
What’s Love got to Do with It? 
Ancient Church/Modern Problems 

 

Last week Pastor Doug taught us from 1 Corinthians 12. We learned that we are all a part of the same 

body. We are different parts of that body, but we work together to serve the same purpose. After you have 

had time to think about it… 

 

What part of the body do you think that you are? 

And is that the same as the part of the body you want to be? 

 

This past week I noticed for the very first time in my life that I have started growing ear hairs. 

 

Like long, ugly ones. 

Don’t look closely. 

I already removed them. 

 

But…what is the point of an ear hair? 

 

According to Web MD, “The hair just inside your ear works with earwax to keep dirt and debris away from 

your eardrum.” If it wasn’t for ear hairs, it would be hard to hear things. 

 

Further inside your ear, even smaller hairs help you hear. Sound waves causes them to vibrate at 

frequencies that are interpretated as noise. 

 

And check this. They help you balance. They live in canals full of fluid. When you move, this triggers tiny 

vestibular hair cell receptors which send signals to the brain and eyes via the hair cells' innervating 

neurons. 

Wow. 

 

Who knew ear hairs were that important? 

 

Still… 

 

Nobody wants to be an ear hair! 

Everybody wants to be a bicep, or a vocal cord, or a piercing, beautiful blue eye. 

 

And in the city of Corinth everybody wanted to have the cooler gifts. 

 

Preaching. 

Teaching. 

Music. 

Outgoing. 

Charismatic. 

 

So, Paul tells them in chapter 12 that all the gifts are equally important. 

And Paul segues to chapter 13 by saying, ‘There is one gift that you really should all desire above all else.” 

 

Love. 

 

I. Nothing without Love 
 

Paul writes, If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong 

or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and know all the mysteries and have all knowledge, and 

if I have all faith, so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away everything I 

own, and if I give up my body that I may be burned but do not have love, I gain nothing. (v.1-3) 

 



This is a famous portion of Scripture. I’ve preached on it a lot of times. (Always at a wedding.) 

 

But this isn’t even a wedding text! Paul’s original intended audience wasn’t a young couple about to be married, 

but a bunch of jealous church people. 

 

With that context in mind, Paul reminds us how important love is when it comes to using your spiritual gifts. 

 

TRUTH: A great SPEAKER without love is NOTHING. 
 

In verse 1, Paul mentions two spiritual gifts. The gift of speaking in “tongues of men” and the gift of 

speaking “in tongues of angels.” 

 

“Tongues of men” is a reference to regular speech. It’s what I’m doing right now. 

 

It's preaching. 

It’s teaching. 

It’s blog posting. 

It’s video podcasting. 

 

Some people are really good at it. I’ve got some pastors that I love to listen to and some blog posters that I 

always check out their blog posts. 

 

This is one of the most common spiritual gifts to desire. 

 

Wouldn’t it be nice to have your own book line? 

Wouldn’t it be nice to have thousands of people subscribed to your YouTube channel? 

Wouldn’t it be nice to see your Facebook post go viral? 

 

The second thing Paul mentions is “tongues of angels”. In other places, this is called “speaking in 

tongues.” This was a special gift to the early church that occurred in great volume shortly after Jesus’ death, 

resurrection, and ascension. It was a miraculous way of speaking that didn’t sound like any human 

language. 

 

It was God’s way of saying to the church at large, “Even though Jesus has physically left this earth, my true 

message and it’s power remain. Look at the miracle for proof.” 

 

Today some people claim to be able to speak in tongues. 

 

Is that real? 

I don’t know. 

But what I do know is… 

 

(1) It is a gift that the Bible says will happen much less frequently. (We’ll explain why later). 

(2) It is not a gift that believers should be desiring! 

 

Because if you speak in tongues of angels and love the way people marvel at your ability, so instead of 

taking a moment and lovingly communicating to the crowd that you are able to speak this way because of 

Jesus Christ your only Savior, you hurry off stage. Because you must get to the next crowd of people and 

impress them. 

 

You’re a gong. 

 

If you can speak in tongues of men and preach engaging, charismatic, passionate sermons, but you love 

the Facebook likes and Twitter retweets so much, that you are not going to bring up any difficult truths. 

Though that’d probably be loving. It’d cause you to lose followers. 

 

You’re a cymbal. 



 

If you can write social media posts with wit, humor, and logic, and you know you’re right, so you mock 

your opponents with name calling and cyber bullying. Sure. They are probably off in some corner 

emotionally hurting like a snowflake, but you’re not. So, who cares! 

 

You’re just a loud noise. 

 

I talked to the worship guy to see if our worship team owned a gong yet. 

 

They don’t. 

But we do have a cymbal. 

 

You tell me. 

 

Does this sound pleasant? 

Does this sound nice? 

Are you being encouraged by it? 

 

A great speaker without love is nothing. 

 

TRUTH: FEATS OF FAITH without love is NOTHING. 

Paul mentions two feats of faith: moving mountains and prophesying. 

The Bible is filled with even more! 

 

Take Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Three men who worked and lived in Babylon around 600 B.C. 

 

One day, the King of Babylon gathers the entirety of his staff and people into the town square. He then 

unveils a golden statue of himself. 

 

He issues a decree, “Everyone must bow down and worship that statue anytime they heard a signal from the 

royal band. If you didn’t bow down and worship, you will be thrown in a furnace of fire.” 

 

Let’s try it. 

 

He gives the signal. 

The royal musicians play music. 

Everyone bows down. 

 

Except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

King, we cannot bow down. You are not God. The Lord is God. We can only worship him. If you want to throw 

us in the fire, so be it. If God wants to save us, he can. 

 

And God does. 

 

The king throws them into the fire, and they live. They walk around in the fire. Not even a hair on their 

head is singed nor do their clothes smell like smoke. 

 

What a feat of faith! 

 

But what if they had lacked love? The story would continue a bit differently… 

 

Then, Shadrach went to his friend’s house and, just to show off, jumped on top of the flaming barbeque. 

 

Meshach took his son camping and, to gain his son’s approval, stuck his hand in to retrieve a marshmallow. 

 

Abednego ran into the burning building, once the firefighters had already done the work of pulling people 



out, just to show them how he wasn’t even sweating. 

 

Feats of faith without love are nothing. 

 

Cause then you’re just doing it for you. 

 

Not for God. 

Not for others. 

 

Maybe you get some YouTube views as you survive a blowtorch to your face. 

And someone in the comments section even calls you Magnificent. 

 

But God calls you nothing. 

 

TRUTH: The greatest SACRIFICES without love gain NOTHING. 

 

Paul mentions two specific sacrifices. 

 

Sacrificing all your stuff. 

Sacrifices your own body. 

 

People have no problems with sacrifice when you get something in return. 

 

Like going to the gym. 

 

You sacrifice your money to buy a gym membership. 

You sacrifice some time sleeping to go work out. 

You sacrifice your energy running an extra lap. 

You sacrifice the comfort of walking without a burning sensation in your calves. 

 

But these sacrifices get you something in return. 

 

More energy. 

A longer life span. 

A better-looking body. 

 

In the Christian world, if you sacrifice without love you might gain something. 

 

A good feeling. 

A high five from a friend. 

The approving looks of your fellow church members. 

 

But none of it lasts. 

 

Even if the sacrifice is an extreme sacrifice: 

 

Giving all the money in your 401k to a church building project. 

Giving all of your time to serve on various churchy boards. 

Giving your very life as a martyr burned at a stake. 

 

If the only reason you sacrifice is for the love of you, you will not gain anything that lasts. 

 

Not eternal life. 

Not another soul in heaven. 

Not God’s forever love. 

 

Love is most important. 



 

II. Defining Love 
 

What exactly is love? 

 

Are we talking about Disney princess love? 

Are we talking The Bachelor fireworks and balloon dates in Paris love? 

Are we talking I-love-Doritos-so-much-I’m-eating-the-whole-bag-right-now love? 

 

Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not envy. It does not brag. It is not arrogant. It does not 

behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not irritable. It does not keep a record of wrongs. It does not 

rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. (v.4-7) 

 

A few important notes about love. 

 

TRUTH: Love DOES 

 

In this description of love, most of the words that we translate into adjective in English are action verbs. 

 

Love patience-s. It practices patience. 

Love kinds. It does kind things. 

Love rejoices with the truth. 

Love bears all things 

Love believes. 

Love hopes. 

Love endures. 

 

It’s like those See Spot books. 

 

See Spot run. 

See Spot sit. 

See Spot stay. 

See Spot get hair all over his owner’s couch. 

 

Well…See Love. 

 

See Love practice patience as he waits for his wife to get ready in the morning. He’s feeling stressed 

because of the project due at work, but he practices patience so as not to stress her. 

 

See Love do kindness as she signs a birthday card and brings along a $5 coffee gift card for the gal at work 

that doesn’t even like her that much. 

 

See Love rejoice with the truth as he happily talks to his Muslim neighbor about Jesus. 

 

See Love bear a harsh thing as someone leaves a trolling comment on their Facebook post. But instead of 

typing a nasty reply, Love simply scrolls down. 

 

See Love believe that God is at work in worship. So, he gets his family into the car, even though they’re 

pouting because “they don’t want to”, and that’s hard for Love because he doesn’t exactly want to deal with 

pouting either, but he gets them into the car and gets them to worship so God can do His thing. 

 

See Love hope as she sits in the ICU holding her sister’s hand and praying for God to bring healing. 

 

See Love endure even when friends are telling him to give up, ‘She’s a toxic wife! Get divorced. Move on.” 

But he touches his wedding ring to ensure it’s on tight. 



 

TRUTH: Love does SELFLESSLY. 

 

Its actions are not selfish. You can see this clearly in the things that Love is not. 

 

Love does not envy. Envy is very selfish. The envious can’t be happy for his wife when she comes home 

happy about her promotion at work, because he’s too busy being upset that he didn’t get a promotion at 

work. 

 

But Love is too busy celebrating the other to be envious. 

 

Love does not brag. Bragging is pretty self-centered. The braggart can’t be sensitive to her husband’s bad 

day, because she’s too concerned with everyone knowing how awesome she is for getting the promotion. 

 

But Love is too concerned with tending to the other’s emotions to brag. 

 

Love is not arrogant. Some translations translate “pride.” The bad kind of self-centered, I am better than 

you, and more important than you pride. 

 

Love humbles itself to promote others. 

 

Love does not behave indecently. It isn’t rude. It doesn’t say, “I can say those words if I want. I can burp 

that burp if I want. I can show them this finger if I want.” It makes me feel better so if you’re offended 

that’s your fault. 

 

But love is concerned about how others feel rather than himself. 

 

Love is not selfish. Which is the definition of selfishness. 

 

Love is not irritable. This is a verb. It doesn’t say love never feels angry. It might. But…love just doesn’t 

unleash that irritability on another. 

 

Like if you are a parent and you have been having a rough day working from home and you head into the 

playroom and the Legos that you have asked your kids to pick up at least three times already that day are all 

over the floor. 

 

Love doesn’t scream. 

Love doesn’t shout. 

Love doesn’t mutter. 

Love takes a deep breath. So as to not harm the ones who left the Legos out. 

 

And love keeps not record of wrongs. Because why do people keep a record of wrongdoing? Answer. 

 

To make themselves look better. 

To puff up their pride. 

To showcase why they should get their way. 

To make others take their side rather than the one who wronged them. 

 

Love doesn’t do that. 

Love throws away that record of wrongs. 

Because it is concerned with the reputation of the other. 

 

III. Love Personified 
 

I don’t know about you. But at this point in the Scripture, I am feeling fairly low. 

The things that love is not sounds like a better description of me than the things that love is. 



 

There’s a very specific Greek word that is used in this text for love. 

 

It’s not philos which refers to conditional friendship love. 

It’s not eros which refers to conditional romantic love. 

It’s not even storge which refers to conditional parental love. 

 

It’s agape which refers to unconditional God-level love. 

 

TRUTH: Love is PERSONIFIED in God. 

 

This whole section presents love at the subject that is doing the action contained in the verb. This becomes 

especially incredible when you understand that the word for love is agape and even more so when you read 

1 John. 4:8. 

 

It says, “God is love.” 

 

So put God’s name into that whole description of love. 

 

God is patient. God is kind. God does not envy. God does not brag. God is not arrogant. God does not 

behave indecently. God is not selfish. God is not irritable. God does not keep a record of wrongs. God 

does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. God bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. (v.4-7) 

And God does this selflessly. 

 

He practices patience and waits for us to turn in repentance. 

He shows kindness and pours our blessings on us in a daily basis. 

He doesn’t envy. He’s already got everything. 

He doesn’t brag. But proclaims what he’s done for us. 

He doesn’t behave indecently because he’s the definition of decent. 

He didn’t act selfish, but everything he does; he does for you. 

He doesn’t keep a record of wrongs but nails it to a cross and throws it in a tomb. 

He rejoices with the truth because the truth is what saves us. 

He bore all things literally as he placed them on his back and took them to the cross! 

He endures. Because, of course, he does. 

 

Which leads to our last point. 

 

TRUTH: Love LASTS. 

 

Paul says it this way: 

 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

man, I put away childish things. ow we see indirectly using a mirror, but then we will see face to face. 

Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I was fully known. 

 

Because there are certain things that are part of your life as a child, that probably aren’t as a man. 

 

I used to use a baby bottle. No longer. 

I used to wear a bib. No longer. 

I used to sleep in a crib. No longer. 

I used to have light up shoes. Despite the fact that I want them…no longer. 

 

Those things were needed. 

But no longer. 

 



And so many of the spiritual gifts that we think we need so badly. Will one day be things that were needed, 

but no longer. 

 

Except love. 

 

Love is what gets us to eternal love. 

Love is who gets us to eternal love. 

Love is with whom we dwell in eternal life. 

 

God. 

 

Love is the only spiritual gift that lasts! 

 

That’s even true of the most important virtues of Christianity: Faith and hope. 

 

They are both vital to our life on this earth. 

 

Faith trusts that God will return for us. 

Hope waits for God to take us to heaven. 

 

But… 

 

When he has returned… 

And taken us to heaven. 

 

Faith and hope won’t exist. 

 

So now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

 

Amen. 

 

 


