
Live Life Together 
As We Give Generously 

 
We are in the middle of our Live Life Together series. We’ve been looking at the early church of Acts 2 to 

see how they lived life together. We’ve learned they did this by worshiping together, loving one another, 

and encouraging each other. 

 

These are also things we are calling on each of you to reinvest in 2000 years later.  

 

The next sermon topic comes from verses 44-45. It says, All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

 

I don’t know if you noticed. 

I haven’t preached in a while. 

Actually, I haven’t preached at all in this series. 

 

Pastor Rob preached for our PL 25th anniversary celebration. 

Pastor Doug preached on worship. 

Pastor Doug preached on love. 

Pastor Doug preached on encouragement. 

 

It’s been a month since I’ve been up here. 

Looking at today’s topic, I think I know why. 

 

I get to talk about money. 

 

A prayer: Oh Lord, strengthen us by the truth; your Word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you 

want us to see; open our ears to hear what you want us to hear; and open our hearts to believe what 

you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. Corinthian Generosity 
 
The lesson for today is from 2nd Corinthians. If you’ve been with us over summer, Corinthians would be familiar to 

you. The last sermon I actually preached was one on the book of 1st Corinthians. It was a letter written to a church 

in Corinth, Greece. A church that had a variety of problems: 

 

Divisions. 

Sexual Immorality. 

Not rebuking sexual immorality. 

 

Getting drunk at the Lord’s Supper. 

Being jealous over each other’s talents.  

And a growing doubt that the resurrection wasn’t real. 

 

One thing that wasn’t a problem for that church was generosity. Look at what it says in the last chapter of the 

book: Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first 

day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it 

up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. (v.1-2) 

 

The collection was for a sister church in Jerusalem. That’s Acts 2, the place where the concept of “church” started. 

It’s also where violent persecution against the church started. As a result, the Jerusalem church lost members. 

 

Some fled. 

Some were dead. 

Some were without a bed. 



 

The remaining group were dealing with a crackdown of taxes from a Roman government that was against them 

and overall less funding to cares for the physical needs of their church family. 

 

It might have happened like this.  

 

Bob is an elder at Jerusalem church. 

Bob has a great job as a merchant. 

Bob supports Jerusalem church generously. 

 

Bob gets beaten up for believing in Jesus. 

Badly beaten up. 

 

Bob has high medical bills. 

Bob is no longer able to work. 

Bob doesn’t have the fund to contribute like before. 

 

The Jerusalem church suffers. 

 

Neighboring churches started a collection for the saints of Jerusalem. The Corinthians agreed to join in. In 

fact, they pledged one of the largest sums of money. It was such a high amount that when other churches heard of 

it, they were encouraged. 

 

But time passed. 

And more time passed. 

 

And the Corinthian church hadn’t sent in their gift. 

And the Jerusalem church was wondering if it got lost in the mail. 

And it wasn’t just that someone didn’t understand how to access it in Church Center. 

 

They just didn’t want to give anymore. 

2nd Corinthians is a letter, in part, to address those missing pledges. 

 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. (v.6) 

 

This is a simple concept. 

 

If you want to grow a bunch of seed, plant a bunch of seed. 

If you want to grow a little, plant a little. 

 

In early September, I tried to fill in the bald spots in our yard. I tilled up the dirt, plants some seed, 

covered in hay, and watered it. 

 

A week later it was coming up, but sparsely. 

It looked kinda like my head with 2 or 3 blades popping up. 

 

So, I watched a YouTube video by Vonnie, the Garden Lady. The video was called 10 ways to Idiot-

proof your lawn planting. One of the things Vonnie the Garden Lady said was that if you want to 

grow lots of grass, you’ve gotta plant lots of grass. They, then, showed a close-up of a bald spot with 

seed planted in it. 

 

They had about 5 times more seed than what I had planted. 

And they ended up growing about 5 times more grass than what I had grown.  

 

TRUTH: Giving has PROPORTIONAL results. 

 



It’s true with gardening. 

It’s true with giving.  

 

The blessings you harvest directly correlate to the amount of giving you have done. 

 

This is where Living Life Together comes in. 

 

Because I only have so much seed. 

And you have only so much seed. 

And she has only so much seed. 

And so does he. 

 

But together we sow more seed. 

Together we grow more harvest. 

 

Together we run an Early Childhood center that opens up to the community and connects families 

with God’s Word. 

 

Together we’ve upgraded our online technological game. So, we can reach more and more people 

through the internet. 

 

Together we’ve bolstered our ranks. And we have more and more people on staff helping to Plant 

Jesus in the Triangle. 

 

Together we’ve got Durham real close to starting. Where we will be able to reach an entirely new 

community with the message of Jesus. 

 

Together we sow. Together we grow. 

 

When we sow little, don’t be surprised when we grow little. 

When we sow much, praise God when we grow much. 

So…how do you personally get involved in giving? 

 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (v.7) 

 

Notice is not some kind of flat tax rate of $49.99 that each believer must pay to keep their 

membership in the Christian church. 

 

Everyone gives what they’ve freely decided to give. 

 

There’s no set amount. 

There’s no minimum payment. 

There’s no monthly membership fee. 

 

Later on in worship, when we pause to allow people to check in and give, I will not be walking up 

and down the aisle to make sure you are putting enough zeros into the space provided by our giving 

page. 

 

You are free to give whatever amount you choose.  

 

But… Do you know what you aren’t free to do? 

 

Not give.  

 

Read the passage again. Each of you should give… 

 



Each of you. 

Young; old. 

Rich; poor. 

Long time believer; or recent.  

 

If you are a believer and you aren’t giving, you aren’t following God. 

 

TRUTH: Giving is Godly 

 

Because God loves giving! 

 

He gave us this incredible world. 

He gave us the warm glow of a fall sun. 

He gave us the beautiful colors of autumn leaves. 

He gave us delicious pumpkins that taste wonderful ground up into spice and place into a latte. 

 

He gave you life. 

He gave you family. 

He gave you friends. 

He gave you church family. 

 

He gave you his life. 

He gave you his death. 

He gave you his resurrection 

 

He gives you peace. 

He gives you joy. 

He gives you forgiveness of sins. 

He gives you the promise of heaven. 

He gives you eternal life. 

 

God loves giving to you. 

And God loves giving through you. 

 

But sometimes the reason we don’t give isn’t because we don’t want to. 

It’s because we don’t think that we can. 

 

The budget is tight. 

The bills are coming in. 

The credit card company keeps calling. 

 

Inflation has made it so that the paycheck doesn’t go as far as it used to. 

 

Allow God to encourage you in such moments. 

 

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work. (v.8)  

 

God is able. What an understatement. 

 

God once sent bread from heaven to provide for his people. 

Another time he made oil pour forth endlessly to care for a widow. 

Another time he took a basket of bread fish, fed over 5000 people full, and collected 12 baskets full 

after everyone was so stuffed they couldn’t move. 

 

God is able to provide what you need to give. 

 



Notice all the “alls”. 

 

God is able in in all things. 

In some lasagna cooked for your sick neighbor. 

In some water bottles for the guy at off ramp of I-540. 

In some dollars towards the start of our Durham ministry. 

 

God is able. 

 

God is able at all times. 

At the time you’re struggling to pay off your student loan. 

At the time you’re fully funding your second IRA. 

At the time you’re gotten the notice of eviction. 

 

God is able. 

 

God is able for all needs. 

For your need to be safe under a roof. 

For your need to feed your family. 

For your need to pay bills. 

 

For your need to give… 

God is able. 

 

TRUTH: Giving builds TRUST 

 

God is the one that is telling you to give and he’s the one providing what you’ll give. 

Giving involves trust that God will continue to provide for you. 

 

It’s like dad buying you a family-sized bag of Skittles. 

And then he asks you to give the green ones back to him. 

 

When we remember that dad is the one who gave us the Skittles to begin with and we wouldn’t have 

any Skittles without him and he’ll replenish the Skittles when we are running low, giving is easier. 

 

Look at the reason that God gives for giving to his people. 

 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your 

store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 

 

Did you see it? 

Did you see God’s goal? 

 

He increases the supply. 

You plant more seed. 

There is more of a harvest! 

 

TRUTH: Giving grows the HARVEST. 

 

For the Corinthians, their giving would support the church in Jerusalem. 

 

It would give widows food so they could see God’s love in action. 

It would give pastors support so they wouldn’t have to get a 2nd job and could share the Gospel. 

It would give the Jerusalem church funding so they could offer support to the homeless in their 

community, build relationships, and introduce them to the ultimate relationship of Jesus. 

 

For us, it works similarly. 



 

It connects us with Mary. She’s been lonely over the pandemic, but recently joined our Starting 

Point class after seeing one of our messages on a Facebook post boosted by your giving. 

 

It connects us with the “Montez Family”. The mom hadn’t been to church since 4th grade and dad 

stopped attending in high school. But the thought a “Christian education” sounded good for their 

kids, so they were able to enroll them at Precious Lambs with the help of Tuition Assistance 

supported by your giving.  

 

It connects us with Javarius. He’s young and struggling in the city of Durham. Pastor Doug got into 

an hour long conversation with him at a local coffee shop that ended with getting his contact 

information, because Pastor Doug doesn’t have work a second job because of your giving. 

 

It connects with SuLin. She moved her from another country. She had been having a hard time with 

bills. She walked up to church one day asking for help. I was able to help her with a gift card to 

Food Lion and some counseling – sharing with her the deep love of Jesus. All by your giving. 

 

Giving grew the harvest at Jesus’ time. 

Giving grows the harvest in our time. 

 

And I’ve talked a lot about GIVING in regards to official church funds. 

But what about life groups.  

 

It’s your life group identifying a need in the community and pooling funds to help the community. 

It’s finding out a member of your life group is struggling so you slip them a grocery gift card. 

It's one of your life group members getting injured and you taking turns giving meals. 

It’s putting together meals for the homeless and going out as a life group to pass them out. 

 

And those actions build bridges. 

And you plant seeds. 

And God grows the harvest. 

But the blessings of giving don’t end with the people receiving the gifts. 

 

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also 

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have 

proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of 

the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And 

in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has 

given you. (v.12-14) 

 

Thanks, praise, and prayers. 

 

On Thursday, I was doing some work for our Branding Task Force. I was at a local coffee shop, 

showing people the three names we are thinking of rebranding to and asking their opinion. 

 

One of the young ladies there wanted to learn more about our church. I said we’ve been working on 

a second campus and our goal has been to get into the Durham community and improve our reach 

into the North Raleigh community that we might reach the lost with the message of Jesus.  

 

She gave thanks to God for you – a church focused on reaching the lost. 

She praised God for a church willing to go through such a change that some might be saved. 

She promised to pray for our work in building this MultiChurch to reach others for Jesus. 

 

Thanks, praise, and prayers. 

 

TRUTH: Giving inspires the OTHERS 

 



Who will your giving influence? 

Who will your giving encourage? 

Who will your giving inspire? 

 

Maybe it’s a neighbor. 

Maybe it’s a friend. 

Maybe it’s a kid who grows up knowing – this is what our family does. 

Maybe it’s another church member. 

 

Regardless… 

 

God will work through your giving. 

 

It makes me think… 

 

We should have a different perspective on giving. 

 

It’s not a pain. 

It’s not a drudgery. 

It’s not an “ok if I have to.” 

 

Giving itself is a gift. 

 

Back when I was a pastoral intern, I lived near Seattle in a small apartment above a garage. I 

blessed to share the space with a few rats and live off of a stipend of $800 every other week. 

 

There was this guy there who was very kind.  

On a weekly basis he would shake my hand after worship and give me a $50 gift card to Safeway. 

(It’s like the Pacific Northwest version of Harris Teeter). 

 

I was thankful. And I would tell him, “Thank you.” 

 

But then he would always say, “No, thank you.” 

After a while, I eventually said, “You don’t need to thank me. I didn’t even do anything in worship.” 

He said, “I’m not thank you for preaching. I’m thanking you for letting me give. Just like I thank God 

for letting me give.” 

 

It’s years later. 

But I get it. 

 

Giving isn’t so much about giving a gift. 

Giving itself is the gift. 

An indescribable gift.  

 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (v.15) 
 

 


