
Personally Called 
Angler to Apostle 

Simon and Andrew were set for a morning of hauling in the big catch. But before they could use their net to 

tangle the fish, they needed to untangle it from itself. 

 

No, Simon, pull it that way. It’ll just tangle it up even more. 

I’m telling you. We need to power through the knot. 

And I’m telling you. That’ll just make the knot tighter. Then, we miss today’s catch. 

 

See! Simon said as he pulled the net from both sides. It’s ready. A regular maritime prison. 

 

Andrew bristled. Did you have to use the word ‘prison?’ 

 

Andrew’s mentor, John the Baptist, had recently been arrested and put into prison. His crime? Preaching against 

the sins of the local king. 

 

It was sad. John had taught Andrew so much and been the one who had introduced them both to Jesus. 

 

Sorry. I didn’t mean to remind you. Simon apologized. But it’s probably a good lesson for us. We need to stick to 

fishing. It’s what we do. Leave the religion to the religious elites, you know? 

 

John didn’t do that…and look what happened to him. 

 

Simon threw the net into an offshore area known for being a tilapia feeding zone. 

 

We know who we are. 

We’re fishermen. 

So…we fish. 

 

But before the nets was in the lake long enough to consider what they were doing to be “fishing,” they heard a 

voice: Friends, that’s exactly why I need you! 

 

The brothers turned around. It was Jesus. He was walking towards them and smiling. 

 

Andrew… 

Simon… 

Come. 

Follow me. 

 

I will make you a different kind of fisher. 

I will make you fishers of men.” (Mark 1:17) 

 

Simon and Andrew looked at one another. 

But only briefly… 

 

Despite any and all reason to the contrary, it didn’t take them long to decide what to do. 

Immediately, they left their nets and followed him. (v.18) 

 

I. A Personal Calling 
 

This is Jesus’ second recorded interaction with Peter (who despite having Jesus predict his name change 

to Peter is still going by Simon). Since the events of last week’s introduction, John the Baptist’s ministry has 

ended and Jesus has determined it time to begin his own ministry. 

 

But Jesus doesn’t want to do the journey alone. 



So, Jesus heads to the beach to the local fishing wharf to make a very personal job offer. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus personally CALLS disciples. 

 

In fact, the verb that’s used in the Bible for what Jesus did includes the visual of Jesus “going out to them.” 

The one taking all the action in the verb is Jesus. He is the one responsible for the call. 

 

This makes discipleship totally different from any other call. 

 

Facebook is consistently ranked one of the greatest places to work. It was ranked number 1 in 2018. 

They have a good pay rate, a relaxing environment, and free lunches. And by free lunches I don’t mean “dry 

bread and baloney.” Employees have round-the-clock access to latte-art coffees, gourmet meals, and 

Instagram-worthy desserts. 

 

Facebook has 58,604 full time employees. If you want to be the 58,605th, you’ll need an application. 

Then, an application review will review your application. 

If your application makes the cut, you’ll be contacted by a recruiter. 

If the recruiter likes you, you’ll receive a phone interview with a hiring manager. 

If the hiring manager likes you, you’ll then have to talk to a potential teammate. 

And five or six more potential teammates. 

 

Then, you wait. While all your interviewers meet to discuss you. 

 

One person who is not a part of the process? 

Mark Zuckerburg, C.E.O. 

 

Not so with Jesus. 

He personally identifies, visits, and calls Simon and Andrew to discipleship. 

 

More than that. 

He has very personally called you. 

 

He didn’t just post a wanted ad online. 

He didn’t set up a Monster.com job offer. 

He didn’t take out an old-fashioned ad in the newspaper. 

 

He came to you. 

 

He was in the waters of your Baptism. 

He was in the words of that Sunday school teacher. 

He was in that moving article on the blog. 

He was in the encouragements of your neighbor. 

He was in the Growth Group Bible study. 

He was in that conversation on the porch in July of 2017 when your friend shared the Gospel with you. 

 

God has in a very personal way called you to discipleship. 

If you aren’t a disciple, he’s calling you right now to be on his team. 

 

But…Why? 

 

I was watching a documentary on pyramid schemes. 

Do you know about these? Someone comes up with the idea. They are the C.E.O. They sit at the top. 

 

They get a few people to invest in the program by giving him a couple thousand dollars. We’ll call these 

people 2nd tier. The second tier people, in turn, recruit a handful of people to invest in the business. They 

get a percentage of that investment. And the 1st tier gets the rest. 

 

Then, the third tier of people go and get their handful of people to invest. Each of them keeps a percentage 



and kicks the rest of the pike to the 2nd tier which keeps some and passes the rest up top. 

 

And so on and so forth… 

 

In the end, the people participating in a pyramid scheme are not interested in you. The guys do not know 

the names of the people at the bottom. 

 

They just know them as $457 dollar commission check. 

 

Discipleship is not a pyramid scheme. 

Jesus doesn’t just want you for your money. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus wants YOU for YOU. 

  

Jesus could have went looking for disciples in the religious elite of the day. 

He could have recruited Pharisees, Sadducees and the high priest Ananias. 

 

He didn’t. 

He chose some guys that whose best skill was how to properly scale and gut a perch. 

 

Jesus selected you too. 

 

Because of your talents, your skills, and your abilities. He knows there will be things that you will do as a 

disciple – that only you could possibly do. 

 

Things tailored to the single mom. 

Things tailored to the millennial working for the startup company. 

Things tailored to the 30-year veteran construction worker. 

Things tailored to the 4-year-old Blue Lamb. 

Things tailored to you and your circles. 

 

Because at a fishing lake, there are lot of places that one could fish…. 

 

Behind the mossy log. 

At the banks of willow tree. 

In the deep end just about a mile inward from shore. 

 

If someone’s only fishing in one place, they might miss the place where they are biting. 

 

God doesn’t just fish in one place. 

God fishes through his people in their places. 

 

God wanted you on his team so you could fish where only you can. 

You matter to him. 

 

But you won’t be fishing on your own. 

 

II. Personal Training 
 
Pay careful attention to what Jesus says here, “I will make you fishers of people.” 

 

Not you will make you. 

Not another disciple will make you. 

Not Bob, the trainer, will make you. 

 

Nope. 

 



I, Jesus, will make you a fisherperson of people. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus will personally TRAIN you. 

 

That’s great news. Because Jesus is great at everything he’s done. 

 

He did a great job making this world. 

He did a great job when he made you. 

 

He did an excellent work… 

 

On making a perfect life on this earth. 

On making his sacrifice to remove all your sins. 

On making his body alive again. 

 

On making you completely forgiven. 

On at making a place in heaven for you. 

On making you his child. 

 

God’s kinda like that kid in art class. You know the type. 

 

The kind that always gets their projects finished before everyone else. 

The kind whose art projects always get the adoration of the teacher. 

The kind whose Macaroni art gets put on the wall like it’s a Leonardo DaVinci of macaroni art. 

 

While your art gets tossed into the trash, because your teacher accidently thought it was just scraps. 

(Guess which kind of kid I was?) 

 

God is excellent at what he does. 

All of God’s work is frameable. 

 

And he will do excellent work as he disciples you. 

 

IV. A Personal Response 
 
(1) Drop Your Nets 
 
In verse 16, Simon and Andrew are casting a net into the sea. 

In verse 18, they leave the net behind. 

 

I wonder how long it was laying there on the beach. 

Or if it caught a wave and was lost to sea. 

 

I don’t think they cared. 

 

It wasn’t that fishing was immoral or even unimportant. A fishing net is a morally indifferent thing. But 

these fishermen knew that it would get in the way. So, they left it behind. 

 

What should you drop that’s getting in the way? 

 

Drop the crypo trading app. 

Drop the Snapchat. 

Drop the Netflix account. 

 

Drop the relationship. 

Drop the friend. 

Drop the family member. 



 

Drop the hours of extra work. 

Drop the politics. 

Drop at least one of the 15 extracurriculars for your kids. 

 

Drop the deep desire for the approval of others. 

Drop the need to have social media approval. 

 

If something is slowing you down from following Jesus, drop it behind you. 

 

(2) Follow Jesus 

 

When Jesus called Simon and Andrew, he gave two commands: “Come” and “Follow”. 

 

Why? 

 

Because the first command only goes so far. 

It took the disciples to wherever Jesus was on the shore. 

But that would be it. 

 

The “follow” command got them so much farther. 

They would be with him… 

Continuously. 

 

God has the same command for you. He wants you to not just come to him. But to follow him. 

 

If that’s something you’ve never done. 

Hear his personal call. 

Follow him. 

 

If it’s something you’ve done before, but gave up on over the pandemic… 

Follow again. 

 

He’ll wait. 

He wants you to follow him. 

And you’re going to want to follow. 

 

Allow me to remind you why… 

 

IV. A Personal Care 
 

Honey, I’m home. 

And yes, I brought some company. But… 

One of them is probably the Messiah. Hope you don’t mind. 

 

Simon’s wife came around the corner as Jesus and the others entered into the main living space. 

No. I don’t mind. But you may have to speak quietly. My mom is still sick. Her fever is high. 

 

Simon’s face fell as he followed her into the kitchen area. 

You mean it hasn’t gotten any better. 

 

Nope. I gave her tea, hot water, herbs from the marketplace. She just keeps burning up. 

She dipped a rag into some cold water, rung it out and handed it to her husband. 

Here. Go see my mom and take this cold rag to her. 

 

Simon paused. 

I’ll go see her. But I’m not taking the rag. 



 

Simon went back to the living room. 

Jesus, my mother-in-law is sick. Can you… 

 

Jesus and the others followed Simon into the back room. 

There lay a frail looking woman on a bed. 

She was glistening with sweat and moaning from the pain. 

 

Jesus walked to her bedside. 

He kneeled next to her. 

He grabbed her hand. 

 

And… 

 

Immediately, the shares of healthy brown returned to her skin. 

 

She was healed. 

She got up and started waiting on them. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus CARES for his disciples. 

 

Jesus cared for Simon. 

Jesus cared for his mother-in-law. 

 

Jesus will care for you. 

Jesus will care for your family. 

Jesus will bring you home to heaven. 

 

Only follow him. 

 

Amen. 


