
Peter’s 1st Sermon 
Angler to Apostle 

This is it. 

 

After years of training… 

Hundreds of lessons… 

Hours immersed in Scripture… 

 

The day has finally arrived. 

 

Peter scanned the crowd. There were thousands of people. They were gathered in downtown Jerusalem for the 

festival of Pentecost. 

 

Peter even recognized some of them. 

 

The guy who shouted, “Crucify Jesus!” with blood-curdling accuracy. 

The Pharisee who nodded in approval as Jesus was whipped. 

The soldiers who kept the crowds back so they could kill Jesus in “peace.” 

The young servant girl that he had told he was definitely NOT a part of Jesus’ crew. 

 

Peter took a deep breath. They could use some of those soldiers right now because things were becoming less 

peaceful. 

 

You are all crazy! 

The disciples are just a bunch of hypocritical liars. 

I think they’ve had a bit too much to drink. Why listen to these drunkards? 

 

Someone had to speak to put these rumors to rest. 

Someone had to address the crowd. 

Someone had to tell them about Jesus. 

 

Peter had faced situations like this before. In the past, he had… 

 

Run away. 

Lied. 

Hidden in the corner to ensure that no one would confront him. 

 

This time was different. 

This time he was ready. 

This time he boldly confessed that: 

 

I follow Jesus. 

 

This is the account of Pentecost. It is the last in our series called Angler to Apostle. It’s a moment shortly after 

Peter finished his in-person training with Jesus and began his own ministry serving Jesus. 

 

Confirmands, your day is a lot like that. 

Granted, there aren’t thousands in the crowd here today. (Although who knows how many are watching online). 

But there are similarities. 

 

Just like Peter you’ve had years of studying. 

Just like Peter you’ve examined Scripture after Scripture. 

Just like original Pentecost today is a day where you get to confess your faith in public. 



 

Are you ready? 

 

Today we are going to talk about what is necessary to be bold with your faith. If you look closely at Acts 2, you’ll 

see that the things that are necessary to have a bold faith are also things that you already have. 

 

TRUTH: Bold Faith comes from Support 

 

It’s a small note, but it’s important. Verse 14 says, “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven.” 

 

Peter was not alone in front of that crowd. He was surrounded by eleven other apostles. 

 

Eleven other classmates. 

Eleven other coworkers. 

Eleven other believers. 

Eleven other eyewitnesses to the resurrected Jesus. 

Eleven other friends. 

 

It’s like high school. There are a lot of cliques in high school: 

 

The jocks. 

The cheerleaders. 

The band musicians. 

The grunge musicians. 

The brains. 

The group that plays Dungeons and Dragons. 

 

Cliques exist because high school is hard. 

Teens need peers to support them. 

 

It’s the same thing when you get older. 

And there’s no more important support group than this church. 

Whether you are in high school, going into high school, or long done with high school. 

 

In church, you have a group of people to do life with. 

In church, you have a group of people to do eternal life with. 

 

There is no other group you can be a part of with such eternal end goals in mind. 

 

So… 

 

How important is this group to you? 

 

Where would you rank it on your list of important groups? 

 

Below your dance troupe? 

After your baseball team? 

Somewhere between your Pokemon Go friends and the guys you meet for coffee on a Tuesday morning? 

 

That’s gotta change. If you want a bold faith, this group needs to be high on your list. 

 

You say: Some of these people I have nothing in common with. 

 

But they believe in Jesus. 

In a world filled with people who don’t. 



 

That means… 

They want you to know Jesus. 

They want you to grow in faith. 

They want you to share your faith. 

They want to be in heaven. 

They want you in heaven. 

 

Just like being able to lift a little more when you lift with a buddy. 

Like being able to study a little more if you study with a buddy. 

Like being able to laugh a little more if you laugh with a buddy. 

 

If you want boldness in faith, your faith will be bolder with a buddy. 

TRUTH: Bold Faith comes from Scripture 

 

In the immediate context of this sermon, the disciples had begun speaking in a variety of languages that 

they had never learned before. To explain this phenomenon, some assumed the disciples had been drinking. 

 

This is a terrible theory. Last I checked, having too many drinks does not improve your language skills. 

 

Peter doesn’t dismiss the accusation by doing a breathalyzer. 

He doesn’t recite the alphabet backwards. 

He doesn’t walk on a straight line. 

 

He speaks Scripture: 

 

 This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

 I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 

 Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 
 Your young men will see visions. 
 Your old men will dream dreams. 

 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
 …they will prophesy and this will happen: 

 Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. (v.17-21) 

Take note - Peter does not talk about what he thinks is going on. 

He doesn’t argue about what he believes is happening. 

He doesn’t even bring out his phone to read about what his favorite political news station reports is happening. 

 

He says what God says is happening. 

 

This is so important for 2022. We live in a world where it is difficult to know what’s right. 

 

The internet provides you with articles on opposing sides of an issue. 

One website says this; another website says that. 

Society thinks that the best way to argue is to simply TYPE IN ALL CAPS! 

Let’s not even discuss the cesspool known as the comment section. 

 

There’s fake news. 

There’s slanted news. 

There’s subjective news. 

 

Our society is confused, and the end result is… 

Your truth is your truth and all the truths are the same amount of truth so… 

 

…what is truth? 



 

This is dangerous thinking. It will lead you feeling so very confused and not at all bold. 

 

But God is bold. 

Because God has truth. 

Because God is truth. 

 

You can be bold. 

Because you have his truth. 

 

If you want to be bold, cling to his truth. 

 

But there’s more than just truth in God’s Word. There’s power. That power is directly attributed to the same 

power that occurred on Pentecost. 

 

TRUTH: Bold Faith comes from the HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Because the events prior to Peter’s sermon are miraculous! 

 

There’s the sound of a terrible tornado without so much as a gentle breeze. 

There’s the flames of fire on top of the disciples’ heads without so much as a singed hair. 

There’s the ability to speak in brand new languages without so much as one lesson on Duolingo. 

 

These are miracles done by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Peter quotes God’s Word which says, “I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” (v.18) 
It’s what Jesus told the disciples last week, “Don’t leave Jerusalem but wait for the gift my Father promised.” 

(1:8) 

Scripture says that same Spirit is with you. “No one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 

Corinthians 12:3) 
 

Confirmands, when you say “Jesus is Lord” in a bit. It will be because of the Holy Spirit. 

Friends, when we confess “Jesus is Lord” in a bit, it will be because of the Holy Spirit. 
 

And there aren’t many Holy Spirits, 

There is only One. 

 
The same powerful Holy Spirit with Peter is also with you. 

 

The One powerful to separate the sound of a tornado from the wind. 
The One powerful to separate the flames of the fire from combustion. 
The One powerful to implant a complex system of symbols, utterances, and noises that represent ideas into some 
disciples’ brains without ever having them go through a university level language course. 

 
That same powerful Spirit is with you. 
That same powerful Spirit is in you. 

 

It’s like Daniela. She really enjoys climbing. 
 
She’ll climb a jungle gym. 
She’ll climb a climbing wall. 

She’ll climb a slide even when her daddy tells her not to. 
 
But sometimes when she gets to the top and looks down. She gets scared. 

 
Daddy, I need help! 

 



And I grab her hand. 
And she smiles. 
And confidently climbs back down. 

 
It’s the same thing with the Holy Spirit. 
 

When sharing your faith with your family seems intimidating, he is with you. 

When confessing your faith to your friends seems scary, he is holding your hand. 
When talking with someone about sin and the Savior seems like something you could never do, he is there, taking 
the lead, because it’s something he always does. 

 

The next part of the sermon is where Peter really gets bold. Empowered by God’s Word and the Holy Spirit, 
he says: 

Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended to you by God with 

miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know. This 
man, who was handed over by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, you killed by having lawless men 
nail him to a cross. He is the one God raised up by freeing him from the agony of death, because 
death was not able to hold him in its grip. (v.22-24) 

And actually, there’s an Old Testament Psalm that predicted this. It was written by a guy named King David. 

He lived about 1000 years before Jesus. He said, 

 

My flesh also will rest in hope, 

because you will not abandon my life to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

You have made known to me the paths of life. 
You will fill me with joy in your presence. (v.27-28) 

 

Here’s the thing ya’ll. 

 
David died. 
David decayed. 

His organs disintegrated. 
 

He’s dirt. 
 

This cannot be talking about him. 

It cannot be talking about anyone who died. 
 
Except… 

 

The guy you all killed 53 days ago. 
 

Because on the third day… 

Before the embalming process wore off. 

Before his organs began to spoil. 

Before even so much as a hair began to decompose. 

 

TRUTH: A bold faith comes from JESUS. 
 

Jesus rose. 

And I saw him. 

And he’s real. 

 

If he gave himself life while he was dead. 

He will give me life when I am dead. 

Even if that dead happens…. 



 

Right here. 

Right now. 

Because of this speech. 

 

I don’t care. 

I’m not nervous. 

 

God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. (v.36) 

 

He’s not weak; but powerful. 

He’s not wimpy; but strong. 

He’s not pathetic; but glorious. 

 

He’s not fake, not false, not made up, but real. 

He’s not harsh, not violent, not begrudging, but merciful. 

 

He is your Savior. 

Jesus gives you confidence to stand forgiven before God. 

So…what not stand confidently before people? 

 

But here’s the thing. 

 

While Peter was boldly and confidently proclaiming his following of Jesus. 

There were people in the crowd who had never followed him. 

 

Unless you count following him to the mountain where they crucified him, so that they could cheer for his death. 

 

As they listened, a realization came over them: 

They messed up. 

 

“Brothers, what must we do to be saved!” 

 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

sins. This promise is for you and your children and all who are far off.” (Acts 2:38) 

 

Confirmands, remember this. 

 

If you follow Jesus for a while, but then stray. 

If your friend group at high school leads you away. 

If you get to college and make wrong choices. 

If you mess up… 

 

If you’re a former confirmand and have been far away from following Jesus. 

 

REMEMBER this. 

 

God is merciful. 

He wants you in his family. 

Return to him, and you will be forgiven. 

 

And then be bold with your faith! 

 

Because do you know the end result of Peter’s sermon that day? 

 



Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that 

day. (Acts 2:41) 

 

3000. 

Wow. 

 

All because previously wimpy Peter spoke. 

 

And what’s God gonna do through you? 

How will he change other’s lives with the Gospel you speak? 

 

I’m excited to find out. 


