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Friends, today we are reaching a few conclusions. 

We are concluding our sermon series “Rethink”. We’ve looked briefly at how salvation does not come how we 

might expect – it comes not from our work or how good we are but purely by God’s grace. We looked at how our 

God is not what we might think, he is a powerful warrior fighting on our behalf. And last week reshaped our 

perspective on death itself, that it is not something to be feared for a Christian but in fact the best thing to ever 

happen to us when the time comes.  

But the truth is that even though we’re looking at one more today, our purpose, these four disconnected “rethinks” 

have barely scratched the surface. And though we’re going to say we’re concluding the series today, the entire life 

of a Christian is one of “rethinking”, because God does not think and God does not operate in the ways we would 

expect. I don’t want to get too far ahead of ourselves here, but the daily life of a Christian is one of God’s power 

reshaping how we see our world. The rethink of our lives continues well past this brief series. 

I said a few conclusions today, though. We’re also concluding our church year today. A little context if that’s 

unfamiliar to you. A long time ago, the church set up a pattern of celebration throughout the year that would 

ensure Jesus remained the center of everything we do, and that all his work for us would be remembered and 

refreshed each year. The year starts with Advent, just before his arrival, then Christmas, when he is born. We then 

cover his earthly life, his death, his resurrection at Easter, the blessings he left for us during our time here as he 

ascended to heaven, and then finally we take four weeks at the end of the cycle to consider what is yet to come. 

We call these last 4 Sundays “End Times”, each with its own assigned theme. Today, it is appropriate that this 

final Sunday in End Times focuses on Christ the King. 

That may seem at odds with the theme for today if you think about it. Our theme today is to rethink our purpose. 

Why are we focusing on Christ the King then? But, in fact, it has everything to do with it. The story of our purpose 

here is the story of Jesus the Christ himself. 

For a little more detail on Jesus’s story, let’s take a look at the start of our reading today from Colossians 

chapter 1: 

15[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, 16for in him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, things seen and unseen, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17He is before all 

things, and all things hold together in him.  

Here’s a question. When I say “Jesus”, what do you picture? For me, it’s probably that stereotypical image of the 

bearded young man in middle-eastern robes and sandals. Maybe he’s got his disciples around him. Maybe there’s a 

crowd of people listening to him. Maybe he’s performing a miracle with that quiet smile on his face. Maybe 

sometimes the image that pops in my head is one from his humiliation and crucifixion. Whichever one it is, he’s 

pretty quiet, unassuming, never grand or flashy. 

Now, if you’re like me in that, I can understand why we would think that way. After all, most of what we have 

written about Jesus, most of what we spend our time studying about Jesus comes from the years he spent here on 

earth. And most of that from the three years or so he carried out his ministry before he was put to death. There’s 

four whole books of the Bible dedicated mostly to that time-frame and we read from one of those books every 

Sunday. It’s not surprising that is our image of Jesus. 

But we are kind of missing the big picture when we do that. Because there we are focusing on roughly three 

years… of an eternal God. Jesus was there at the start, with the Father in the beginning. He is God himself, part of 

the three in one. He was part of the act of creation as it says here “…in him all things were created…”. He is the 

power behind everything we have here on our world. 

And not just the physical things. The passage continues “…whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.” Now this is interesting. We won’t get too 

deep in the weeds on this point, but authority itself was created by Christ. And for Christ. He is the king over all 

that exists and all that exists obeys him.  

We see small glimpses of this in his miracles. When he tells dead nerve endings to work again, they do. When he 

tells water to be wine instead, it is. When he commands bread to be more bread than it is, there’s more. All 



creation must obey him, because he is king over it all. 

And with that authority and power, he keeps all of this going, as it continues here “…all things hold together in 

him.” We like to talk sometimes about “natural events”. The earth turns on its axis and so the sun rises in the 

morning. Plants process carbon dioxide to produce both breathable air and basic sugars or carbohydrates that we 

need for fuel. An object without support falls to the floor. The atoms of my hand hold together as a solid object 

rather than drift about wildly.  

But all of these things happen only because God, in his authority, wills that they continue. Jesus is King over this 

world. Always has been, always will be, for as long as it lasts. This is the image and impression we should have of 

Christ our King. One of unstoppable, eternal power and glory that can be both terrifying and comforting. 

Now, I said before that Christ’s story was also your story. And that’s because all of these things we just talked 

about apply not just to “the world”… but to you, personally. 

He created you. He preserves you. And he has authority over you. 

So what was our response to our awe-inspiring King? 

Verse 21: “…you were alienated from God and hostile in your thinking as expressed through your evil deeds.” 

To understand our “evil deeds” and “hostile thinking” we have to first understand the rules. Like any good King, 

he set up laws to protect his people. What are the rules God setup at the start? 

First: Love God first. Why? Because God is selfish? Because God’s a narcissist? Because God needs an ego boost? 

No! Let’s be very clear on this point: God is complete. God does not need you. God does not need anything to make 

himself feel better or boost his ego or anything silly like that. If God commands that we love him, it’s because that 

is what we need. And secondly, he tells us to care about those around us the same way we care about ourselves. 

Our purpose in God’s creation was to carry out these directives. 

But that’s not what we’ve done. 

We looked at a benevolent king who gave us rules for our own benefit and protection and said, “Eh… no thanks. 

I’m going to do things my way.” And so we did. Instead of pursuing the goals that God gave us, we pursued 

ourselves. And here’s maybe where we really have to rethink how we look at things. We like to think there are 

three types of actions: good, bad, and neutral. But the world God created is a strict dichotomy. It’s either good or 

bad. If you’re not doing the good that God asks, you’re doing evil instead.  

When we don’t follow our King’s lead, we’re doing evil. On our own, that’s all we ever end up doing. And on our 

own, we can’t do anything else. No matter how we try, we’re trapped. We can ONLY do evil. When we try to come 

up with our own purpose in life, it always has a selfish core. Whether it’s chasing self-pleasures or self-glory or 

even just earthly comfort and peace. Think for a moment about the things that you consider most important for 

you to get done in your life. What’s the end result? What’s the purpose behind those things you chase? If you 

follow most of them to their logical conclusion you’ll find that it’s for your own benefit. To get something you 

don’t have. To keep something you don’t want to lose. To make yourself feel better. It might even start nobly on 

the outside… but it’s still a selfish purpose. 

And those selfish acts always have consequences. But more than that, if we don’t follow the King’s rules – well, we 

should expect face the consequences of breaking the laws. 

So how does our King respond to our rebellion? Look at the full section here, there’s a lot to take in: 

18He is also the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 

that in all things he might have the highest rank. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile all things to himself (whether things on earth or in 

heaven) by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

21At one time, you were alienated from God and hostile in your thinking as expressed through 

your evil deeds. 22But now Christ reconciled you in his body of flesh through death, in order to 

present you holy, blameless, and faultless before him—23if you continue steadfast and firm in 

faith, without being moved away from the hope of the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard, 

which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a 

minister.  

Our King. Our ruler. Creator and preserver of all things. In charge of all things… God from eternity… set it all 



down… and died in your place. He set aside his power and his glory and let himself be born as one of us, live a 

humble life, and suffer a criminal’s death. But by that, we were reconciled. The blood shed on his cross paid the 

price for our rebellion and bought us peace with our King. 

Now that is how we stand before him in faith. When the King looks at you, you are holy, you are blameless, you 

are faultless. It is by faith we have this prize. Faith in the gospel that God has given to you. Faith itself that God 

created in you and sustains in you. That faith that God gives you is your lifeline, it is how you are able to stand 

before the King. 

You have been bought by the price of his blood. Set free from rebellion against God. We belong to God now, not to 

evil. We are the King’s own. Do you see how wonderfully our King has provided for us? He took all that power and 

authority and instead of using it to destroy us when we rebelled, he used it to save us and bring us back to him. 

This should come as no surprise, but friends, Christ, our King, is our purpose in life. Whatever he wants of us, that 

is what we do. And for so many reasons: 

Because anything other than his purpose hurts us. 

Because anything other than his purpose is evil. 

Because anything other than his purpose risks us being cast out of the kingdom. 

Because we owe him and can never repay what he did to save us. 

Because he is the King and his word is law. 

Because only his purpose helps us and saves us. 

Because only his purpose brings that same help and salvation to others who need it. 

And so, this is our purpose in life. To learn what the King wants of us and carry it out. He gave us the book. We 

learn by studying his word. He also gives us power in that same study. We gain the power to overcome our selfish 

natures and carry out his purpose in that study. And by knowing his word better, we are better equipped to share 

it with others. Because ultimately, that is his purpose for us. That we should grow ourselves in faith in him, and 

go share that faith with others. It is our King’s will that all should know the truth of his love and be saved. 

Friends, the King has freed you. Freed you from sin, from death, and from false purpose in your life. Examine 

yours closely to ensure that you are carrying out the purpose he has given you. The one that is best for you. Live in 

your King, live for your King, and worship him as your King always. 

Amen. 


