
Alone 
…Because of Something Others Did 

I. Hagar, the Runaway 
 

Hagar tripped as she came through the desert bramble. 

 

She was hot. 

She was sweaty. 

She was pregnant. 

 

And she was alone. 

 

“This is still better than what I was dealing with,” she assured herself. 

 

What she had been dealing with was a toxic situation. 

 

Hagar was a maidservant to Abram and Sarai. 

About 10 years ago, Abram had conversed with “the LORD”. 

The LORD had told him that he and Sarai would one day have a child and from that son, a great nation would arise. 

 

But it had been ten years since that conversation. 

Abram was now 85. 

Sarai was in her upper seventies. 

 

As her maidservant, Hagar had watched this take a toll on Sarai. 

 

She had gotten moody. 

She had been discouraged. 

She had been angry. 

 

But if there was one thing that Sarai was, it was determined. 

She would have a family. 

 

Even if she had to take matters into her own hands: 

Sarai had said to Abram, “The Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Please go to my servant girl. It 

may be that I can build up a family through her.” Abram had listened to the voice of Sarai. (Genesis 16:2) 

 

Being young and a maidservant, it wasn’t as if Hagar could say no. 

So, she went. 

Into his tent. 

 

With Abram. 

 

And when she left, she was with child. 

 

It felt kinda good. 

She wasn’t just a maidservant anymore. 

She was the mother of Abram’s child. 

 

Hagar splashed some water from the desert well onto her face. 

 

It wasn’t her fault that the child was more hers than Sarai’s. 



It wasn’t her fault that Abram was more her man than Sarai’s. 

It wasn’t her fault that she was more woman than Sarai. 

 

Hagar sat down in the dirt. 

 

That’s why she was here. 

Sarai had begun to mistreat her. 

Abram had done nothing to stop her. 

 

So, she had fled. 

 

I was just as alone back there as I am here, she whispered. 

 

Nobody saw how much they were hurting me. 

Sarah didn’t see how she hurt me. 

Abram didn’t see how he hurt me. 

 

Nobody saw me. 

And nobody sees me. 

And I am alone. 

 

At least, that’s what she thought. 

The Angel of the Lord found Hagar. “Hagar…where did you come from? Where are you going?” (v.7-8) 

She explained. 

 

I don’t know. Anywhere but back there! 

The angel of the Lord smiled at her. 

Hagar, please go back there. 

Go back and don’t be afraid. 

 

“I will greatly multiply your descendants, so that they will be too many to count…You will give birth to a 

son. You shall name him Ishmael, because the Lord has heard your affliction. (v.11-12) 

Hagar you aren’t alone. 

 

I am with you. 

 

I see you. 

I hear you. 

And I will be with you. 

Always. 

 

 

II. God Sees You 
 
I can understand why Hagar ran away. 

 

And when she ran away, it confirmed her own suspicions: 

There is no record of any other person going to look for her. 

 

Not Abram. 

Not Sarai. 

Not another servant. 

No other person was looking for her. 

 

But God was… 

 



And God is divinely good at finding things. 

 

Do you feel unseen? 

 

Like everyone on social media is out to get you? Trampling over your feelings with their comments. 

Like you’re outcast at work? Gossiped about. Blamed for all the problems. 

Like you don’t fit in with your family? Purposefully left out of get togethers so they can talk about you. 

 

You might have been bullied at school. 

Badmouthed by your sister. 

Ostracized by your boyfriend’s gossip. 

 

If you are alone because of something others have done to you, please know this: 

 

TRUTH: 

God SEES You. 

 

It’s like a game one of those hidden search books. There’s a picture of a scene at the zoo. The instructions are to 

find three rabbits, a hyena, seven black birds, a dog food bowl, and a baby seal balancing a mouse on the end of its 

nose. 

 

Confession: I’m not great at these. Sometimes I give up. I can’t find the seventh black bird. So, I just circle a small 

little black shadow in the corner that could be the seventh black bird. (If you hold it upside down from 4 feet 

away.) 

 

I’m not really sure that I found it. Until I go to the back of the book, find the answer key, and look for the red 

circle around the 7th blackbird that I couldn’t find. 

 

God doesn’t need to look at the answer key. 

 

God sees everything. 

God sees you. 

 

He sees your hurt. 

He sees your pain. 

He sees what others did to you. 

He sees how it is still affecting you. 

 

He sees what even you don’t see. 

 

III. You Matter 
 
Look back with me at verse seven. It is a very descriptive piece of literature: The Angel of the Lord found Hagar 

beside a flowing spring in the wilderness, beside the spring on the way to Shur. (v.7) 

 

Those are a lot of directions. 

Very specific. 

 

The one who was writing this was Moses. 

Moses doesn’t show up in history until hundreds of years after this conversation between Hagar and God. 

Hagar wasn’t around to give specifics. 

 

So… 

 

How did Moses know the details? 



God told him. 

 

Because God didn’t forget the details. 

Because the details mattered. 

Because Hagar mattered. 

 

TRUTH: 

You MATTER to God. 

 

This is the difference between God and the world. 

Oftentimes the world does see us. 

They do notice that something is wrong with you. 

 

It just doesn’t matter to them. 

 

Have you ever seen that on social media? 

Sometimes people post these laments about how nobody has been on their wall, and nobody cares about what they 

post and therefore, nobody cares about them. 

 

But you do care about them, they need to stop and post something to prove it. 

 

How often do people stop and post on such a post? 

Probably not often. 

 

They have other things to deal with. 

They have their own things to deal with. 

 

Not God. 

Because you are what God needs to deal with. 

 

Whatever happened to you, it matters. 

The pain that you feel, it matters. 

The emotional roller coast you are on, it matters. 

The depression you are battling, it matters. 

The anxiety you feel, it matters. 

The loneliness you are struggling with, it matters, it matters, it matters…. 

 

…Because… 

 

You matter. To God. 

 

IV. God Hears 
 
Did you catch the name of the child that God was going to give Hagar? 

She was to name him “Ishmael.” It’s really two Hebrew words put together to form one name. 

 

“Ishma” means “he hears.” 

“El” means “God.” 

 

God hears. 

 

God heard Hagar’s moaning in the desert. 

God heard her steps leading her away from everyone else. 

God heard her in her greatest need. 

 



And he came to provide what she needed. 

Encouragement. 

 

TRUTH: 

God HEARS You 
 

He hears your prayers. 

He hears your sighs. 

He hears your greatest needs. 

 

Actually… 

 

God heard your cries long before you ever cried them. 

He listened to your sighs before they ever left your lungs. 

He could make out your tears long before they ever escaped your eyes. 

 

And he heard it with his own, divine, eternal ears. 

 

“The Angel of the LORD” is the one who appears to Hagar. Verse seven introduces that phrase for the first time 

in the Bible. But it’s not the only time. “The angel of the LORD” as opposed to “an angel of the LORD” appears 

throughout the Old Testament. 

 

Who is the Angel of the LORD? Check out verse ten, “I will greatly multiply your descendants, so that they will 

be too many to count.” (v.10) 

 

Who can make that promise, but God himself? 

 

This is Jesus. 

The angel of the LORD who is also the LORD. 

 

He heard Hagar’s cry for rescue. 

He heard for a rescue. 

And he came to the rescue. 

 

Jesus was ostracized unlike any other. 

He was hated by his people. 

He was betrayed by a friend. 

He was abandoned by his disciples. 

On the cross, he even cried out “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” 

 

Jesus was really alone. 

Because he didn’t want you to be alone. 

Ever. 

 

When he rose, he conquered the sin and guilt that separates all of us from God. 

He brings us into his family. 

He says: 

 

I have seen you. 

I see you. 

I will see you. 

 

When you will see me in paradise. 

 

V. What Now? 



 

Don’t Go it Alone 
 

This was God’s encouragement to Hagar. 

Return to your home, take your job back, be part of the community. 

 

God knew that the middle of a desert filled with wild scorpions and raiders was no place for a young, single mom. 

 

Going back to her community was better. 

Community is better than alone. 

 

You need someone. 

If you are feeling alone, do not runaway. 

 

Do not ignore the people reaching out to you. 

Do not avoid them. 

Do not ghost them. 

 

God might be working through them to provide the community you need. 

To tell you that you aren’t alone. 

To tell you that God sees you. 

 

Yes, sometimes those people are the ones who hurt us. 

 

That makes it hard. 

It would have been hard for Hagar to go back too. 

 

But she wasn’t going back alone. 

And neither are you. 

 

She called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God who sees,” for she said, “Here have I really 

seen him who sees me?” (v.13) 

 

Write that down. 

When you feel alone. 

That’s the name of the LORD that you need to remember. 

That’s the name of the LORD you need to see. 

 

The name of the LORD who sees you. Amen. 


