
Crucial Conversations 
Ancient Church/Modern Problems 

 
We are in of our 1st Corinthians sermon series. So far – the letter has been focused on one big problem in 

the church – division. 
 
Chapter one is all about division. 

Chapter two is about division. 
Chapter three is about division. 

Chapter four is about division. 
 

It's one quarter of the entire book. 
 

Today we are finally addressing a different issue in the church. It’s an issue on which there was no division. 
An issue on which the people of the church were united. 

 

I. The Wrong Way to Deal with the Unrepentant 
 
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not 

tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. And you are proud! (v.1-2) 

 
The “you” there? It’s plural. 

As in… “All ya’ll.” 

 

Let’s look more closely at the sin in question. 
A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 

 

It’s worded very specifically. This is most likely not his mom, but his stepmom. (Had it been his biological 

mom, there’s a different Greek word for that). Maybe it’s a woman his dad married later in life that the son 
refuses to call mom. Since the ancient world often saw older men marrying younger women, it’s possible 

that the son and the stepmom were close in age. 

 
Of course, if you heard what I just said and though, “Well, at least it’s not that bad…” 
 

Don’t forget! This is his dad’s wife. 

This adultery. 
 

This is sin. 

 
Against his dad. 
Against his stepmom. 
Against God. 
 

The 4th commandment, “Honor your father and mother,” is not kept “Sleep with their 2nd spouse.” 
 

It’s such a horrific sin that Paul notes, “Even the pagans do not tolerate it.” 
 
Because this church was in a culture that was extremely sexually loose. This was a culture that worshiped 

their gods by hosting orgies in the temple and sold off young people to those in need of partners for this act 
of worship. 
 
These are the people saying, “Yes, we do that, but sleeping with your stepmom? No.” 

 
But the Corinthian church wasn’t calling it gross. They were allowing him to continue in that sin and 

were celebrating how wonderful they were in allowing him to do so. 
 



TRUTH: God’s people cannot CELEBRATE sin. 
 
Did you know that the church has a special calendar? Historically, there are certain celebrations that are 

held each year: Christmas, Easter, Advent, Lent, Pentecost. 
 
But there are also minor festivals. These aren’t always celebrated every year, but they still mark important 

events in the history of the church. 

 
Some of them mark events like the Presentation of Jesus, celebrating his naming day, on February 8th. Or 
the Birth of John the Baptist on June 24th. 

 

Others mark the faithfulness of people in the Bible: 
 
St. Mark Day on April 25th. 

St. Mary Magdalene Day on July 22nd. 

St. Barbnabas on June 11th. 
St. Matthew Day on September 21st. 
St. Philip and St. James Day on May 1st. (They have to share a day). 

All Saints Day On November 1st – a catch-all for everybody who wasn’t important enough to have their 

minor day, but together they are worthy of one. 
 

I was scouring through the list of festivals. Do you know what I didn’t find? 

 
There’s no… 

 

Murder Day! 
Gossip about Your Neighbor’s Eve. 
Festival of sleeping with your Dad’s Wife’s. 

 

God’s people don’t celebrate sin. 

Not publicly. 
Not privately. 

 
They don’t like a sin-promoting post on Facebook. 
They don’t reshare a suggestive photo on Instagram. 

They don’t retweet a racist tweet on Twitter. 

 

They don’t laugh about sin. 
They don’t smile about sin. 
They don’t celebrate sin. 

 
Society celebrates sin. 
God’s people celebrate the one who defeated sin. 

 

Think about this: If you celebrate something sinful… 
 
…you are celebrating the very thing that God calls evil. 

…you are celebrating the very thing that has ruined this world. 

…you are celebrating the very thing that put your Savior to death. 
 
Rather than celebrate sin; God desires us to hate it. That means we must have an entirely different 

approach to someone who is willingly doing sin in church. 

A man is sleeping with his father’s wife…Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of 
your fellowship the man who is doing this? (v.2b) 

Look at the verb. It’s present tense. That means this sin wasn’t something that the man slipped into. 
 

It wasn’t a one-time mistake. 



It wasn’t something he was struggling against. 
It wasn’t a sin of weakness for which he was turning to the church community for help. 
 

It was something he was doing. 
And doing. 
And doing. 

And doing. 

 
Here’s the problem. God calls us to repentance. Repentance means turning from sin and turning to our Savior. 
 

The unrepentant don’t turn from sin. They run with it. 

 
I love looking at porn. So, I’m gonna keep doing it. 
I have homosexual desires, so I have to act on them. 

I’m going to keep being a jerk to my parents, they deserve it. 

I’ll keep grumbling about the staff in my retirement community. You can’t tell me what to do. 
 
But none of this is the point of the letter. 

Paul isn’t writing directly to that man continuing in sin. 

Paul is writing to the ones who are enabling him to continue in sin. 
 

TRUTH: God’s people cannot ALLOW the UNREPENTANT to remain in their midst. 

 
You can’t be silent. 

You can’t go on like it doesn’t matter. 

You can’t talk about the weather and never address the sin. 
You can’t keep them on the membership roster. 
They get booted from the Facebook Community group. 

They don’t get delicious cookie after worship. 

They are not allowed to serve on the Hospitality Team anymore. 

 
If this sounds hard to you and you are wondering if Paul just went off the rails, remember that Jesus said the same 

thing. ““If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen 
to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every 
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to 

the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan. (Matthew 18:15-

17) 

 
God is calling us to have the hard conversation with believers who are continuing in sin. 
If you don’t, then you’re continuing in sin. 

Which means someone may soon will be having to a hard conversation with you. 
 

II. The Necessity of the Hard 
 
Maybe you are hearing this and thinking: 
 

This doesn’t sound very Christian. 

This sounds like it doesn’t work. 
This sounds hard. 

 
Paul answers all those hold ups in the next verse and a half: When you are assembled and I am with you 

in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. (v.5) 

 
Did you see the reason for the hard conversation? 

Did you see the “so that?” 



 
It isn’t so that I’m proven right. 
It isn’t so that this isn’t so embarrassing. 

It isn’t even so that I feel better about myself. 
 
So that he may be saved. 

 

TRUTH: Hard conversations can SAVE. 
 
This sounds exactly like God! He is the Savior. He desires people to be saved, which includes the 

unrepentant, and he’s willing to do whatever it takes to accomplish it. 

 
God is not afraid to make someone momentarily uncomfortable, in order that they will be eternally saved. 
 

TRUTH: Hard conversations are STRATEGIC. 

 
Because the way God accomplishes this might seem strange. Paul says that we need to hand him over to 
Satan. What does that mean? 

 

Satan means adversary. Satan opposes God’s people and attacks them with guilt and shame. In this scenario, 
Paul is suggesting that we give up on a person. He’s being strategic. 

 

Listen, we’re gonna stop giving him comfort. 
 

When the man’s alarm goes off for worship on Sunday morning, Satan will say, “You messed up. Big time. You 

can’t go there today.” 
When he gets near Newton Road, Satan will hit him, “Better not turn down that road. Your church is there. 
You might burn.” 

When he’s at Chipotle ordering a Carnitas burrito and a member of his Growth Group enters the line behind 

him, Satan will tell him, “That’s what you used to a part of. Now you’re not. Aren’t you the worst.” 

 
And… 

 
Hopefully the man is overwhelmed. 
And the man turns to God. 

And the man looks for his Savior. 

And He has One. 

And He is saved. 
 
I think this is helpful. If you are in need of a hard conversation, remember: 

 
1. The goal is to save a soul. 
2. The conversation is strategic. 

 

And it’s God’s proven strategy! 
 
It’s like football. One of the proven strategies for scoring a touchdown is that when you hand the ball off to 

a running back, the running back runs towards the end zone. 

 
It doesn’t always work. Sometimes they get tackled. But sometimes they score. 
 

But if the running back developed the strategy of running backwards as soon as he got the ball, he would 

score a touchdown approximately zero percent of the time. 
 

God’s strategy works. 
Trust him. 

Run his strategy. 



 
TRUTH: Hard conversations are JESUS-POWERED. 
 

But I suppose the hard thing about hard conversation is that it’s hard. Here’s the good news: You won’t 
be having that hard conversation alone. 
 

Paul says, “I am with you in spirit.” That’s just a way of saying, “I agree with you. I am casting my vote for 

having the hard conversation with the man and taking the hard action if he doesn’t listen.” 
 
Paul isn’t literally with them. 

Because he’s a human. 

His body is somewhere else in the Middle East doing mission work. 
 
But in verse 5 Paul adds, “The power of the Lord Jesus is present.” 

 

That’s not a metaphor. 
Because Jesus isn’t just human. 
 

Jesus is God. 

 
That’s an incredible power going with you as you have hard conversations. 

 

Power that drove out legions of demons. 
Power that drove out incurable leprosy. 

Power that drove our paralysis, deafness, and blindness. 

 
Power that drove out sin. 
Power that drove out shame. 

Power that drove out death from his own body when he rose triumphantly from the grave. 

 

This is the real power of Jesus that is with you, in you and through you. 
 

Another thing that hard conversations do is found in verse 6. Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know 
that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new 
unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

 

There’s not a lot of yeast in bread. To make a loaf, the ratio is one teaspoon of yeast to four cups of flour. 

 
That’s two teaspoons to eight cups. 
Three teaspoons to twelve. 

Four teaspoons for a gallon. 
 
But despite how little yeast there is in the bread dough, yeast still works its way through and causes the 

entirety of the dough to rise. 

 
A little yeast works through the whole dough. 
And a little unrepentance works through the whole church. 

 

TRUTH: Hard conversations are PREVENTATIVE 
 
Because if the Corinthians didn’t address the guy sleeping with his stepmom; there would be other issues. 

 

Wait, he gets to sleep with his stepmom? I should be allowed to be with my stepsister. 
 

And the yeast spread. 
And the unrepentance grows. 

And now there are lots of hard conversations to be had. 



 
Deal with the yeast before it spreads. 
Have the hard conversation. 

 
It’s like the Elementary Classroom. If a kid starts throwing spit balls at the teacher and the teacher doesn’t 
say anything, then all the kids spit spitballs at the teacher. 

 

But if the teacher pulls the kid aside. 
Has a hard conversation. 
Disciplines him with some detention. 

 

She hasn’t just stopped the kid from spitting spitballs. 
She’s stopped the whole class. 
 

Hard conversation isn’t just for the person you’re talking to. 

It's for everyone who’s watching. 
 
Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our 

Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

 
In 1446 B.C., the people of Israel were slaves to the Egyptians. God worked through a prophet named Moses to ask 

Pharaoh to, “Let his people go.” 

 
When Pharaoh refused, God threatened to send a plague if he didn’t let them go. 

When he didn’t let them go, God sent a plague. 

This happened nine times. 
 
The tenth and final time, God threatened Pharaoh that if he didn’t let the people go, he would send the angel of 

death to take the life of every firstborn boy in all of Egypt. 

 

Pharaoh not only refused, but banished Moses from his presence. 
 

That night in preparation for the coming of the Angel of Death, God told his people to prepare by taking a perfect 
male lamb, shedding its blood and painting that blood on the frame of their doors. When the angel of death this, 
he would Passover. 

 

So the people did it. They took a perfect, male lamb, shed its blood and painted the blood on the frame of their 

doors. That night death passed over any home covered by the blood of a lamb. 
 
Jesus is The Passover Lamb. 

 
He was the perfect, male lamb who shed his blood on the frame of the cross. 
Death will Passover us. 

Our sin has been covered. 

 
TRUTH: Hard conversations help us live NEW! 
 

Sin is a thing of the past. 

Jesus died so that you won’t suffer its consequences and that you won’t live under its powerful influence. 
 
Get rid of the yeast of unrepentant sin. 

 

If you start adding stuff into the recipe that the recipe doesn’t call for, you’re gonna get a different result. 
 

For example, if the cookie recipe calls for a cup of sugar and you put in a cup of salt, you’re not serving that 
to your guests. You’re throwing it away. 

 



God’s recipe for your life involves goodness. 
Not sin. 
 

God’s recipe for this church involves goodness. 
Not sin. 
 

So… 

 
WHAT NOW: Be Unleavened! 
 

This starts on a personal level. It’s something I can’t do for you. 

 
Take a look at your heart. 
Inspect your life. 

Compare it to God’s Word. 

 
If there are areas of your life filled with leaven… 
That is, sin… 

 

Repent. 
Turn to God. 

Dwell in his forgiveness and live differently. 

 
It’s what Paul writes at the end, “Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened 

with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” (v.8) 

 
This is important not only so that you are living your life for your Savior. 
But also so that you might more humbly and boldly do number two. 

 

WHAT NOW: Have the Hard Conversation 

 
It will be strategic. 

It will prevent the spread of unrepentance. 
It will be Jesus-powered. 
It might save an eternal life. 

 

Because did the reason that 1st Corinthians is called 1st Corinthians is because there is a 2nd 

Corinthians? It’s another letter that Paul sent some time afterwards. 
 
In that letter, this situation comes up again. 

And do you know what? 
 
The people had had the hard conversation. 

The church had excommunicated the guy who was sleeping with his stepmom. 

 
Only at the time of Paul writing 2nd Corinthians. 
He was no longer the guy sleeping with his stepmom. 

 

He had repented. 
He had turned to his Savior. 
He was forgiven by Jesus. 

 

He was saved. 
 

May God work through our hard conversations to accomplish the same eternal blessings. 
 

Amen. 


