
Alone 
…Because of Something Outside Your Control 

I. The Leper 
 

The man took one final bite of his fig and tossed the stem onto ground. 

He sat back down on the dirty blanket he used as he home. 

As he did, he noticed the contrast between the browns of the desert and his fingertips. 

 

The desert was brown. 

His fingers were pale. 

Deathly pale. 

 

He had leprosy. A terrible disease that ate away at your flesh. It started with your extremities: fingers, toes, nose 

and ears. Eventually, it made its way to the nerves causing severe damage to your joints, paralysis, even… 

 

Death. 

 

That’s why he was outside the city. Leprosy was highly contagious. To prevent its spread, lepers were removed 

from the city and placed into an isolated colony far away from everyone else. 

 

The population of this man’s colony? 

One. 

 

He was alone. 

No family. 

No friends. 

No people of any variety. 

Goodness, he longer for some enemies just to interact with. 

 

But as it were, there wasn’t anyone else there. He was 

 

Alone. 

 

Off in the distance, some travelers were on the way into the city. 

 

The man finished chewing. 

He needed to be able to shout out the traditional leper warning to all the healthy in the area: 

 

“Unclean! Don’t come near me! I’ve got leprosy. Unclean!” 

 

But before he could, he noticed someone in the group. 

A local teacher who had recently gained popularity. 

 

He had made the blind to see. 

The deaf to hear. 

The lame to walk. 

The dead to come back to life. 

 

Hmm… The man thought. 

I’m as good as dead. 

Maybe Jesus can heal me? 

 

Or… 



The better question… 

Will he? 

 

There was only one way to find out… 

 

When he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 

(Lk 5:12) 

 

The crowd gasped. 

This man had come close. 

 

Jesus, that man has leprosy! 

Jesus, we need to stay away from him. 

Jesus, what would happen if you caught it? This whole Messiah thing would be over just like that. 

It is hard to gain followers in a leper colony. 

We’d better just hurry and move on. 

 

But Jesus didn’t hurry and move on. 

Jesus slowed down and stopped. 

 

Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be made clean.” Immediately the 

leprosy left him. (v.13) 

 

The man looked down at his fingers. 

The pale dryness seemed to return to its warm brown. 

 

He bent his fingers. 

 

They move! 

 

A smile came over him. 

 

He could return home. 

He could return to society. 

He could return to his family. 

 

He was no longer… 

 

Alone. 

 

II. God is in Control 
 
Did you see what the leper called Jesus when he first saw him? 

 

It wasn’t Jesus. 

It wasn’t Teacher. 

It wasn’t Pastor, Messiah, or Savior. 

 

“Lord…” 

 

Master. 

Ruler. 

The one in control. 

 

Like Lord Farquad is in control of Storybook Land. 



Or Lord Voldemort is in control of dark magic in Harry Potter’s world. 

Or the Lord of the Rings is in control of…the rings. 

 

By calling him Lord, the leper exhibits the truth that Jesus is in control of everything! 

His confidence doesn’t stop there. He says, …if you are willing, you can make me clean.” (Lk 5:12) 

 

According to the leper’s thought process, the only thing that would prevent Jesus from healing him… 

 

Wasn’t his power. 

Wasn’t a shortage in viable medicines. 

Wasn’t the lack of a vaccine. 

 

The only thing that could stop Jesus from healing the leprosy was whether he wanted to or not. 

 

TRUTH: 

God is in CONTROL 

 

In the game of RISK, you roll dice to win battles and place your armies over the top of a map of the world. The 

goal is to use strategy and luck to gain world domination. 

 

I remember one time I was playing with some friends and had almost taken over the world. There were only a few 

countries in South America left for me to take on my next turn. I had to take a phone call. Before I did, I scanned 

the board which was covered in green army men and said, “Someone else can play for me. I’m in control.” 

 

But when I returned fifteen minutes later. There was only about one green army guy left in Irkutsk. Instead of the 

color green covered the map, it was now the color blue. 

 

I lost control. And quickly. 

 

I think a lot of people are wondering that about God right now. 

Has he lost control? 

With everything that’s been going on… 

Has evil taken the throne? 

 

Actually… 

If you are wondering if God is still on the throne… 

Aren’t you really wondering if God is still God? 

 

And if you are wondering if God is still God. 

Hasn’t evil already taken the throne? 

But not God’s eternal throne. 

The throne in your heart. 

 

God remains in control. 

No one knocks God off his throne. 

 

Not COVID. 

Not sickness. 

Not a slumping economy. 

 

Not politicians. 

Not society. 

 

Not even you. 

 



God is in control. 

 

III. Jesus’ Mission 
 

But that’s the rub. If God is in control, then why do such things happen? 

 

Like a pandemic? 

A covid diagnosis? 

A job loss? 

 

And even to people that God says that He loves? 

 

That leper showed great faith. 

 

Despite the leprosy’s record of killing so many in the ancient world, the leper believed that Jesus could defeat it. 

It’s why he had a great confession of faith and asked Jesus to heal him based on his desire not his ability. 

 

But I almost think the harder faith test was the one that occurred after his healing. 

 

Jesus ordered him to tell no one, “But go, show yourself to the priest, and offer what Moses commanded for 

your cleansing, as a testimony for them.” (v.14) 

 

If you are the leper, don’t you suppose you’d wonder, “Why?” 

Why not tell others? 

Why not send more lepers Jesus’ way? 

 

Jesus if you can do this for me, I know many more who would love to have your help. 

 

Jesus could have done some incredible earthly good! 

 

But Jesus wasn’t interested in doing just earthly good. 

Jesus was interested in doing incredible heavenly good. 

 

If too many people showed up to see Jesus as result of this healing. 

The enemies of Jesus might show up too. 

And kill him before he can share the good news of salvation with so many more. 

 

TRUTH: 

Above ALL, God wants you in HEAVEN. 

 

So badly. 

 

This is his end game. 

 

It’s why… 

 

He lived perfectly when you couldn’t. 

He died innocently in your place. 

He rose triumphantly for the assurance of your salvation. 

 

God wants you in heaven with him forever! 

Because in heaven, you are never alone. 

 

You are never without finances unable to get a job and unable to see friends. 

You’re never hooked up to some machine in some covid wing of a hospital unable to see your family. 



You are never scrolling through social media looking at everyone else’s friends and family while your profile is 

just you alone. 

 

You are never alone. 

You never feel alone. 

You are with God. 

 

Which is the best. 

 

Here’s what this means… 

 

If causing you to go through something difficult is what makes you turn to him. 

He’ll do it. 

 

He may make you feel alone for a moment. 

So that you are not alone for eternity. 

 

IV. The Most Daring Thing 
 
One of the most daring moments in this account happens right before the leper is healed. It says, “Jesus 

stretched out his hand and touched him. (v.12) 

 

Do you understand how dangerous that is? 

 

Leprosy was contagious. 

COVID levels of contagious. 

If you got it, it was always fatal. 

 

So, people stayed away! 

 

Don’t touch me. 

Don’t breathe near me. 

Don’t come within six feet of me! 

 

Most people stayed as far away from lepers as possible. 

Even friends. 

Even family. 

 

But not Jesus. 

Jesus touched him. 

 

TRUTH: 
When difficulties happen, God REACHES OUT. 

 

No matter what you’re going through. 

No matter how difficult it is. 

No matter how alone it is making you feel, because of all the junk and all the scary and all the baggage that causes 

everybody else to just back away…. 

 

Jesus won’t leave you alone. 

In fact, he has no problem reaching through the yuck and touching you. 

 

Here’s what this means… 

If for whatever the reason, the one who is in control of all things has ordained that you will go through a thing so 

that you may one day experience eternal things, know this…. 



 

He won’t let you go through it alone. 

He will be with you. 

Beside you. 

Holding your hand. 

 

And if you don’t believe me. 

If you don’t believe in Jesus. 

 

Consider this… 

What if right now, right here is his way of reaching out. 

 

There’s a reason this sermon came across your feed this morning. 

There’s a reason that you decided to click on it. 

There’s a reason that you are still sitting there right now. 

 

It’s God. 

He’s saying, “I’m here.” 

 

I lived for you. 

Died for you. 

Rose for you. 

 

And now that I’m alive. 

I want to be with you. 

Now. 

And forever. 

 

V. What Now? 
 

Show Yourself 
 

At the end of this account, Jesus tells the man formerly known as the leper to go and show himself to the priests. 

In Old Testament Levitical law, the priests functioned as doctors. They were the ones who could proclaim you as 

healed from a disease and give you the right of passage to enter back into society. 

 

Jesus wants the man to show himself to them so they can see his miraculous recovery. 

 

Do the same. 

Go and show yourself. 

Not to the priests. 

To the world. 

 

Show the world that you are no longer unclean. 

Show the world that you have been cleansed. 

 

By the way that you live. 

By the words that you speak. 

By the testimony you proclaim. 

 

Because… 

 

Despite what Jesus said, the man couldn’t help himself. 

As it was very obvious to everyone in town that his life had changed, they realized something had happened. 

And they wanted to learn more. 



 

They wanted to learn who. 

 

There are many who feel alone. 

Many who are alone. 

Many who need someone. 

 

And you are someone. 

And you have Someone. 

 

Give them God. 

Because with God no one is ever alone. 


