
Live Life Together 
As We Share Jesus 

 
We are in finishing up our Live Life Together sermon series. We’re comparing how the early church did 

life together to how we want to live life together as a church. In fact, we believe God is calling us to 

recommit ourselves to this early child lifestyle by 

 

Worshipping together. 

Encouraging each other. 

Loving each other. 

Giving together. 

Growing faith together. 

 

These are all internal reasons for being together. 

They reflect blessings that we will experience within our church family. 

 

But they all lead up to a final, external reason for living life together. 

 

One that will be a blessing to your unchurched friends, your unbelieving neighbors, and our community. 

 

Today we are talking about Living Life Together as We Share Jesus. Before we study, a prayer: 

Oh Lord, strengthen us by the truth; your Word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to 

see; open our ears to hear what you want us to hear; and open our hearts to believe what you would 

have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. The Calling 
 
The lesson for today is only one verse long. It’s from Acts 1:8. A bit of background. 

 

Jesus had risen from the dead and spent the last 40 days showing himself, meeting with and encouraging his 

disciples. They were now fully confident of his incredible resurrection. 

 

Gone was the fear. 

Gone was the uncertainty. 

Gone was the anxiety, the guilt, the shame. 

 

They were feeling pretty good. So good in fact, the disciples asked if Jesus was gonna set up his kingdom on earth. 

 

You know… 

 

Shoot a lightning bolt at the Roman soldiers. 

Give Caesar a bout of leprosy. 

Raise an army from the dead to take over the world. 

 

And when Jesus did it… 

 

They could have fancy titles like Secretary of State or Earl Duke of Bethlehem. 

And eat fancy food. 

And wear fancy clothes. 

And take naps in hammocks. 

And play Fortnite all day long 

 

The disciples wanted to chill. But Jesus had a different idea: You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth. (v.8) 



 

I want you to focus in on the pronoun that Jesus uses. 

 

You. 

Plural. 

 

All of you who are listening to my words. 

And all of you who will listen to Pastor Phil reread these words in October 2022. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus calls US to witness. 

 

It’s one the most important things that we do together. 

We share Jesus together. 

 

It’s why we broadcast online. 

It’s why we support Precious Lambs. 

It's why we started the Durham campus. 

It's why we called Pastor Doug. 

It’s why we developed MultiChurch. 

It's why we’re rebranding. 

 

Our goal is to work together to share Jesus to the best of our abilities! 

 

So… 

 

Lest there be any confusion, I need you to change what pronoun you wrote on the fill in the blank. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus calls ME to witness. 

 

Over vacation we visited Julianna’s grandma in the San Francisco area. One day we were working by the 

Fisherman’s Wharf which has amazing views of the harbor. 

 

In the touristy area, there was this display. It had three ropes connected to a machine. The machine told you to get 

three people and pull as hard as you could to see how much weight you could pull. 

 

I grabbed one end. 

Julianna grabbed another. 

Daniela grabbed the third. 

 

We each pulled and together generated about 250 pounds of force. 

 

After a break, the machine asked you to pull again. Only this time, instead of displaying the full force of the 

combined people pulling, it showed how much each person was individually pulling. With that simple change, we 

were able to get our combined force up to 380 pounds. 

 

Why? 

 

Because when everybody is doing it together, it is so easy to let others do the pulling. 

Because the lack of pull can never be traced back to you. 

 

On the other hand, when everyone knows how much weight you are pulling, you work a bit harder. 

 

So… 

 

Are you pulling your weight? 

When it comes to sharing Jesus in our community, are you pulling your weight? 

Are you actually sharing Jesus? 



 

And if you think no one’s watching, remember that he sees. 

 

He sees when you say nothing. 

He sees when you share nothing. 

He sees when you do nothing. 

He sees you when you are doing the exact opposite of what he called you to do. 

 

He sees it. 

And he saw it. 

And he died for it. 

You are forgiven. 

 

So, hear his words again: 

 

You will be my witnesses. 

He didn’t say, “You who are pastors.” 

He didn’t say, “You who are on the Leadership Team.” 

He didn’t say, “You who work at Precious Lambs.” 

He didn’t say, “You on the Durham Launch team.” 

He didn’t say, “You who just got here. Because those of us who have been here for awhile have done our share of 

sharing already. It’s your turn to do the evangelism.” 

 

Nope. 

Jesus said “you.” 

I get it! That’s scary. A bit intimidating. But Jesus provided comfort within his command: You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (v.8) 

 

Ten days after these words, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples. 

 

They heard the sound of a hurricane without a hurricane. 

They had flames of fire on their heads without getting burned. “ 

They spoke in languages they had never learned without taking a single lesson on Duolingo. 

 

And then the Holy Spirit worked through their witnessing to bring over 3000 people to faith in Jesus. 

 

The Holy Spirit is all powerful. 

And he was with the disciples even after Pentecost. 

 

He was with the disciples as they gave a lame man the ability to walk. 

He was with Peter as he loosened his chains and guided him undetected out of a maximum-security prison. 

He was with Paul and worked through his words to bring a young man back to life. 

 

The Holy Spirit is all powerful. 

And he is still with us. 

 

TRUTH: The HOLY SPIRIT is with us. 

 

He is the one working through your conversation with your unbelieving friend. 

Maybe this Jesus is real? 

 

He is the one working through your comforting text message to a struggling single mom. 

I got this. God is with me. 

 

He is the one speaking through your words to your teenager. 

I am loved. Jesus died for me. 



 

He is the one at work through our efforts at church planting and rebranding in the Triangle. 

Guiding, planting, bringing people to their Savior. 

 

It’s like a coach pitch Little League coach. That coach stands at the pitcher mound – and unlike 

every league above coach pitch league – he tries to help the batter hit the ball. 

 

He aims for the bat. 

He throws it gently. 

Even if the batter misses 3, 4, 5 times… 

 

He just gets out the tee, places the ball on it, and helps the young hitter connect for a base hit. 

 

That’s the Holy Spirit. 

 

He’s capable. 

He’s with us. 

He’s with you. 

He’s working through you. 

 

Do not be anxious. 

Do not be afraid. 

 

No matter where God is calling you to witness. 

Read Jesus’ message to the disciples once more: You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (v.8) 

 

Take a look at a quick map. Here is Jerusalem. This is where the disciples started spreading the 

message of Jesus. 

 

From there it went to the rest of a country named Judea. The Gospel was spread Bethlehem. Jericho. 

Hebron. The Gospel was spread to fellow Jews. 

 

Then, up to Samaria. A country with an entirely different cultural past. A country that was even saw 

racial conflict with the Jews. God had his people direct their evangelism efforts there. 

 

And then to all the ends of the earth. 

 

Philippi to Corinth. 

Athens to Ephesus. 

Collosia to Rome. 

 

And from there, well, let me just show you how far it’s gotten. 

 

Across the desert. 

Across the ocean. 

Past the outer bank. 

 

To Raleigh. 

To Durham. 

To you and me. 

 

TRUTH: God calls you to take the Gospel to YOUR ends of the earth. 

 

To the end of the couch. 

To the end of your social media feed. 



To the end of your block. 

To the end of your apartment hallway. 

To the end of the pew. 

To the end of your cubicle. 

To the end of your ZOOM time. 

 

The way God accomplishes getting his message to the ends of the earth 

Is having you bring the Gospel to YOUR ends of the earth. 

 

We’ve been doing this whole series to set up life groups. They start up after next week’s new 

sermon series. But how do life groups help us with sharing Jesus? A few ways… 

 

Encouragement. As you get to know each other and closer together, it will become imperative that 

you encourage each other in your outreach. 

 

Of course, that means, you’ll have to tell others to whom you hope to outreach. 

Then, they can pray for you. 

 

I had this happen to me recently. My neighbor on my list of people with whom I want to share the 

Gospel. I was outside emptying the mower bag and I saw him come out of his house. 

 

I could have said ‘hi’… 

 

But it was a Tuesday. 

I was off. 

I’m not doing pastor work on a Tuesday. 

 

Then I got a text message: God calls us to share Jesus to the ends of the earth. Who are you sharing 

Jesus’ with today? 

 

I’ll go talk to my neighbor. 

 

Encouragement works. 

 

Then, it’s an alternative. 

 

Because for some, if not most, of unbelievers, the Sunday worship service is NOT the ideal location 

for their first brush with Jesus. 

 

It’s intimidating. 

 

Why not invite them to a life group? 

 

They aren’t big. 

They are in the walls of a home. 

They are with people you already know. 

 

In fact, there are some of you who live farther away. 

For you, it’s difficult to invite unchurch people to worship. 

Why do they want to drive 30+ minutes? 

 

But 5 minutes? To your home? 

For some food and friendship? 

 

That’s an easier of a sell. 

 

Group work. Because maybe your life group develops a plan together. 



A way to share the Gospel together. 

 

We’re debuting life groups during November – the month of Thanksgiving. 

 

Maybe your life group serves at a Food Bank and builds relationships with the people there. 

Maybe your life group makes up helpful bags and passes them out to people on the streets. 

Maybe your life group makes some cards up about the thankfulness you have for your Savior that 

together you can pass out to your neighbors. 

 

There’s a variety of ways to use Life Groups to facilitate outreach. 

I am super excited about it. 

 

Because as these life groups encourage outreach... 

There will be more outreach going on. 

And more outreach going on. 

And more Jesus being planted 

And more souls in heaven. 

 

Do not miss this opportunity! 

 

Julianna’s grandma lives in California. She’s the reason we took the trip to visit. She is a god 

fearing, Jesus’ loving, incredible woman. Though a bit slower than she used to be. 

 

We took a walk to a local park. It took some time to get there. Even after grabbing a respite on the 

bench while Daniela played, grandma was still visibly tired. 

 

But then on the way home, a neighbor was in the front yard. 

A neighbor Grandma hadn’t met before. 

 

Grandma commented on her fig tree. 

Grandma talked to her about gardening. 

The woman offered to give grandma a small fig tree that was growing askew in their yard. 

They set up a time to drop it off. 

 

That night at home, we revealed the plan to Julianna’s uncle, who also lived with grandma. He said 

that he didn’t think we needed the fig tree. 

 

But grandma was insistent. 

 

Not so much cause of the figs. 

But because she wanted to keep the relationship going. 

She wanted to build a bridge. 

She wanted to share Jesus with this woman. 

She wanted that woman in heaven. 

 

Grandma got it. 

I hope you do too. 

 

Amen. 


