
Christmas IRL 
Real Hope 

How good are you at texting? 

 

I’m alright. My thumbs are a bit large so I very easily press the wrong buttons. 

 

For instance, this one person once texted me a note about how they were putting into practice some of the things I 

suggested from the sermon by starting bed time devotions with their children. 

 

And I responded with a happy emoji. 

Only I didn’t send a happy emoji. 

I sent an angry emoji. 

 

I didn’t notice the error until she sent a panicked message: 

“Why does that anger you? What did I do wrong?” 

 

But the really tech savvy are not only good at emojis they are also good at textspeak. Textspeak is filled with 

abbreviation in order to shorten and simplify the message. It includes abbreviations such as… 

 

LOL – laughing out loud 

ICYMI – In case you missed it 

TBH – To be honest 

LMGTFY – Let me Google that for you. 

 

The textspeak that I want to look at is IRL. That stands for “in real life.” It’s useful to tell someone that you want 

to do something outside of the virtual world. For example… 

 

Let’s meet up IRL. 

Let’s talk IRL. 

Let’s eat Thanksgiving together IRL. 

 

Many things have not been IRL this past year. 

 

Meetings 

Work. 

School. 

Shopping. 

Friendships. 

 

But what about Christmas? How do we keep it real in an increasingly virtual world? 

 

This is what we’re trying to accomplish in this sermon series. We want to know how to find real hope, real peace, 

real joy, and real love from our Savior. 

 

Before we do, a prayer: Lord, strengthen us by the truth. Your word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what 

you want us to see; open our ears to hear what you want us to hear; and open our hearts to believe what you 

would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. Real Hope is Worthwhile 
 

Romans 8:18 says, “For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is going to be revealed to us.” 

 



This is from a letter to believers living in Rome. Rome wasn’t the best place for a believer to live. It was an 

ungodly society filled with false god worship, sexual immorality, gluttony and drunk. It was oppressive to 

believers by imposing high taxes on them, throwing them in prison and threatening death. 

 

These believers suffered a lot. 

 

That’s why it must have been nice to hear from Paul. He was an expert in suffering. On separate occasions Paul 

had been… 

 

Almost killed. (Acts 9:29) 

Driven out of town. (Acts 13:50) 

Had thrown stones at him. (Acts 14:5) 

Left for dead. (Acts 14:19) 

Beaten with rods. (Acts 16:22) 

Put on trial. (Acts 18:12) 

 

If anyone could tell them how to deal with suffering, it would be the guy who had suffered more than any of them 

If anyone could tell us how to deal with suffering, it would be Paul. 

 

But he doesn’t give hints on how to be more secretive. 

He doesn’t give tips on how to make the floggings more bearable. 

He doesn’t even send money to pay off persecutors. 

 

He simply says, “It’s worth it.” 

 

TRUTH: Real hope is GREATER than our SUFFERINGS. 

 

Because life is a lot like a balance scale. Enough suffering can weigh you down. To illustrate, picture an actual 

balance scale. For every bit of suffering a certain amount of washers weighs you down. 

 

You lose your job; one washer. 

Inflation makes finances difficult; one washer. 

You and your friend have differing opinions on masks and relationships are strained; two washers. 

Your grandma is sick; one washer. 

Your child is behind in school; one washer. 

Your feel all kinds of guilt for not checking in with your loved one before they died; a solid three. 

 

That’s a lot of weight. 

 

At Christmas people try to balance the scales with Christmas stuff. But that stuff isn’t quite as heavy as washers. 

They are more like feathers. 

 

We buy a nice gift. One feather. 

We hang tiny lights. One feather. 

We sip chocolate. One feather. 

We turn on Bing Crosby. A feather for some. A washer for others. 

Christmas thing after Christmas thing after Christmas thing… 

And why isn’t it working? 

Why am I still weighed down? 

Depression is still real. 

Guilt is still real. 

Struggle is still real. 

 

You need something weightier. 

We need some ONE weightier. 

 

Enter Jesus. 

 



He brings forgiveness. 

He brings healing. 

He brings eternal life. 

He brings the promise of heaven and a forever existence where there is no such thing as suffering. 

 

The hope that Jesus brings tips the scales. 

 

That’s what Paul meant! 

This will all be worth it. 

We will one day be in heaven. 

We will one day be in eternal life. 

We will one day be with Jesus. 

 

Jesus brings real hope. 

Eternally weighty real hope. 

 

II. Real Hope is in God 
 

Paul continues, “Creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, that even creation itself will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the 

glorious freedom of the children of God.” 

 

It uses the word “creation.” This refers to the fact that all of creation has been suffering…not just human beings. 

 

Trees are struggling to breath because of smog. 

Lakes are trying to purge themselves of toxins dumped into their banks. 

The ozone layer? It’s got a hole in it that keeps getting larger. 

 

This suffering for Creation exists by the will of the one who subjected it. 

Do you know who subjected it? Genesis 3 gives us the answer. 

 

It’s God. 

 

He’s the one who tells Adam there will be thorns in the ground. 

He’s the one who tells Eve childbearing will be difficult. 

He’s the one who tells them both that suffering and decay are now a daily event. 

 

Why? Why did God allow suffering to exist it the world? 

 

So they will be set free from slavery to corruption. 

 

Prior to God’s subjection, Adam and Eve had sinned. 

They had become corrupted. 

This corruption would cause them and all humans after them to be forever separated from God. 

 

So… 

 

God allowed suffering into this world so they would see the need for hope and not be able to find it… 

Not in this corrupted world… 

Only outside it. 

 

TRUTH: 

Real hope is HEAVENLY. 

 

It’s not of this world. 

It’s not in a store. 

It’s not on Amazon. 

 



It’s not in Grandma’s secret recipe. 

it’s not in a well shared meme. 

It’s not even in a holiday Hallmark special. 

 

It’s not in lower COVID numbers, a new job offer, or a stimulus package. 

 

Our hope is not in this world. 

Our hope is heavenly. 

 

Our hope is in God. 

 

But how certain is that hope? 

 

III. Real Hope is Certain 

 

I was in first grade. All year I had hoped for a Nintendo Entertainment System. 

 

I had dropped all kinds of hints. 

I wrote it on my Christmas wish list. 

I told my mom about it. 

I told my dad to tell mom about it. 

 

I hoped for it. 

 

Presents appeared under the tree a few days before Christmas. 

I was pretty hopefully because I was pretty sure that I saw a box that looked about the size of the Nintendo 

Entertainment System. 

 

I went to church. 

I thanked God in prayer for my upcoming NES. 

 

Then, we went home. 

I eagerly opened the gift and… 

 

Shoes. 

Church shoes. 

Buster brown. 

 

Church shoes aren’t a bad gift, but if you are a seven year old boy and you think it’s the hottest item in the Toys ‘R 

Us catalog and instead it’s church shoes? 

 

Disappointment. 

 

Is our hope in God like that? 

An uncertain, maybe-type hope that will leave us disappointed? 

 

Read the Scripture again: “Creation…will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the 

glorious freedom of the children of God.” (v.21-22) 

 

Notice the language. 

 

Creation will be set free. 

 

Not might. 

Not could. 

Not maybe. 

Not perhaps. 

Not if we try really hard and do our best, there’s a possibility that it could probably work…maybe. 



 

We will be set free. 

 

TRUTH: 

Real hope is CERTAIN. 

 

It’s not that suffering might end, but suffering will end. 

It’s not that sin could stop, but sin will stop. 

Its’ not that evil hopefully, probably might be defeated, evil will lose. 

 

We will be in heaven. 

We will experience eternal life. 

We will be with Jesus. 

 

This can be difficult to grasp. 

Because when people say that things WILL happen. 

They don’t always follow through. 

They can’t always follow through. 

 

But when God says something will happen. 

It will happen. 

 

He said he would send a Savior. 

He did. 

 

He said he would live perfectly. 

He did. 

 

He said a blind man would see and he did. 

He said a deaf man would hear and he did. 

He said a young girl would live and she did. 

He said a storm would stop and it did. 

He said that a few loaves of bread would feed 5000 and it did. 

 

He said that he would die and three days later he would live. 

 

He did. 

And…He did. 

 

Our hope is certain when our hope is in God. 

 

IV. Real Hope is Hard 
 

But that doesn’t mean hope is easy. 

 

For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the present time. And not only 

creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await 

our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. (v.22-23) 

 

Notice the word “groaning.” 

 

That’s not a word that implies happiness. 

 

We groan when we are in pain. 

We groan when we are anxious. 

We groan when we hear bad news. 

 

We groan when we hear dad jokes – and there isn’t anything worse. 



 

Here Scripture says that creation will groan. 

It says that people will groan. 

It says that believers will groan. 

 

Because… 

 

TRUTH: Real Hope is HARD 

 

It’s like Zechariah. He was grandpa-aged. 

He’d been waiting his whole life for a son. 

Waiting his whole life to have a child he could hold. 

 

When God sends an angel to tell him it’s about to happen, Zechariah responds by groaning. 

And spends the next nine months as a mute. 

 

It’s like Lot’s wife. She had grown up in a world of immorality and evil. 

She knew there was a God, but she also knew that Sodom provided a comfortable life. 

She had been waffling between the two ways of life. 

 

When God sent angels to lead them away from the cesspool, Lot’s wife responds by looking back. 

And spends the rest of her life as a pile of salt. 

 

Real hope is hard. 

 

For you and for me. 

Not for God. 

 

He brought fire on Sodom and Gomorrah. 

He gave great grandpa Zechariah a son. 

 

He will bring us what he has promised. 

 

So… 

 

V. What Now? 
 

1) Wait Eagerly 
 

It’s like Christmas morning. 

 

Running downstairs. 

In your pjs. 

Flying open the curtains. 

 

It’s almost time for Jesus to return. 

It’s almost time for eternal victory. 

It’s another day closer to when we will be with Jesus. 

 

This isn’t normally our level of excitement. 

We get excited for the Amazon package, for the Christmas card, for the Hallmark special. 

 

Why? 

These things don’t give you eternal victory. 

 

Hope in Jesus. 

Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. (v.24-25) 

 



Want Real Hope? 

 

Reinvest in Jesus. 

Reconnect with your church family. 

Refresh yourself with God’s promises. 

 

Get excited about it! 

And doing it will build your excitement! 

 

But we temper that excitement… 

 

2) Wait Patiently 
 

Did you know there were thousands of years between Old Testament prophecy and the arrival of Jesus? 

 

The prophet Micah wrote that the Savior would one day be born in Bethlehem. That was 450 years before Jesus. 

The prophet Isaiah wrote that the Savior would be born of a virgin. That was 700 years before Jesus. 

King David wrote that the Savior would come from his line. That was about 100 years before Jesus. 

 

That’s a long time to wait. 

Some probably thought it would never happen. 

As if God forgot… 

 

But God never forgets. 

At just the right time, Hope came to earth. 

At just the right time, Jesus came to earth. 

 

Wait patiently. 

God never forgets 

Hope always arrives. 

 

Because God always arrives. 

 

Amen. 


