
Alone 
…Because of Something I did 

I. Zacchaeus, the Loner 
 

Zacchaeus fiddled through his satchel for the keys. 

It was hard to find amid all the metal coins in his bag. 

But he prevailed, took it out, and locked up the door to the tax collector’s booth. 

 

Then, he noticed the graffiti that had been etched into the building’s wall. 

 

Hamartolos. 

 

It was the Greek word for “Sinner.” 

 

Zacchaeus was a tax collector. Tax collectors worked with the Roman empire. Since the Romans had imposed this 

empire on the Jewish people, the Jewish people weren’t thrilled with them. Nor with those who worked for them. 

 

Like Zacchaeus. 

 

But Zacchaeus had known that going in. 

He knew that he would be viewed as a traitor. 

 

But he also knew he would make a lot of money. 

As a chief tax collector, it wasn’t very hard to fudge the numbers. 

 

To turn the baker’s 4 denarius income tax into 14. 

Or to add an extra 12 quadrans per month into the single mom down the blocks’ property tax. 

Or send some soldiers to get payment from one of the merchants for a tax that he had already received…thrice. 

 

At the time, Zacchaeus reasoned he had to do it! Everyone had been such a jerk to him. 

Granted, you might argue that they were a jerk to him because he was one to them first. 

But at this point, it didn’t matter anymore. 

 

He was alone. 

Every night alone. 

Eating fine steak with his fine silverware at his fine dining room table. 

 

Alone. 

 

Before he could reach his home, he noticed a commotion. 

It was coming from the main street here in Jericho. 

He heard a few people shouting in the distance, “Jesus is coming! The Messiah is here.” 

 

He ran up the street. 

He had wanted to see this Jesus for a while now. 

He’d heard stories about how he’d healed the sick, caused the blind to see, and the deaf to hear. 

 

He was controversial. 

He had made those religious types that disavowed Zacchaeus angry. 

 

Zacchaeus liked that. 

 



Yet, he lived a completely different life than Zacchaeus. 

 

He wasn’t wealthy. 

Didn’t have a job. 

And didn’t own a home. 

 

As he neared the crowd, Zacchaeus was having a hard time getting a good view. 

 

A man’s head was in the way here. 

A street sign blocked the view there. 

A donkey blocked an entire section at the corner. 

 

Zacchaeus was short…So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see Jesus. (v.3-4) 

 

This is a good spot. 

I can listen incognito. 

Without one of the religious leaders pointing me out to Jesus and telling him all about my sins. 

 

Just stay quiet. 

And don’t move. 

 

But when Jesus reached the spot where Zacchaeus was, something different happened. 

 

Jesus stopped. 

Jesus looked up at Zacchaeus. 

And smiled. 

 

“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” (v.5) 

 

Wait what? 

 

You must stay at my house? 

The same house that I have been eating lonely dinner meals at for weeks? 

The same house that my own family avoids? 

The same house that still has the same bedspread on the guest room bed because no one has ever used it for any 

reason? 

 

Jesus nodded. 

 

Zacchaeus almost fell out of the tree he came down so quickly. 

 

Sure Jesus! 

Let’s go right now, Jesus. 

Do you like steak, Jesus? 

Or shall I fix tater tots? 

 

And Zacchaeus walked. 

And Jesus walked with him 

And Zacchaeus was no longer alone. 

 

II. Jesus Seeks Sinners 
 
I love the story of Zacchaeus. It isn’t just because of the timeless kids’ song. (Which would make a killer TikTok 

video by the way…) The account of Zacchaeus is filled with timeless truths for when you feel alone because of 

something you have done. 



 

TRUTH: 

Jesus SEEKS sinners. 

 

It’s the reason that when Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree… 

 

He didn’t turn and walk the other way. 

He didn’t engage in conversation and pretend to be busy. 

He didn’t even avoid eye contact. 

 

He walked right to Zacchaeus. 

When no one else would. 

 

In fact, this interaction doesn’t happen if it wasn’t for Jesus. 

 

Because yes, Zacchaeus got onto the parade route and got up into the tree. 

 

But he didn’t approach Jesus. 

Jesus approached him. 

 

In fact, take a look at verse one: Jesus was passing through Jericho. (v.1) 

If you back track some to the previous chapter, Jesus was actually trying to get to Jerusalem. (18:31) 

In fact, a bit farther in the chapter, he makes his way into Jerusalem for Palm Sunday. (v.28) 

 

Why stop in Jericho? 

Maybe the answer is simple. 

One word even. 

 

Zacchaeus. 

 

Jesus is still going out of his way to seek sinners today. 

Even right now. 

 

If you are hearing this right now… 

Whether you are listening to this in person. 

Or online. 

 

This is not a coincidence. 

Jesus is making sure that you are hearing this. 

 

Because Jesus has something to say to you. 

 

He’s saying, 

 

Hey. 

Stop hiding. 

I have been looking for you. 

 

III. Jesus Befriends Sinners 
 
When the other people in the crowd saw how this interaction went down, they said, “He has gone to be the guest 

of a sinner.” (v.7) 

 

That word isn’t theological here. 

It’s a derogatory term. 



An insult. 

A slur. 

 

A reason that no good person would ever befriend Zacchaeus. 

Especially not the supposed son of God. 

 

There is not a recorded response from Jesus. 

But if there had been… 

I imagine Jesus would have said something like this. 

 

“Yes.” 

 

TRUTH: 

Jesus BEFRIENDS sinners. 

 
This is the opposite of the world. 

 

This past week on the reality show called The Bachelor, there was a guy who had been dating a girl for about a 

week. He had told he that he liked her and saw a future in her. 

 

Until someone else showed up. 

Immediately, he dumped her. 

And admitted on camera to never having liked her in the first place. 

And to always having waited for this new girl to show up. 

 

Fun fact: 

When that show aired, the guy lost 120,000 followers on Instagram within an hour of the episode’s airing. 

 

The world abandons people who do wrong.  

 

Maybe you’ve experienced that. 

Maybe you lost your temper over the mask debate and drove away friends on social media. 

Maybe you’ve grew agitated because of too much time at quarantine and snapped at your kids. And now, they 

don’t want to come near you. 

 

Maybe you cheated on your spouse. And lost them. 

Maybe you gossiped about a friend. And lost them. 

Maybe you didn’t show enough love to your kids. And lost them. 

 

When the world abandons you because of your sins, it’s easy to think Jesus will too. 

But Jesus isn’t like the world. 

Jesus befriends sinners. 

 

He cares about them. 

He loves them. 

 

He cares about you. 

He loves you. 

 

IV. Jesus Saves Sinners 
 
As great as it was that Jesus sought Zacchaeus, wait till you see what happens when they sit down to eat: 

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the 

poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” (v.8) 



 

A transformation had taken place. 

 

He didn’t need to steal. 

Jesus had given him so much. 

 

He didn’t need money. 

He had a rich friendship. 

 

He didn’t need to feel alone. 

He had a Savior. 

 

Look carefully at Jesus’ reaction. In verse 9, he says, “Today salvation has come to this house.” 

 

On the one hand, salvation had come to Zachaeus’ house. 

He was a new man. He thought differently. He would live differently. 

 

But on the other hand, 

Salvation had come to his house. 

It had come as soon as Zacchaeus entered his house. 

 

Because that evening, 

Salvation… 

 

Was sharing a meal with him. 

 

TRUTH: 

Jesus SAVES sinners. 
 

Here’s how much Jesus loves you. 

 

He didn’t want you to be forever alone in sin, guilt, and shame. 

Separated from others. 

And God. 

 

So, he became your salvation. 

 

He lived perfectly when you couldn’t. 

He died innocently in your place. 

He rose triumphantly for the forgiveness of all your sins. 

 

Because of Jesus… 

You aren’t alone. 

You aren’t trapped in your sin. 

You won’t spend forever alone and apart from God. 

 

You are saved. 

You are safe. 

You get to be with God…Forever. 

 

V. What Now? 
 

Get out of the Tree! 
 



There’s an adverb that Jesus uses with Zacchaeus. He tells him to come down “immediately.” 

Verse fair shares that Zacchaeus responded by coming down “at once.” 

 

Zacchaeus knew that this being with Jesus is not something you put off. 

It wasn’t something that could wait till tomorrow. 

It wasn’t something at the bottom of his to-do list. 

 

Befriending Jesus had immediacy. 

 

Do the same. 

Befriend Jesus. 

 

Make the time. 

Take the time. 

Spend time with your Savior. 

 

Get out of your Sycamore fig tree. 

Or your Loblolly pine tree. 

Or even your lazy boy recliner. 

 

Befriend your Savior. 

Because your Savior wants nothing more than your friendship. 

 

Nicknames are a key part to friendship. People call each other nicknames usually out of friendship. 

Back in 6th grade I had friend called “Big Aaron” and “Little Aaron.” (Descriptive, I know.) 

One friend we called the Energizer Bunny, because he kept going and going and going. 

Daniela recently took to calling me “daddy-o”. 

 

Jesus likes nicknames too. 

 

The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. (v.10) 

“The Son of Man” is Jesus’ nickname for himself. 

It means that God became a human. 

 

“Lost” is a reference to…well…you. 

When he came to earth, it was for you. 

When he endured suffering, it was for you. 

When he died on the cross, it was for you. 

 

And…when he rose triumphantly, it was for you. 

 

But… he doesn’t call you lost anymore. 

Because of his work on the cross, another name is more appropriate. 

 

Now, he has a different nickname for you. 

Now he calls you… 

 

… “friend.” 

 

Amen. 


