
Resurrection Reality 
Ancient Church/Modern Problems 

 
This is the last sermon in our 1st Corinthians series. Throughout the summer, this ancient letter has 

addressed a host of modern problems: 

 

Division. 

Division. 

More Division. 

 

Sexual immorality. 

And a lack of rebuking sexual immorality. 

 

Abusing the Lord’s Supper. 

Jealousy over spiritual gifts. 

A lack of love. 

 

Paul has saved the biggest and most insidious threat to the Corinthian church for chapter 15. Take a look: 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 

preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. (v.1-2) 

 

This is a throwback to what the members of the Corinthian church had heard from Paul long before they 

were ever the Corinthian church. 

 

You are sinners who will die. 

You need a Savior. 

Jesus is that Savior. 

 

He died. He rose. 

By faith in him, you will rise too. 

 

At some point, the Corinthians were struggling with the teaching of the resurrection. This likely came 

from a group called the Gnostics. They claimed to be followers of Jesus but taught a different gospel that 

was resurrection-less. 

 

Maybe they came to visit to church one Sunday. 

 

They seemed nice enough. 

They were polite. 

Even had a laminated business card. 

 

The Corinthians listened to them speak. 

 

Jesus died, yes… 

But his resurrection wasn’t a real body resurrection. 

Resurrection just means that Jesus achieved an enlightened status. 

 

Which is all that you can really do either. 

Enough about this eternal life stuff. 

You won’t see any loved ones in heaven. 

 

Anyways – what kind of cookies do you have for fellowship? 

  



I. A Foundation Reality 
 
In chapter 15, Paul writes to remind the Corinthians that This new Gospel was not the real Gospel. 
 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 

After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 

time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 

abnormally born. (v.3-8) 

 

This seems to be one of the very first creeds. A creed is a statement of faith. We’re going to say one 

later today called the Apostle’s Creed. It was written about 300 A.D. 

 

But this one was written prior to the letter to the Corinthians. That would date it around 40-45 A.D. 

Within this early Creed there are three separate proofs that Paul points to as reality of the 

resurrection. 

 

According to the Scriptures. 

 

Psalm 16 was written about a thousand years before Jesus. It is written as if the Savior is talking to 

God. In verses 10-11 the Messiah says, “You will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will 

you let your holy one see decay. You make known to me the path of life.” 

 

Psalm 22 was written around the same time. It mentions the insults the Savior would suffer: his 

need for a drink, the pouring out of blood from his side, the piercing of his hands and feet, as well 

as Jesus’ specific cry of “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” Then, it foreshadows his 

resurrection, ‘You God, rescue my precious life.” 

 

Isaiah 53 was written 700 years before Jesus. It says, “He was pierced for our transgressions, he 

was crushed for our iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was upon him and by his 

wound we are healed…After he has suffered, he will see the light of life.” (v.5, 11) 

 

Daniel 3 equates Jesus to the angel Michael. It says, “The great prince will arise.” A reference to 

Jesus’ resurrection. Then it continues, “At that time your people – everyone whose name is found 

written in the book will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake!” 

(v.1-2) 

 

Jesus’ death and resurrection is written about repeatedly by different people at different times long 

before it ever happened. 

 

There were hundreds of witnesses! 

 

At around 4:30 pm this past Wednesday an 18-wheeler crashed into a barrier wall and spilled 

alfredo sauce all over a Memphis, Tennessee highway. Cleaning up the Alfredo sauce took over six 

hours, with workers from the Memphis Department of Transportation working until 1 a.m. 

 

When I heard about it, I said, “Im-pasta-ble!” 

 

But for real. This happened. There were eyewitnesses. It was reported on by CNN and Fox News! So 

I believe it. When you have more than one eyewitness the credibility level goes up. 

 

Jesus’ resurrection had over five hundred eyewitnesses. There are multiple accounts of Jesus 

appearing to multiple people in multiple locations. And you could still talk to them! Paul says to the 

people of Corinth – “Some of them are still living! So…If you need to hear it from another 



eyewitness, talk to them!” 

 

Speaking of eyewitnesses… 

 

Paul was one of them. It’s why he includes himself on the list and calls himself “an apostle, 

abnormally born.” 

 

Why? 

 

The other apostles became apostles when they willingly followed Jesus for three years. 

Paul became an apostle when he was on his way to destroy Jesus’ followers in Damascus and Jesus 

appeared to him and made him change his mind. 

 

It’s one thing to have your long time friends supporting you. 

But what about when it’s your long time enemy? 

 

That’d be like Putin coming out in support of Zelensky. 

 

It’s so unlikely to happen 

That if it did happen. 

Something must have happened to make it happen. 

 

In Paul’s case, something did. 

The Savior he thought was dead, appeared to him alive. 

 

II. The Reality of The Imaginary 

TRUTH: Christ’s resurrection is a REALITY. 

It’s certainty. 

It’s a fact. 

It’s history. 

 

Good thing too. Because if it were fake news, we would have to face some harsh realities about our 

faith. 

 

If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has 

not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. (v.12-13) 

I did a Google search of useless jobs. A few that came up. 

 

Elevator Operator. I’ve only experienced this one time, but I was sure glad that I didn’t have to go 

through the mental anguish of trying to find the number four button on the wall. 

Restroom Attendant. I do value how they keep the restroom clean. But when they’re not and just 

standing against the wall in a tuxedo waiting nicely while people do their “business”…I think I’ll use 

the restroom down the hall. 

Olympic Swimming Lifeguard. You know…Just in case Olympic record holder Michael Phelps get 

weighed down in the deep end by his 22 Olympic gold medals. 

 

If the resurrection isn’t real, “pastor” should be number one on the list. 

My entire career would be telling you lies to help you feel better about yourself. 

But if the pastoring is useless, so is your faith in what the pastor teaches. 

Your hope would be in something that won’t happen. 

Your faith would be in someone who died and stayed dead. 

Your confidence would be in a forgiveness of sins, when well… 

 

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins (v.17) 



If Christ didn’t rise… 

 

That checkered sexual past? You have to explain it to God. 

Those racist posts you deleted? God’s still got a record. 

The way you screamed at your kids? God’s got a voice recording. 

The lies you told your spouse? God’s got them on file. 

The bullying that kid at school? Someone sent God a snap! 

 

And you have to explain it. To a sin-hating God. 

 

TRUTH: A FALSE resurrection means a FALSE faith. 

Your sins aren’t washed away. 

Your guilt hasn’t been removed. 

You have not been declared innocent. 

There is no life beyond death. 

There is no heaven. 

 

III. Not just A Resurrection 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. (v.20) 

When I was growing up, my family had a bunch of raspberry bushes. There were left there from the 

previous homeowner. Through natural seed planting processes, the bushes had grown in number from a few 

to an entire forest of raspberry bushes. 

 

But raspberries don’t grow during winter. 

At the time, we lived in Minnesota. 

Minnesota has a longer winter. 

 

Come spring I would check the raspberry bushes daily. 

 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

Nothing. 

 

Then, something. 

 

A small, red, delicious looking raspberry. The first of the year. 

 

I was excited. 

 

Not just because I could eat one right then and there. 

But…in a few more days, there’d be enough for jars of raspberry jelly. 

 

Jesus is the first fruit. 

He died. 

He rose. 

 

And because he rose – we know that everyone connected to him will rise too. 

 

He's simply the first. 

You are the next. 

 

TRUTH: Christ’s resurrection means YOUR RESURRECTION 

 

Because his resurrection is real… 



 

Your sins are washed away. 

Your guilt has been removed. 

You have been declared innocent. 

There is life beyond death. 

There is heaven. 

 

By faith in your Savior Jesus, you will live. 

 

Not just your soul. 

But even your body. 

 

Just as Jesus’ body experienced a resurrection so will your own body. 

 

IV. Not just A Resurrection 

When does that happen? The Bible only gives a general timeline. 

But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end 

will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, 

authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. (v.23-25) 

 

First, Christ rose. That happened already. 

Then, he returns. That hasn’t happened yet. 

When he returns, our bodies will rise from the dead to join our souls in heaven. 

 

And then, look at what happens to death: 

It will be put under his feet. 

 

That’s what boastful boxers do when they’ve won a fight. They stand over their fallen opponent, 

put a foot on his chest, and cry out, “Who’s next?” 

 

When God fully defeats death, there will be no one next. 

 

TRUTH: Christ’s resurrection means the DEATH of DEATH 

 

To be fair, God hasn’t done this yet. 

 

People still die. 

Loved ones still die. 

Our dying is still a threat. 

 

But to the believer… 

 

Death is mortally wounded. 

 

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (v.55-57) 

 
There’s a story I often tell with this Scripture. It’s about a dad and his daughter who is deathly allergic to bees. 

 

One day a bee is swarming around them. The daughter screams! So dad wraps his big dad arms around her and 

takes the bee’s sting right in his bicep. He lets her go. She gets mad at her dad, “The bee is still here! Why did you 

stop protecting me?” He points to his bicep and shows her that stinger is stuck in his arm. 

 

The bee can’t sting her, because the bee stung him. 

 



In the same way, death can’t sting us because it stung Jesus. We will live eternally. 

 

But as I was preparing this message, I had a flashback. 

 

Two years ago, we went to Colombia to bring Daniela into our family. The 2nd night that she was with us she fell, 

hard, and started to vomit. 

 

We were terrified. We ran down to the front desk, asked in broken Spanish for a taxi, rode through the middle of 

Bogota at around 2:30am in the morning to a small medical building which had most of its lights turned off. The 

person at the front desk started to take information from Julianna while she told me to head up to the 2nd floor 

where a doctor would meet me. 

 

I went up. 

No one was there. 

The lights were off. 

I had to turn them on. 

 

While upstairs, my daughter awoke and started vomiting again. 

 

I ran back downstairs and met up with our caseworker. She loaded us in her car and drove us to a much larger 

facility. 

 

Same process. They took information from the caretaker while I was whisked away with Daniela to the emergency 

room. 

 

There I was surrounded by two doctors and a host of interns. All asking questions in Spanish that I my high level 

of emotions and 2nd level of Spanish Duolingo didn’t allow me to understand. 

 

I started to tear up. 

 

As the doctors left the room to discuss the situation, I looked down at this very sick, but very beautiful little girl in 

my hands. 

 

Where O Death is your victory? Where O death is your sting? 

The sting of death sin and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory… 

 

He gives you the victory, Daniela…through our Lord Jesus Christ. (v.55-57) 

 

Friends, he gives you the victory too. 

 

Amen. 

 


