
Do You Love Me? 
Angler to Apostle 

We’re picking up where we last left Peter in the Angler to Apostle sermon series. 

It was early in the morning. 

The disciples had just hauled in large catch of 153 fish. 

Jesus had prepared a delicious fish breakfast. 

 

And Peter was drenched. (That happens when you jump headlong into a lake.) 

 

But sitting by that fire, warming himself with the flames and the presence of Jesus, Peter must have been feeling 

pretty good. 

 

Jesus, it is so nice having you back. 

I forgot about how good a cook you were. 

Tell me – what is it that’s making these fish so good? 

 

A hint of butter? 

Old Bay? 

Miracle whip? 

 

Yes. Seaside brunch with the resurrected Lord. It almost made him forget about the events of a few weeks earlier. 

 

When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 

these?” (Jn. 21:15) 

 

Peter choked on the fish in his mouth. 

 

What’s that? 

 

You want to know if I love you more than these? 

I mean…I used to think, yes. 

I even told you that. I said: 

I love you so much I’ll never leave you even when the rest of these all do. 

 

But… 

Then I left. 

Just like all of them. 

 

So more than these? 

I can’t say. 

But I do love you. 

 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” (v.15c) 

 

A second time Jesus asked him, “Do you love me?” (v.16) 

 

Jesus, you know that I love you. 

 
And why are you calling me Simon? 

That’s my original name. 
Not the name you gave me. 
 

You called me Rock. 



Because I had a rock like faith. 
One that would never deny you… 
One that would never leave you… 

One that would never…oh wait. 
 
Jesus told him, “Be a shepherd for my sheep.” 

 

Then, he asked Peter the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love about me?” (v.17) 
 
This time Peter was hurt. 

 

Lord, you know all things. You know that I love you. (v.17b) 
Why do you keep asking? 
 

And three times? 

Can you ask a fourth time after this? 
 
That number haunted me. 

It was the number of times I was asked if I was one of your disciples. 

It was the number of times I denied it. 
It is the number of reasons I should not be your disciple. 

 

And… 
 

Jesus looked at Peter and smiled. As if to say: 

It is also the number of times I am restoring you. 
 
“Feed my sheep,” Jesus said. 

 

Does your Bible have headings? The headings are those parts in italics before certain portions of Scripture. They 

are not themselves verbally inspired words from God, but human editor’s noble attempts to give summaries of 

Scripture sections. 

 

Usually, they’re good. 

 

Jesus Heals a Blind Man. 

In which Jesus heals a blind man. 

 

Jesus Walks on Water. 

In which, Jesus walks on water. 

 

But in this section, the heading in my Bible is Jesus Restores Peter. 

 

I have a problem with that. 

I feel like it should be called: 

 

Jesus Gives Peter Consequences. 

 

That’s how my sinful human perspective paints what Jesus is doing. 

Because that’s how it works in this sinful world. 

 

You wronged me so here’s something to do to earn back my love. 

 

But you’ll notice that in this section, Jesus’ love is never in question. 

It isn’t even mentioned. 

 

In fact, if sin is a big deal to God, (and it is), then Peter wouldn’t be eating broiled fish for breakfast. 



 

He’d be in the broiler. 

 

But he isn’t. 

Because Jesus loves Peter. 

Even when Peter’s love had failed. 

Jesus’ love didn’t. 

 

Because… 

 

TRUTH: Jesus’ love NEVER fails. 

 

Maybe you need to hear that. Maybe you’ve been a follower of Jesus’ for a long time, but recently, you messed 

up. 

 

You stopped worshiping. 

You stopped praying. 

You turned against your Savior. 

You sinned sexually. 

You abused substances. 

You became greedy. 

You sinned repeatedly, so much so that you’re unsure that you are still a disciple of Jesus. 

 

Jesus love never fails. 

 

Even when you’ve failed. 

He hasn’t. 

He lived for you. 

He died for you. 

He rose for you. 

 

Because of his unfailing love for you. 

The same unfailing love is still unfailing. 

Maybe you say to me… 

 

But I messed up a lot. 

If Jesus had to talk with Peter three times because of the three times he failed. 

Jesus and I are gonna have to have about four fifty-seven conversations. 

 

Jesus doesn’t mind. 

 

He’ll come to you again… 

And again… 

And again. 

 

With a love that is never runs out. 

 

His love is not laundry detergent. 

The big bottle only gives you 52 loads before it runs out. 

The new and improved version gives you 64. Then, it’s gone. 

My personal favorite, the Dollar Tree bottle, only gives you 12. 

 

Jesus’ unfailing love for you never runs out. 

It’s always there. 

 



Never fading. 

Never perishing. 

Never vanishing. 

 

Come to your Savior. 

Confess your sins. 

His love is remains 

 

Bringing your forgiveness. 

And restoration. 

 

TRUTH: Jesus’ love RESTORES 

 

Because even though Jesus loves Peter doesn’t mean he has to restore him to the same position. 

 

That doesn’t always happen with people. 

 

I love Daniela. Recently we were making cookies. She pulled up a stool and helped. At first it was going well. She 

rolled the dough, made some snakes, and eventually formed cookie balls. 

 

Then, she got hold of the flour bag. Threw heaps on the tables and started slamming her hand – both hand – into 

it. This caused the flour to fly into the air before it settled on the floor, the cabinets, the counters, her clothes, my 

clothes, Julianna’s clothes, the dog, the cat, and other things. 

 

We still love her. 

But we did not restore her to her position of cookie roller. 

 

But Jesus forgives and restores! 

 

He is commanding Peter to do disciple things. 

Not in order to earn his discipleship back. 

But because he is a disciple. 

 

And when Jesus in his unfailing love forgives you. 

He also restores you. 

 

You are part of his family. 

You are part of his kingdom. 

You are part of his mission. 

 

You have work to do. 

 

Part of that work is the exact thing that Jesus is talking about with Peter – love. As we examine the interaction, we 

can learn a few things about this discipleship love that God is calling us to. 

 

TRUTH: Discipleship love is HUMBLE 

 

When Jesus first asks Peter the question, he uses the Greek word agape. That word is principally use with God. It 

refers to an unconditional, unfailing, always love. 

 

But when Peter responds to Jesus, he doesn’t use the same word. 

He uses the Greek word phileo. That word refers to a friendship type of love that cares for each other. 

 

To put it in laymen’s term: 

 



Jesus asks Peter if he has God-level, unfailing love for him. 

And Peter responds by saying, “well, I have puny human love for you.” 

 

Note the difference of a few weeks’ earlier when Peter boldly claimed that he will never leave Jesus nor forsake 

him even when everyone else does. 

 

Now Peter recognizes his limitations. 

He lowers the bar. 

He is humble. 

 

Discipleship love is HUMBLE. 

 

If the only reason you are loving God… 

Is so others see how loving you are... 

You aren’t loving God…. 

 

You’re loving yourself. 

 

Another word for that? 

Selfish. 

 

Discipleship love is humble. 

 

It loves Jesus so much it wants to put him as number one. 

It loves Jesus so much it wants to shine a light on his love not ours. 

It loves Jesus so much it will boldly proclaim its own failures to better showcase God’s love. 

 

Jesus is not 4th grade Billy who got a part in the 4th grade musical called Oklahoma. But it wasn’t a speaking part. 

He simply played Cowboy #7. So, he went into business for himself and gave the lead characters bunny ears 

whenever he was on stage. 

 

Discipleship love doesn’t steal the spotlight from Jesus. 

 

It humbly steps aside. 

It shines the light on him. 

 

TRUTH: Disciple love is FOR OTHERS 
 

You’ll notice that in response to Peter’s assertion that he loves Jesus; Jesus tells him to show that love by caring 

for others. 
 
This isn’t a new principle. 

 

Mark 12:20-21 says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
 

1 John 4:10-11 says, “He who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. If God so loved us, we ought to love one another.” 

 
1 John 3:16 says, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
 
The Bible is clear. The way to show love for God is to show love to each other. 
 



It’s like The Five Love Languages. It’s a concept developed in the book of the same name by relationship expert 
Gary Chapman. In it, he describes how love can be conveyed in five different ways: words of affirmation, physical 
touch, quality time, gifts, and acts of service. 

 
The cool thing is we all communicate love in different ways. 
The problem is we all communicate love in different ways. 

 

For example, the husband might feel loved through gifts. So, naturally, he communicates love through gifts. He 
buys his wife some flowers, a chocolate, and bottle of fancy wine. Then, goes and sits on the couch to watch the 
Hurricanes in the playoffs. 

 

He thinks he has done well. 
 
But if her main love language is quality time, he hasn’t done a good job at all. She doesn’t feel loved. And in fact, is 

hurt by the fact that he is choosing to spend his Friday evening in front of the TV. 

You don’t get to determine how someone wants you to show love to them. 
They do. 
 

And you don’t get to determine how God wants us to show love to him. 

He does. 
 

And God is really into acts of service. 

Not for him. 
 

For others. Which leads to our next key point about discipleship love. 

 
TRUTH: Disciple love is SHEPHERDING 

 

The three other focused commands that Jesus give to Peter are: 

 

Feed my lambs. 

Take care of my sheep. 

Feed my sheep. 

 

It’s shepherding language. 

 

Not that Jesus actually owned any sheep. 

Peter didn’t have to run back to Jesus’ home in Nazareth to feed Fluffy every night before bedtime. 

 

Jesus refers to himself as the Good Shepherd (John 14) and his people as sheep. He cares for those sheep for 

protecting them from spiritual wolves, by leading them to green pastures, and by setting up other shepherds to 

care for their physical and spiritual needs. 

 

That’s what a pastor is. It’s a shepherd, not of sheep, but people. 

And that’s what elders are. They are assistant shepherds, not of sheep, but people. 

And, in a sense, that’s what God is calling all his people to be. Shepherds, not of sheep, but of each other. 

 

Shepherd each other. 

 

Give your toddler the spiritual food he needs, by getting down on one knee to sing them, Jesus Loves Me. 

Care for the senior who can’t get to church, by bringing them a care package and a devotion. 

Tend to the soul of your struggling friend by listening to their hurts and applying God’s Word. 

 

This has been one of the cool things happening with those of you in Growth Groups. You get to know each 

other. You begin to trust one another. You learn about each other’s needs, and you care for one another. 

 

That’s exactly what God is calling us to do. 



 

I’ll tell you what – It doesn’t even have to be a church-sponsored event. 

You don’t need my approval to spend time with another believer and care for them. 

You don’t need to send me an email – “Pastor, I’d like to take so-and-so to lunch. Is that cool?” 

Yes. It’s cool. Go for it. 

 

Care for one another. 

Feed each other with the Gospel. 

Shepherd one another even as the Great Shepherd shepherds us all. 

 

That last point is one to remember. 

It’s particularly important to remember because of the last thing that Jesus tells Peter: 

 

TRUTH: Disciple love is HARD 

 

Because discipleship love has enemies. 

The devil doesn’t want you to practice this kind of love. 

The world doesn’t want you to practice this kind of love. 

Your sinful nature doesn’t want you to practice this kind of love. 

 

It’s hard. 

 

Sometimes you aren’t gonna want to do it. 

Sometimes people won’t respond with kindness to it. 

Sometimes the media will ridicule you for doing it. 

 

Because did you see the last thing that Jesus told Peter? 

 

Truly, I tell you: When you were young, you dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted. But when you 

are old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will tie you and carry you where you do not want 

to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. After saying this, he 

told him, “Follow me.” (v.18-19) 

 

Wow. 

 

This is exactly what Peter once said he would do, but didn’t. 

This time Jesus says Peter would do it and (spoiler alert), he actually does. 

 

What’s the difference? 

 

In the first scenario, Peter tried to do it by himself and failed miserably. 

In the second, Jesus promises to be with him. 

 

And he’s still with you. 

And he’ll be with you. 

 

Listen to his voice. 

Throw away your guilt. 

Follow him. 

 


