
Boasting 
Angler to Apostle Series 

We are in the middle of our sermon series on Peter. Last week Peter got a foot bath. It wasn’t one of those 

electronic ones either – the ones that you fill with a few drops of Lavender oil and it shoots out little tiny bubbles 

in a massage like fashion onto the bottom of your feet. 

 

Nope. 

 

Peter has his feet hand washed by Jesus. 

It was an incredible lesson on serving. 

 

Once everybody’s feet were washed, it was time for the Passover meal. This usually was a festive event. There 

was good food. There were good drinks. There were songs. There were shouts of praise to the Lord. 

 

But this one was less festive. 

 

Jesus predicted Judas’ betrayal. 

Judas left to do that betrayal. 

Jesus gave them bread and wine that he called his body and blood. 

He predicted his death. 

 

Look at what Scripture says happens next, “After they sang a hymn…” (Mt. 26:30) 

Based on all the really great news they just heard, I wonder how happily they sang it? 

 

You know when a 5th-grade teenager is forced to be in choir when he doesn’t want to? 

That’s how I picture them singing this. 

 

Amazing Grace how sweet the sound. 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once said, “prost!” but now I frown. 

I dined but now sad I be. 

 

It’s not the main point of this sermon, but briefly… 

 

Just because things seem bad… 

Just because things looks bad… 

Just because you feel bad…. 

Or even very sad… 

 

It doesn’t mean things are bad. 

 

You’ve still got God. 

You’ve still got a Savior. 

 

Sing a hymn. 

 

The next thing they do is something recommended by counselors and therapists for whenever things get tense. 

They take a walk. 

 

They went out to the Mount of Olives. (Mt. 26:30) This is about a mile or two outside the city walls. It is where 

the Garden of Gethsemane is located. 

 

The walk is probably quiet. 

 

You can hear the crickets chirping in the night. 

Thomas starts to nervously whistle. 



Bartholomew tries to cut the tension with a joke. 

Everybody’s mind is racing. 

 

What Jesus says next probably doesn’t help. 

 

Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written, ‘I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you 

into Galilee.” (v.31-32) 

 

Jesus is quoting Zechariah 13:7. It’s a book written hundreds of years before the disciples were ever born. 

 

Can you imagine finding out that there was a prophesy specifically about you in the Bible? 

Sounds cool. 

 

But what if the prophecy was specifically about how you would sin? 

 

You open Zechariah 13:7 and it reads, “Bob, will strike his toe and angry swears will scatter.” 

Or maybe, “Covid will strike my church, and the flock will scatter.” 

 

Peter doesn’t like it. 

Not one bit. 

 

Peter answered him, “Even if all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” (v.33) 

 

Jesus, I believe you. 

They will fall away. 

 

Definitely my brother Andrew. 

Probably John too. 

 

But not me. 

I’m your boy, Jesus. 

I’m not leaving, Jesus. 

Never, Jesus. 

 

Jesus puts his hand on Peter’s shoulder. 

Truly I tell you: Tonight before the rooster crows you will deny me three times.” (v.34) 

 

They’ll all run away ‘cause they are scared. 

But they’ll still call themselves disciples. 

 

But you… 

 

Once. 

Twice. 

Three times. 

 

You will pretend you don’t even know me. 

 

I. About Boasting 
 

Ouch. 

 

That did not go as expected. If you’ve ever read this section before, you might have been tempted to cover 

your eyes as Peter spoke. “Don’t do it Peter! You’ll regret it. I can’t look.” 

 

But uncover your eyes. 

Just as it was important for Peter to hear Jesus words. 



It is important for us to hear these words too. 

This section teaches us all about a sin we all struggle with – boasting. 

 

TRUTH: Boasting OVERESTIMATES yourself. 

 

A while back I was at the gym. The guy I went with suggested that we do barbell bench press. Cool with me. I 

used to do bench press back in college. 

 

He loaded the bar to have two plates on each side – 225 lbs. 

I thought, “I used to be able to do that. Like five times…I’m sure I could do it again, because taking 13 years off 

isn’t enough time for muscle to atrophy. 

 

I lifted it up. 

I took a deep breath. 

I lowered it. 

 

And…. 

 

That’s it. 

 

It didn’t go back up. I needed his help to keep the weight from crushing me. 

 

This is what happens with boasting. It overestimates oneself. 

 

I overestimated my strength and ended up under a heavy weight. 

Peter overestimated his courage and (spoiler alert) will end up underneath a pile of heavy guilt. 

 

What about you? 

What has your boasting put your under? 

 

Maybe you overestimated your ability to get things done and are now underneath a load of stressful deadlines. 

Maybe you overestimated your bank account and are now under heavy financial burdens. 

Maybe you overestimated your charm, said “I’m romantic enough” and are now under marriage burdens. 

Maybe you overestimated your smarts, didn’t study for the test and are now under a 2.0. 

Maybe you overestimated your faith, said, “I got this,” and are under the impression you can never ask anyone for 

help, unless you want to look foolish. 

 

That’s not all boasting does. 

 

TRUTH: Boasting SHAMES others. 

 

How do you think the other disciples felt when Peter threw them under the bus? 

Or since there weren’t bussing back then – the boat? 

 

I imagine that one started to grind his teeth. 

Another started mumbling about him. 

Still another shouted, “You tell him Jesus.” 

 

Boasting is selfish. 

It is done to build oneself up. 

Even if it must tear others down in the process. 

 

Have you ever seen this happen? You’re listening to someone describe something – maybe what they had for 

lunch, “I wanted to be healthy, so I went to Moe’s and got the chicken bowl.” 

 

And some else jumps in, “I got a chicken bowl too. But it was from Chipotle. Their chicken is organically raised 



and cage free, so it’s healthier. I’m healthier. Also…I had a Kale and Wheatgrass shake on the side.” 

 

Or maybe someone is talking about how they ran a mile that morning. Someone else jumps in, “Cool man! I went 

running too. I did 1.1 miles this morning. And I probably sweat less than you did.” 

 

We even boast about things that shouldn’t be boasted about. 

 

I watched an episode of the Office last night. 

I watched 14 episodes of the Office last night. 

In a row. 

The superfan episode edition. 

And I turned off the volume and spoke all of Michael’s lines myself. 

 

We do it at church. 

 

“My faith is struggling.” 

“Really? Mine isn’t.” 

 

“I confess this sin.” 

“I don’t struggle with that.” 

 

“I’ve really enjoyed worshiping the last couple of weeks.” 

“I’ve enjoyed worshiping that last couple of years.” 

 

Boasting is so selfish. 

 

We want to feel better about ourselves. 

We don’t care if it makes others feel worse… 

 

But we should. 

 

Remember last week. 

 

God called us to serve one another in love. 

Not shame one another in boasting. 

 

Although… 

 

There is something for Peter to boast about in this section. Look at it again: 

 

Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written, ‘I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you 

into Galilee.” (v.31-32) 

 

Did you see it? 

 

“..after I have been raised…” (v.32) 

 

As in… 

I will die. 

But I will live again. 

 

This is great news! 

But Peter missed it. 

 



He was too busy trying to make himself into a hero. 

That he missed the real one. 

 

TRUTH: Boasting IGNORES the real hero. 

 

Because the real hero is Jesus. 

 

He beat sin. 

He beat death. 

He beat shame. 

 

We didn’t. 

 

But sometimes we shrug it off, because we’re too busy trying to make sure that everyone knows, “I’m the one who 

made that church banner.” 

 

Great job dying for our sins Jesus. 

But I’m the one who’s telling everyone about you. 

 

Good job keeping the church going through the pandemic God. But I’m the one who served on all the boards. I was at 

all the services. I taught all the kids, figured out all the technologies, and gave the majority of the monies. 

 

I did a lot. 

Actually, did you do anything? 

 

God, it’s like you need me. 

I’m YOUR Savior. 

 

If you make yourself the hero of your story. 

You rob the title from Jesus. 

 

And then… 

 

You’re nothing more than a villain. 

 

Look at verse 34: When you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. (v.34) 

 

Jesus is making a prediction a bit farther down the road. 

 

Peter will abandon him. 

Peter will deny him. 

Peter will fail. 

 

But he will still be Jesus’ disciple. 

And when Jesus rises from the dead, Peter will find forgiveness too. 

 

TRUTH: Boasting finds FORGIVENESS in Jesus 

 

No matter what your boasting has been. 

 

If you’ve been boasting to your spouse. 

If you’ve been boasting to your friend. 

If you’ve been boasting at church, with your friends or against your brother… 

 

All of that sin finds forgiveness in Jesus. 



 

In fact, I don’t mean to boast. 

Actually, I do mean to boast. 

 

There is no amount of sinful boasting you have done that Jesus doesn’t cover. 

 

He is your Savior. 

He is your Strength. 

He is your Salvation. 

 

He is your Rock. 

He is your Ruler. 

He is your Redeemer. 

 

He is your Creator. 

He is your King. 

He is your Conqueror. 

 

He is your Lord. 

He is your Light. 

He is your Life. 

 

He is your reason to boast! 

 

III. What Now? 
 

Scripture has some ideas on boasting. Check it out! 

 

1 Corinthians 1:31 says, “…let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

2 Corinthians 10:17 says, “He who boasts should boast in the Lord.” 

Psalm 34:2 says, “My soul will boast in the Lord.” 

Psalm 44:8 says, “In God we have boasted all day long.” 

Philippians 1:26 says, “Your proud confidence (similar to boasting) abounds in Christ Jesus…” 

 

Do you get the point of what God is saying to you? 

 

Here’s one more passage and I think it’s worth seeing on the screen. Galatians 6:14 says, “May it never be that I 

would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

A guy named Paul wrote this. 

He had been on four missionary journeys. 

He started over twenty churches. 

He wrote thirteen books of the Bible. 

 

If there’s ever been a reason for a believer to boast, Paul has one! 

 

But he would only boast in the cross. 

He would only boast in his Savior. 

He would only boast in Christ Jesus died to save him the worst of sinners. 

 

Boast in Christ 
 

And if you see that on the screen right now and you are thinking, “I already do.” 

I think you might have misread the passage. 

 



It says, “Boast in Christ.” 

Not “boast in your boasting in Christ.” 

 

Boast in Christ. 

 

It’s like trying to set your friend up on a date. 

And you boast about your friend to your friends… 

 

She’s really great. 

She’s pretty. 

She’s intelligent. 

She’s athletic. 

She’s brave. 

She’s funny. 

She’s got tickets to the ACC Championship game. 

 

Really? Sold. 

 

You boast about your friend. 

Because you love her. 

And because you want others to meet her. 

 

Do the same with Jesus. 

 

Boast about him. 

 

Boast to your friends. 

Boast to your family. 

Boast to your neighbors. 

Boast to your children. 

Boast to your spouse. 

Boast to whoever’s sitting next to you right now. 

 

If you’re online, go to the comment section, boast about your Savior and do it right now. 

 

This is your calling. 

This is what disciples do. 

This is the boast of Christ followers. 

 

Because… 

 

When you boast about you, what’s the result? 

 

You feel better for a moment. 

Someone is impressed with you for a minute. 

Or maybe people just get annoyed by you. 

 

But when you boast in Jesus. 

 

You might affect someone’s life. 

You might affect someone’s eternal life 

 

Boast in Christ and Christ alone. 

 

Amen. 

 


