 

You’re an evildoer. 

 

Again and again and again. 

 

But Jesus didn’t let us drown. 

Nope. 

 

He stretched out his hand. 

Only it wasn’t one hand. 

It was two. 

 

Jesus died on the cross to take you out of your sins, to rescue from the whirlpool of shame and pull you 

away from the waves of guilt. 

 

He saved you from death. 

He saved you from hell. 

He saved you from drowning! 

 

And if you feel like you’re drowning right now. I’m praying your listening to these words: 

 

God is there. 

He’s still your Savior. 

Focus on him. 

 

And allow me one practical way to do that. 

 

(2) Worship 
 

When Peter and Jesus get back into the boat… 

When the wind dies down at the appearance of its master. 

When Peter’s breathing was slowing. 

And a towel was wrapped around him for warmth. 

 

The mood changes. 

Those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” (v.33) 

 

They ignored the waves. 

They ignored their fears. 

They ignored their questions. 

 

They just saw God. 

And fell down before him in worship. 



 

Do the same. 

 

Worship isn’t so much for God. 

He doesn’t need you to call him God for him to be God. 

 

But you need to call him God. 

You need to know him as God. 

You need to be utterly focused on him as God. 

 

Make worship a part of your life. 

Because in worship we focus on Jesus. 

 

On Sunday, sure… 

During the week. 

In the morning. 

In the evening. 

When you feel like you are drowning… 

 

Look to your Savior. 

 

He walks. 

Because he walks. 

You walk too. 

 

Amen. 


