
Beach Breakfast 
Third Sunday of Easter Sermon 

In last week’s message, Jesus appeared to a group of disciples. He calmed their fears. He proved his resurrection. 
He said, “Peace be with you.” He transformed their confusion into amazement. 

 
Then, he left. 
 

Shortly afterwards, another disciple by the name of Thomas showed up to the room. A bit late for the revelation. 
 

No one knows for sure what Thomas had been doing. 
 
Visiting his mom? 
Picking up his kid from school? 

Maybe he coached the local PeeWee baseball team? 
 
Regardless, when he gets to that locked room, his friends tell him that they just saw Jesus, that they touched the 
nail marks in his hands, that he ate some fish, and that he had explained it all to him from Scripture. 

 

Thomas didn’t believe them. 

 
He said, “Unless I see him with my own eyes, put my fingers into his nail marks and my hand into the wound on 

his side, I will never believe!” 

 
One week later, Jesus appears again. This time Thomas is with them. And Jesus makes a beeline for him. 

 

Here I am Thomas. 

Did you want to see me with your eyes? 
Put your finger in this nail mark right here. 

Here’s my spear wound. Touch it. It’s real. 

 

And Thomas sees. 
And Thomas touches. 

And Thomas confesses, “My Lord and my God.” 

 
Today’s lesson is the next appearance of Jesus to a group of his disciples. 

 
Simon Peter, the main character in our sermon series, Thomas, the aforementioned doubter, Nathanael 

another one of the Twelve, the sons of Zebedee, James and John, the writer of this book, and two other 
disciples who perhaps aren’t even a part of the original apostles, were together. (John 21:2) 
Again, I don’t know what they were doing. 

Relaxing. 

Having a soda. 
Trying to figure out the latest Wordle. 
 
But whatever they were doing wasn’t enough for Peter. 
 

I can’t sit around twiddling my thumbs. 
I gotta do something. 

So, I’ll do what I know to do. 
 
I’m going fishing. (v.3) 
 

Apparently, they were near their hometown of Capernaum. Because they were able to quickly get into 
their boat on the Sea of Tiberias, which was another name for the Sea of Galilee. 

 
Peter took a deep breath of the fishy maritime air. 



It always refreshed him. 
 
It’s a sea that he had fished many times before. 

It’s the sea he had been fishing when Jesus first called him. 
 
Peter and the other disciples went out, cast their nets, and sat. 

 

Nothing. 
 
Let me get this straight, Peter. You wanted to stop doing nothing in the house, so we came out to the middle of 

the lake to do…nothing? 

 
Early in in the morning, when it was still dark enough to make it difficult to see too far. They heard a voice 
from shore, “Friends, don’t you have any fish?” (v.5) 

 

Before Peter could explain that to the voice that they just needed to wait it out and undoubtedly his expert 
fisherman intuition would soon find breakfast, one of the others shouted, “Nope!” 
The voice continued, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” (v.6) 

 

Now normally, Peter would scoff at such a thing. 
 

Some dude… 

From shore… 
Telling me what to do? 

 

But this felt familiar. 
 
About three years earlier, something very similar had happened. 

They’d been fishing all night. 

They hadn’t caught anything. 

A voice called to them from shore to cast their nets. 
 

They did and instantaneously caught so many fish that they couldn’t pull the net in. 
That voice? Jesus. 
 

Maybe… 

 

They cast the net out. Then they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 
 
There was splishing. 

There was splashing. 
There was tail whipping. 
There was tail whapping. 

It was a HUGE number of fish. 

 
But it wasn’t as huge as the smile forming on their faces. 
 

It was Jesus. 

 
TRUTH: Christ is still RISEN 
 

He didn’t appear to the disciple and then disappear to the grave. 

He didn’t fade away. 
He didn’t slowly lose his strength and died. 

 
Jesus’ reappearance is a reminder of constant truth. 

 
Christ is risen! 



He is risen indeed! 
 
Christ is STILL risen! 

He is STILL risen indeed! 
 
Your Savior isn’t dead. 

He is some historical fact. 

There isn’t some gravestone you can visit with some flowers and a few minutes of solemn silence. 
 
He lives. 

He’s alive. 

 
TRUTH: Christ is still POWERFUL 
 

Because even if he is alive, there’s a part of me that wants to believe he’s tired. 

 
It’s like in Mario Kart when you use up the mushroom-powered speed bursts. Your car is still going, but it 
slows down. It needs more speed bursts to go fast again. 

 

If Mario Kart isn’t your jam, think about having adulting. You get tired. You drink a coffee. You feel a 
moment of energy. But eventually that fades out. You won’t re-find your energy unless you drink another 

coffee. Or seven. 

 
Do we think the same about Jesus? That must have taken up a lot of power to rise from the dead. He 

doesn’t have the strength to help me with my sickness, my career, my relationship, my mental health, my 

struggles… 
 
I got to do this on my own. 

 

But Jesus isn’t in his easy chair, drinking a Pedialyte and trying to recover his strength. He is alive and 

powerful! 
 

Did you notice in this Scripture that when Jesus tells the disciples to toss the net over the side, he promises 
they will catch “some” fish? Later, the total number of fish is recorded as 147. 
 

That doesn’t seem like some fish. 

That seems like a boatload! 

Literally. 
 
But God is so powerful. 

He created the billions of trillions of fish in the sea. 
 
147? That’s no big deal. 

And your HUGE problem? It’s only some problem to him. 

 
TRUTH: Christ is still ALL KNOWING 
 

In the Scripture, Jesus can identify the exact location of a netload of fish at exactly the right moment. He 

does it from shore while it’s dusk and he couldn’t possibly see anything. 
 
Jesus still knows all. 

 

He knows the heartache that you’re going through. 
He knows the depression that you’re battling. 

He knows the anxiety that’s ransacking your heart. 
He knows the guilt that’s piled on top of you. 

He knows the health problem that you’re scared of. 
He knows the pain that doesn’t seem to be going away. 



 
He knows you. 
He cares about you. 

 
In fact, he knew about your 2000 years before you were ever you. 
He lived. 

He died. 

He rose. 
For you. 
 

TRUTH: Christ is still MERCIFUL 

 
Dying on the cross was the definition of merciful. We deserved to have that happen to us. He did it for us. 
 

But when you’re merciful to a person, it can be hard to be merciful to them a second time. 

 
I already forgave you once. I’m not going to do it a second time. 
My patience and kindness are wearing thin. 

 

Not Jesus. 
 

He’s still merciful to you. 

Even if you’ve sinned against him greatly, he’s still merciful. 
Even if you’ve sinned against him repeatedly, he’s still merciful. 

Even if you’ve been far apart from him, he’s still merciful. 

 
And he’s still merciful towards you. 
The whole thing is amazing. The appearance of the risen, still powerful, still all knowing, still merciful Jesus 

inspires worship! 

Although when you look at the rest of the story, you’ll see it manifest in different ways. 

 
The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” (v.7) 

This is the Apostle John speaking. He’s the writer of this section of Scripture. He is recalling his own vocal 
conclusion to the miraculous catch of fish. 
 

It is the Lord! 

 

TRUTH: Worship is TRUTH DECLARATION 
 
It’s the same in the Psalms. 

 
Psalm 9:1 says, “I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” 
Psalm 71:17 says, “I will declare your marvelous deeds, O God.” 

Psalm 72:28 says, “I will tell of all your deeds.” 

Psalm 89:2 says, “I will declare your love stands firm forever.” 
Psalm 145:6 says, “I will proclaim your deeds.” 
 

Worship is telling, proclaiming, declaring what God has done. 

We do that here in church. Absolutely! 
 
I think a key part of this is that John didn’t keep it to himself. 

He shared it with the others in the boat. 

He shared it with you and me when he wrote it down. 
 

It’s like Yelp! It’s a website dedicated to personal reviews of good and services. If you really like the 
hamburger that you had a Chargrill, you can head to yelp and leave a review, “The burger was juicy, meaty, 

and delicious. The hot grease dripping down my beard was worth every penny.” 
 



We do this with non-God things. 
 
If there’s a new app that you’re enjoying, you throw it on your Facebook feed and encourage others to do it. 

If you’re proud of your kids, you put photos of them in your Snapchat story. 
If you’re thankful for your political party, you say so on Twitter. 
 

Do you do this with God? 

You should. 
 
He’s still risen. 

He’s still powerful. 

He’s still all knowing. 
He’s still merciful. 
 

Tell, proclaim, declaring, 

Text, snapchat, and review. 
 
Can you imagine that yelp review? 

 

God is amazing! His mercy is full, his power is phenomenal and his wisdom is wide. 
You should check him out! 

 

Worship your Savior by telling others about what he has done for you. But there are other ways to worship 
him too. 

 

In contrast to the gentle, firm statement of John’s faith, Peter goes a different route. When Simon Peter 
heard, “It is the Lord!” he tied his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into 
the sea. (v.7) 

 

For starters, he jumped into the sea. He forgot all about the incredible gift the Savior had given him and 

went to the Savior. 
But he’s so excited, I’m not sure he thought it all the way through. 

 
Because usually when people go swimming, they take off their outer clothes. 
Peter stops to put it on. 

 

That’d be going down to the community pool in your swimming suit. Then, when you get there, stopping to 

put on a shirt, a pair of jeans, two socks, some shoes, and a belt. 
 
Peter’s just going for it. 

He loves seeing Jesus that much. 
 
TRUTH: Worship is SPONTANEOUS! 

 

It’s Peter jumping in the lake. 
It’s the Ethiopian Eunuch asking for a baptism in that puddle of water. 
It’s David dancing with all his might before the ark of the covenant. 

 

It’s nodding along with the truth that Jesus is your Savior. 
It’s tearing up with joy at the words of a beautiful hymn. 
It’s shouting AMEN at the end of a good point in a sermon 

 

But it doesn’t have to stay within these walls either. 
 

It might be singing a worship song in the car on the way to work. 
It’s shouting, “PRAISE GOD!” when you get good news from the doctor. 

It’s pulling out your wallet to give the guy at the corner 10 bucks – quickly before the light turns green. 
 



Worship can be spontaneous. 
 
To be fair when we gather to corporate worship, there’s a rhyme and reason. 

We have an outline of important things to talk about. 
We have certain songs we will sing and readings we will read. 
There’s portion of the service when everyone will speak together in unison, “Amen!” 

 

But we dare not scold someone for not being spontaneous in the right way. 
 
I remember once a while back when I was preaching a sermon. After the sermon, someone shouted 

“Amen!” at some point I made in the sermon. Afterwards, someone else came up to me and said, “Pastor, do 

you remember when so-and-so shouted out an Amen.” 
 
I said, Yes. That was pretty neat. I’m glad that the Gospel motivated them so. 

They said, You’ll also be glad that it’ll never happen again. I told them, “We don’t do that here.” 

 
Do not dictate someone’s spontaneous worship. 
 

That’s like Judas getting mad at the woman for pouring the expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet. 

 
You cannot dictate someone’s spontaneous worship. 

 

God does. 
He says, “Speak truthful praise.” 

 

After that, he’s silent. 
There’s a lot of wiggle room on how to worship because there’s a lot of wiggle room on what kind of people 
God made. 

 

Whether you worship by shouting Alleluia or smiling really loudly. 

 
It’s still worship. 

 
But there’s one more way to worship. 
This one happens outside these walls. 

 

Because while Peter jumps out the boat, the other disciples do not. 

They decide to worship by taking care of the gift that God has just given them. 
 
The other disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 

shore, about one hundred yards (v.8) 
 
There you have it again. 

 

Not far from shore? 
100 yards! 
Hauling a net of 173 fish. 

 

That seems like hard work to me. 
 
But to the disciples it wasn’t. 

They had been given an incredible gift. 

 
Not just the boatload of fish. 

But the return of their Savior. 
 

TRUTH: Worship is RIGOROUS WORK 
 



Colossians 3:23 says it this way, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord.” 
 
It’s working hard on lesson plans for the children to teach Jesus to them at the best of your ability. 

It’s cutting out the construction-paper crosses with all your heart to assistant teach those kids about Jesus to the 
best of your ability. 
It’s spending hours behind the scenes, tweaking and changing audio reception so our message gets out there as 

crystal clear as possible. 

It’s practicing music and practicing music and practicing and practicing some more so that excellent music fills the 
hearts of God’s people. 
It’s editing and copying and pasting so that people can clearly read God’s Word mistake-free in the worship folder. 

It’s learning, dreaming, and planning so we can open a new campus that share Jesus with the most people in 

Durham. 
It’s scheduling service groups, training willing individuals, and sending out reminders that God’s house might be 
as welcoming as possible. 

 

It’s praying. 
It’s encouraging. 
It’s serving. 

 

It’s working hard all day to help feed your children, then slugging a Mountain Dew so you have enough energy to 
feed them spiritually with a Bible story before bed. 

It’s spending your spending money on your wife so you can show her she’s loved just as Jesus showed you. 

It’s writing a letter though your grip is loose due to the arthritis -- where you encourage your grandkid to stay 
connected to Jesus. 

 

Worship is declarative praise. 
Worship is spontaneous action. 
Worship is rigorous work. 

 

But worship is always inspired by Jesus. 

 
In fact, when John’s words have ended, the fish have been successfully rowed to shore, and Peter is standing there 

dripping wet from his swim, look what happens next: 
 
They saw some bread and a charcoal fire with fish on it…. Jesus said to them, “Come, eat breakfast.” 

(v.10, 12) 

Do you see it again? 
 

Jesus is still powerful. He made some fish and fire out of thin air. 

Jesus is still all-knowing. He knew when to put that fish on the grill in order to have it done when they got 
to shore. 
Jesus is still merciful. He gives gifts to his disciples. 
 

Jesus is still risen. 
Worship him. 
 

Amen! 


