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The last three years had been something else for Peter and his fellow apostles. They had been called by Jesus, 
whom they recognized as the long-promised Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One. Ever since they were little 
they’d been taught about him. How the Messiah would come and fix everything wrong. How he would bring back 
the glory of their country, restore them to the good old days, and basically just make everything right again! 

And now, here they were: ordinary guys, called by that same Messiah, Jesus. They followed him, they learned from 

him, and they saw him do amazing things that clearly only God could do. Heal people. Tell nature what to do. 
Raise the dead. He even stood up to the religious leaders of the day. This was definitely the guy who was going to 

do all that stuff that had been prophesied. 

And recently, things had gotten really intense. Jesus had been arrested, and for reasons they couldn’t quite fathom, 

he allowed it. They’d seen him walk right through angrier crowds. They knew what he could do. But… this time he 
went along with it. He was put on trial, beaten, and executed as a criminal. There had been some very fearful days 

after that. Would the same happen to them since they followed him? Were they wrong about Jesus? 

But on the third day, their fears turned to amazement as he was alive again. And now he wasn’t hiding his power 
anymore. He would appear and disappear as he pleased. He continued to perform miracles to them. He still taught 

them, and tried to show them that this is exactly what he was always meant to do. And now, he had gathered with 

them one more time on a mountaintop, giving them a few more instructions. That’s when this happens: 

6So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going to restore 

the kingdom to Israel?”  

Have you even been asked a question so wrong that you just literally didn’t know how to begin responding? Do 

you answer the question? Do you address everything wrong with the suppositions behind the question? Do you 

just get caught dumbfounded? 

Let’s try not to be too hard on them here. Yes, they still didn’t get it. But, it was what they had always expected. 
It’s what they were taught. And they’d seen what Jesus was capable of. He certainly could drive out the Roman 

invaders, he could take over the nation and rule it properly. He could restore it to the glory days of King David and 

Solomon. They knew he was capable of it! 

And I think to be fair, Jesus never really flat-out said, “Guys, that’s not what I’m going to do.” Rather, he kept 

trying to point them in the right direction. That he was here for something far more important. He came to restore 

Israel alright. But not the physical kingdom. He came to restore God’s people. Every single one of them had a 

problem. Every single human had the same problem. 

Born in sin. Born without holiness. Born separated from God. God is holy. Like a natural force, God cannot tolerate 
unholiness in his presence. The sinner must be thrown out. But God loves each one of us. And so he devised a plan 
to take our sin away and make us holy. He would be holy for us. And he would suffer the punishment for us. THAT 

is what the Messiah came to do. That is how the Messiah restores Israel. That is what the Messiah came to do. 

It’s not about a nice earthly kingdom that you can live in and be comfy for a short lifespan and that’s it. Jesus came 
to bring you to his eternal kingdom. By his death the sins of all (including the disciples, including you) are 
forgiven. Because he lived a holy life, you are holy in God’s eyes. You ARE restored. You ARE healed. Everything IS 

better. 

Peter and the apostles… still hadn’t quite understood that yet. But Jesus is patient in his reply. 

7He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

9After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 10They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in white clothes 
stood beside them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 

him go into heaven.”   



Rather than facepalm, and sigh, and berate the disciples for still missing the point, Jesus deflects the question with 
a response worth paying attention to. “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his 
own authority.” In other words: guys, you don’t need to know that. Maybe even more than that. You don’t get to 

ask that question. That’s God’s problem, not your problem. So just, clear that one out of your minds and focus on 
what I’m saying. 

You’re going to get power from the Holy Spirit. And then you will witness. You will tell everyone what you have 

seen and heard throughout the rest of the world. You are going to tell people about me. About what I did for them. 
You’re going to go bring the good news that saves people to the people who need it. That is what you need to 
know. 

…and then he left. 

He was taken up, away, lifted to heaven until he disappeared behind a cloud and the disciples maybe are thinking 

this time is a little different. This isn’t like the last 40 days when he’d just come and go, appearing and 
disappearing, this one feels different. Is he coming back? It maybe doesn’t seem like it. Well, that’s where he’s 
gone but what do we do now? We’ve always had Jesus to lead us, and teach us, and tell us what to do next. What 

now? 

You ever get really involved in a personal project? I have. Many times. Something you really want to get 
accomplished and you’re really into it and you devote most of your free time to it until it’s done. Soon as work is 

out you’re picking it back up and working on it until bedtime and maybe it’s going on for days or weeks. And then 

you finish! It’s done! 

I never forget that feeling the day after. When you punch out of work and you have free time and … now what? 
You just autopilot have had your free time filled with this project and it’s over! Now you have to think about what 

to do next! I kind of imagine that’s what it was like for these guys here staring into the sky and Jesus having left. 

But… they don’t get left there long. Two men in white suddenly appear (angels) and tell them. This same Jesus is 
going to come back! In the meantime, Jesus had given them directions. Go back to Jerusalem, wait for the Holy 

Spirit, and then get to the work I left you. 

The disciples may have been unsure of what to do next without Jesus, but the truth is, they had what they needed. 
They were ready to graduate from being just apprentices to doing the work themselves full time. They didn’t need 

to bother themselves with other questions, they just had to do what Jesus appointed them for. They had learned 

what they needed to know, and they were ready to start teaching others. They were ready to be the leaders and 

apprentice others. They were ready to teach people the truth about Jesus. 

But at the same time; we need to remember they were not leaderless. They were not alone. Yes, Jesus had left 

them physically, but he was still there. He promised to always be with them. And he was still the master. He was 
in charge of their mission, they took their orders from him. They knew they were working in his place until the 

day he came back. 

So that was it. The questions they had about the future – they were set aside. God’s problem, not theirs. Their 

leader had moved on and they were ready to teach others in his place. But they were not really without him. He 
would guide them and guard them and direct them always. He was still in control, still in charge, but it was time 

for Peter and the disciple to do more. 

Friends. 

Do you find yourselves ever matching the disciples here? 

I think for myself, it’s the first part I struggle with the most. I keep trying to ask God about his plan. Lord, why 
haven’t you healed this problem for me yet? Lord, when will you deal with the trouble happening in our world? 
Lord, why do you allow this tragedy to take place? Lord, isn’t it time you came back and just ended all this and 
took the believers home? It’s getting really sketchy down here. 

Do you know what Jesus’ response to these questions are when we ask? 

“It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own authority.” 

The disciples didn’t even get that they were asking the wrong question, never mind that they weren’t owed an 
answer from the Father. We need to remind ourselves of that. Not only is our impatience with God inappropriate, 

but our perspective is so limited compared to his. Think about this: the disciples were asking about restoring a 

temporary earthly kingdom for the sake of thousands when Jesus was concerned about the eternal fate of billions. 



We don’t know God’s mind. And we certainly don’t have his wisdom or perspective. And so when we start to think 
we should ask God questions about what he’s up to, about when or why he does something…maybe we should 
remember who we are, and who our Lord is. If you don’t understand what God is up to… that’s pretty standard. 

He’s God. We are not. And odds are, we’re asking the wrong questions. 

Or maybe like the disciples we find ourselves just sort of staring into the sky once we’ve learned about Jesus. 

Okay, Jesus! I know about you now, I trust you! You died for me, you rose for me, I’m forgiven and couldn’t be 

happier about that! I’m going to live forever in heaven up there with you! 

… 

Now what?  

Here’s where we just listen to what Jesus has to say to us. We heard all about it last week. We are to share what 
we have heard. Go and tell! Once you know about Jesus, you’re ready to tell about Jesus. You’ve graduated too. 
Don’t think you’re ready? Don’t know all the doctrinal minutia? Yeah neither did the disciples at that point. But if 
you know what that big thing behind me is and what happened there, you have everything you need to tell 

someone else about their savior. 

That doesn’t mean you’re the master now, same as the disciples. Doesn’t even mean you’re left alone in this. Jesus 

is still here. Jesus is here to guide you and guard you and direct you. He is still in control, still in charge, but 
you’re ready to do your part! 

And you have growing to do too. Learning from Jesus is a life-long pursuit as well. So we stay close to him where 

he promised to talk to us. In his word. The word of God is the single most important thing we have. It teaches us 

about our savior, it keeps us close to our savior, and it gives us the strength to share our savior. Treasure that 

Word and make it the central focus of everything you are and do. 

Friends, that same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven. Push aside all the questions that don’t need to be asked and focus on the task he has 

given you while you are here. Keep yourself ready for his return and do everything you can to help others be 

ready. You are ready for this mission because you have Jesus on your side. 

Our Lord has ascended, and until he comes back, we have work to do. So, let’s get to it. 

Amen. 


