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Angler to Apostle 

“Fish guts!” 

 

Simon turned his nose to the side as he dumped the remainder of the chum bucket into the Galilean sea. He’d been 

doing this task his entire life, but had never grown accustomed to just how rotten fishy flesh could smell when left 

in the hot desert climate for too long. 

 

He took the bucket and rinsed it in the waves for good measure. 

 

Fishing was what he knew. 

 

He knew where the best places to fish the Sea of Galilee were. 

He knew when the weather would slow their attempts and when it would increase them. 

He knew how to spot the difference between a blue tilapia and a red belly tilapia. (Hint: it’s related to colors). 

 

Fishing was his life. It was the type of thing that got passed down among the family. His dad Jonah taught them all 

the secrets -- How to row, when to drop net, and where to get sea sick. These things would become so engrained in 

one’s family’s life that the entire town would simply know you as fishermen. 

 

That’s what Simon’s family was. Fishermen. 

 

Speaking of family… 

 

“Hey Simon!” It was Peter’s brother Andrew. Also…a fisherman. “Simon! I have something amazing to tell you.” 

 

Simon put the bucket down and flipped it over to sit upon. 

 

“You got some kinda hot lead on where to find some big fish? Remember – your last lead left us out in the cold for 

five hours without even a minnow sized musht to feed our families.” 

 

“Simon, this is more important than musht.” He grabbed Simon by the arm. “We have found the Messiah!” 

 

“Messiah?” That’s something else Simon knew about. Any good young Jewish boy new about Messiah. It was a 

Hebrew word that meant “Anointed one”. Since early childhood days, Simon had been told by his family about the 

Messiah, how Scripture predicted his coming and how the Messiah would be their salvation. 

 

Exactly what kind of salvation? That depended on whom you asked. 

Some thought economic. Some thought military. Some political. 

 

Whether Simon believed Andrew or not, he decided to go with. 

It’d be a nice break from the fish gunk. 

 

They left the shores of Galilee and came into town, to a small home. Andrew opened the door and beckoned Simon 

to go in first. Peter hesitated. He knew how people usually reacted to him. 

 

I thought I smelled a fisherman getting close to the house. 

How are those fish, today fisherman? 

Did you catch a big one? 

 

But there was one person there who reacted to him much differently. His gaze caught Simon’s eyes. It was the 

man seated in the position of honor. He looked as if he was remembering Simon, studying him, knowing him. 

 

The man spoke, “You are Simon, son of Jonah. You will be called Cephas” (which means “Peter”). (v.42) 

 



I. The Beginning of Peter’s Story 
 

This is the start of Peter’s story. In fact, it’s the moment that Peter first receives the name Peter. The start 

of his new name! 

 

Every story has a beginning. 

 

This is something that I’ve been working on with Daniela. Recently, she’s begun to enjoying reading stories 

to me. The only problem is that she doesn’t always do the story in order. 

 

For example, we have the book, “Cinderella”. Daniela’s a big fan of starting the story when the clock strikes 

midnight so that she can frantically call out, just as her papa does, “Run! Run! Run! RUN!!!” 

 

Hold on. 

Back up. 

Start at the beginning. 

 

Every story has a beginning. 

Every discipling story has a beginning. 

 

TRUTH: Discipling starts with KNOWING JESUS. 

 

If you know the end of Peter’s story, he becomes a leading apostle for the Early church. A man that many 

look up to and a writer of two books of the Bible. 

 

You’d imagine that he’d have to start by applying for the position via a rigorous selection process. 

Nope. 

 

That he’d have to raise thousands of dollars in scholarships to learn at the feet of Jesus. 

Nope. 

 

That he’d have to prove himself by having Jesus watch him in action for a bit like some kind of NFL Scout. 

Nope. 

 

His discipleship started with knowing Jesus. 

 

Peter’s story is no different than yours. 

Your discipling starts with knowing Jesus. 

 

For some of you that means, you’ve been being discipled for years. 

Since you were a young child. 

 

For others of you, you’ve only recently begun to get to know Jesus. 

For even more of you, it might be happening right now. 

 

No matter. 

 

If God has introduced himself to you, then your discipling story has begun. 

 

You don’t need to send in an application. 

You don’t a degree. 

You don’t need a large amount of scholarship money. 

You don’t need millions of Instagram followers. 

 

God is discipling you. 

 

II. How to Know Jesus 



 

But God doesn’t just want us to know him 

God wants us to know him. 

 

Look at what Andrew calls Jesus when he first meets him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are 

you staying?” (v.39) 

 

To be fair he’s not wrong. 

Jesus is a teacher. 

 

Rabbi is a kind, respectful term. 

 

But he isn’t entirely understanding how Jesus is… 

 

But take note at what happens after he spends some time with Jesus and makes his way to invite his 

brother, “We have found the Messiah!” (which is translated “the Christ”). (John 1:41) 

 

Messiah is a Hebrew word that means “Anointed One.” 

Christ is a Greek word that means “Anointed One.” 

We usually use the English word “Savior.” 

 

TRUTH: Discipling continues through TIME WITH HIM. 

 

If you want to be discipled this year…. 

If you want to grow in faith… 

If you want to build your trust... 

If you want an increase in courage, a decrease in fears, and an extreme amount of peace… 

 

You need time with Jesus. 

That’s it. 

Plain and simple. 

 

It’s like lifting weights. If you haven’t worked out in a year and suddenly you see your bicep muscle in the 

mirror and “Hey! It’s not as big as it used to be.” 

 

No wonder! You’re not exercising. 

 

It’s the same with your faith muscle. 

It needs to be exercised. 

God exercises that faith through time with him. 

 

Because when you spend time with Jesus… 

 

You learn more about his almighty power. 

You understand his incredible plans. 

You increase your ability to live as his child. 

You better grasp how deeply and firmly he loves you… 

 

…And knows you. 

 

III. When He Knew Us 
 

But I don’t think we’ve touched on the greatest truth of this story. 

We mentioned how Andrew didn’t really know Jesus. 

We mentioned how Peter hadn’t even met Jesus. 

 

But Jesus on the other hand? 

He knew a bit more. Looking at Simon, Jesus said, “You are Simon, son of Jonah. You will be called 



Cephas” (which means “Peter”). 

Notice the difference. It is Simon and Jesus’ first interaction. 

And Jesus speaks as if he knows him. 

 

Because he does know him. 

And has always known him. 

And he knows you too. 

 

TRUTH: Long before you knew Jesus, He KNEW YOU and WANTED to disciple you. 

 

Before you ever stepped foot in this church, he knew you. 

Before you heard your first Bible story, he knew you. 

Before the waters of baptism touched your head, he knew you. 

 

Before you knew when you’d retire, he knew you. 

Before you knew what to name your first child, he knew you. 

Before you knew your spouse, he knew you. 

 

Before you knew where you’d go to college, he knew you. 

Before you knew who you’d ask to the prom, he knew you. 

Before you knew what your class schedule was like in high school, he knew you. 

 

Before you knew how to add and subtract… 

Before you knew how to ride a bike… 

Before you knew what your favorite Saturday morning cartoon was… 

 

He knew you. 

 

In fact, God’s knowledge of your goes back even farther than that… 

God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, so that we would be holy and blameless in 

his sight. In him we also have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. (Ephesians 1:4-7) 

 

God knew you would be a sinner. 

God knew you would have guilt. 

God knew you would have shame. 

God knew you would need a Savior. 

 

God came as that Savior. 

 

God wants you to know that Savior. 

God wants you to follow that Savior. 

God wants you to be discipled by that Savior. 

 

IV. What Now? 
 
(1) Spend time with Jesus 
 
This is what Jesus told Andrew. 

And what Andrew told Peter. 

 

Come. Spend time with Jesus. 

 

This is a key opening truth for this series. 

Because over the pandemic, some of you have significantly reduced your time with Jesus. 

Others of you have stopped time with Jesus altogether. 

 

Enough. If you want your faith to grow, you’ve got to spend time with him. 



 

The same is true for your kids. 

 

I saw a few parents recently lamenting on their Facebook pages on how difficult it was for kids to grow up 

in the pandemic. They said, “This stinks! It’s such a difficult time. I wish they could grow up knowing Jesus 

like I did.” 

 

Ummm… 

 

They can. 

 

Don’t worry. I looked. The CDC did not say that COVID means you can’t tell your kids about Jesus. 

 

You can have devotions. 

You can read them the Bible. 

You can decide that if it’s worth the risk of COVID to bring your kid to basketball tryouts, it may be worth it 

to bring him to church to learn about Jesus. 

 

Spend time with Jesus. 

 

Even if it means you have to pick up the Bible. 

Even if it means you have to forego watching Netflix. 

Even if you’re asked to wear a mask while doing so. 

 

It’s worth it. 

 

Jesus is your God. 

Jesus is your Savior. 

 

Because Jesus is your kid’s God. 

And Jesus is their Savior. 

 

(2) Tell 

 

We are about to embark on a series about Peter. 

And yet, recognize, that the series about Peter wouldn’t be possible without Andrew. 

He’s the one who ran to tell his brother about Jesus. 

 

And without that sprint and that invitation, we’d be without one of the most influential players in the early 

Christian church. 

 

To whom are you an Andrew? 

To whom do you need to go? 

To whom do you need to say, “We’ve found the Messiah. Come. Follow me.” 

 

Run. 

Not right now. (You can wait untill the end of the service). 

 

But run. 

 

Run to next door. 

Run to your iPhone. 

Run to your Facebook messaging app. 

 

Tell that someone about the Savior. 

 

And if that sounds intimidating remember this: 

 



Peter didn’t know about Jesus until Andrew told him. 

And Andrew didn’t know about Jesus until John the Baptist told him. 

And John the Baptist didn’t know about Jesus until a voice from heaven introduced Jesus to him. 

And when Peter did meet Jesus, Jesus already knew him. 

 

God is in the process. 

God knows his people. 

God knows how he will work through his people to disciple his people. 

 

And God knows how he will work through you to disciple his people. 

 

Final Thought. 

 

It’s interesting that Jesus almost immediately changes Simon’s name. 

He calls him “Cephas” which is a Greek name that translates to “Peter.” Peter means “Rock.” 

 

Solid. 

Impermeable. 

Strong. 

 

To be fair, it wasn’t that Peter on his own was a rock, but when God’s character was working through him, 

he would become that rock. 

 

In short, Jesus knew who Peter was. 

And he knew who Peter would be. 

 

And Jesus knows who you are. 

And he knows who you will be. 

And what he wants you to be is discipled. 

 

Amen. 

 


