
Made New 
a Baptism Sunday Sermon 

Up at the front of our church, there is some beautiful altar furniture. 

 

There’s the cross. A big beautiful wooden piece that immediately focuses our hearts on our Savior. 

There’s an altar. It’s where we offer up our prayers to God and are reminded of the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

There are banners. These are created for Baptism. Which provides the perfect segue to… 

 

This three-and-a-half-foot brown box. 

 

Have you noticed it? 

 

It has a cover that includes a beautiful little wooden cross. 

The cover lifts up to reveal a circular space where a silver bowl is held. 

This silver bowl is often filled with water. 

 

It’s the baptismal font. 

 

Here we pour water over the heads of adults, children, and infants while speaking the Word of God over them. 

There’s a booster stool we use to help those who aren’t quite tall enough to reach the bowl. 

And quite a bit of water marks from water splashing onto the wood. 

 

Maybe you were baptized with water from this font. 

Perhaps you even have that photo in a frame hanging in your house. 

 

But… 

 

Is that all this baptismal font is? 

A place for a few memorable photos to post on your Instagram feed? 

 

Today we are going to talk about Baptism’s incredible value. Value that is powerful in 2022…no matter how long 

ago your baptism was. 

 

Before we do that, a prayer: Strengthen us, O Lord, by the truth. Your Word is the truth. Open our eyes to see 

what you want us to see; open our ears to hear what you want us to hear; and open our hearts to believe 

what you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. Baptism Kills 
 

A portion of Scripture that dives into the eternal value of Baptism is found in Romans 6. Check it out: 

Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those who have died to sin; 

how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? (v.1-3) 

The initial question isn’t meant to stir us into sin. This is meant to publicly address a sinful thought process 

that many have when it comes to the Gospel. The thought process goes like this: 

 

Jesus died for all my sins. So, I might as well keep sinning. 

 

In fact, if I do sin… 

It’ll just make Jesus a bigger hero. 

Because he’ll have to forgive more sins. 

Let me help you out God! I’ll hop on Facebook, use a couple four letter words, and bad mouth my enemies. 

 

You’re welcome, God! 



The guy who wrote this could have used a bunch of reasons why continuing in sin is a terrible thought 

process. 

 

He could have shown how sin hurts others. 

He could have shown how sin hurts us. 

He could have shown how sin is evil. 

 

But instead, he chose to point us to baptism. Why? A few reasons… 

 

TRUTH: In Baptism, your sinful identity IS/WAS DROWNED. 

 

I’m not that great at swimming. 

I remember taking level 3 of swim lessons and failing, because I couldn’t dive. 

Then, I took it with my younger sister, I failed again. (for the same reasons) 

Finally, I convinced my mom to pay for me to take it a 3rd time separate from my sister to see if I could 

catch up and at least be in the same class as her. 

 

I belly flopped my way to a third failing grade. 

One of the reasons that I never dived well was mental. I didn’t want to get that deep into the deep end, 

less I run out of air. Struggle to breathe. And drown. 

 

But you need not fear baptism. 

The drowning isn’t physical. 

It’s spiritual. 

 

Sometimes a certain sin becomes so ingrained in our lives that we feel like it is our identity. 

 

Addict. 

Greedy. 

Homosexual. 

Adulteress. 

Racist. 

Prideful jerk – at least, that’s what your coworkers keep telling you. 

 

And when enough people – friends, parents, loved ones – tell us that we are our sinfulness—we start to 

believe that the sinfulness is our identity. 

 

And there’s nothing we can do about it. 

But in Baptism, God drowns that sinful identity. 

Baptism is the miraculous watery death of your sinful identity. 

 

That “greedy you” can’t get enough air. It dies. 

The “prideful jerk” in you runs out of breath. It is no more. 

The “racist you” has its lung collapse. 

God holds the head of your hatefulness under the surface. 

God puts the porn addict identity into a pool of death. 

Your identity as “Adulterer” dies and never resurfaces. 

In Baptism, your sinful identity suffocates by the power of our resurrected Lord! But there’s more… 

 

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death…” (v.4) 

 

I don’t know how well people understand baptism these days. Nowadays people think of it as… 

 

(1) a nice photo opportunity for a baby 

(2) a great way for you to declare your faith in your Savior. 

And if you live a sinful life afterwards, just do it again. 

 

But both of those miss the deeper power of baptism. 



Where God buried us into his death. 

 

Back in the day, they understood it. 

 

For example, the font of St. Ambrose (340-97) of Milan was built like a tomb. Believers descended steps into water 

with depth. This was to symbolize the drowning and dying of their sinful nature. Then, the person would ascend 

out of the other side to a joyful gathering of believers.  

 

Our baptismal font doesn’t look like a gravestone. 

But that doesn’t make what happens here any less true. 

TRUTH: In Baptism, your sinful identity IS/WAS BURIED. 

 

Listen to that again. That sinful identity isn’t just dead. But it’s in the grave. 

 

It’s lifeless. 

It’s without breath. 

It’s not powerful. 

And it’s not in control. 

 

If you’ve been baptized, that is what happened to you! 

 

Your sinful identity was put to death. 

It was drowned in the power of Christ’s death on the cross. 

Baptism into Jesus Christ means that… 

…the sin you struggle with is not your identity. 

…that sin you fail to master is not your master. 

…that sin that seems so powerful is actually powerless to control you. 

 

If you haven’t been baptized, baptism is your chance for a new start. 

That old sin of 2021. 

That sin of your past 10 years. 

That sinful scar that has become your identity for your entire life. 

God will put it to death. 

 

II. Baptism Brings Life 
 

But that’s not the end of Baptism blessings. 

 

….as Christ was raised from the dead…, we walk about in newness of life. (v.4) 

There’s a cute Disney short film. 

It chronicles the story of Olaf, the snowman, gaining consciousness as a snowman. 

As he does so, he doesn’t know who he is. 

He doesn’t know where he belongs. 

He doesn’t know what he’s supposed to do. 

 

Because there’s no one there to tell him what he’s been created to do. 

 

You don’t have that problem. 

Baptism killed your old identity, sure. 

But it also gives you a new one. 

 

 

TRUTH: In Baptism, you walk in NEWNESS. 

You are God’s child. 

You are redeemed. 

You are forgiven. 

You are loved. 

You are chosen. 



You are a part of God’s family 

 

You belong to your Savior! 

 

That’s a truth you walk around in! 

You are God’s child when you are at home. 

You are forgiven when you’re around your old high school friends. 

You are loved when you’re feeling so very unloved. 

You are chosen when you’re at work. 

You are a part of God’s family even when your biological family is gone. 

 

It’s like a pair of shoes. 

You strap them on and wear them wherever you go. 

 

To Starbucks. 

To the gas station. 

To work. 

To Jersey Mike’s for lunch. 

Back to work. 

To your kids’ basketball game. 

To Gonza’s to celebrate. 

To your kids’ room to tuck them in. 

To the couch to watch Netflix with your wife. 

 

In Baptism, you are made God’s child. 

And you remain God’s child wherever you go. 

 

Being God’s child is a big deal for life right now. 

But it’s an even bigger deal for life in the future. 

 

If we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. (v.5) 

 

Because Jesus’ body didn’t stay lifeless. 

 

Three days his heart stopped beating… 

 

Three days after his blood stopped circulating… 

His fingertips regained their rosy color. 

 

Three days after his lungs stopped breathing… 

Jesus gasped and breathed deeply again. 

 

Jesus body didn’t stay lifeless in the tomb. 

And neither will yours. 

 

TRUTH: In Baptism, you will RISE! 

 

Death will not be the end for you. 

Not just of your soul which will immediately join Jesus in heaven. 

 

Death will also not be the end of actual, physical, corporal body. 

 

No matter how you die. 

If it’s sickness. 

If it’s a car accident. 

If it’s an explosion. 

If it’s actual watering drowning. 



 

Your body will stop working for a moment. 

But it will work again. 

 

It’s like a medical defibrillator. (We’ve got a portable one in the hallway). 

 

If someone’s heart stops, run to the hallway and grab the case. 

You attach the appropriate ends to the right areas of the person’s body. 

You turn on the battery. 

You press the right buttons. 

 

And the heart is jumpstarted back to life by the power of the battery. 

 

Your baptism is like the connecting points of the battery. 

Only they were attached like before you die. 

 

Then, when your body is dead. 

At just the right time. 

God turns the switch. 

 

And your body jolts to life by the resurrection power of our Savior Jesus. 

 

III. What Now? 

 
(1) Don’t be a Slave to what Kills 
 

Scripture says it this way, “For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled 

by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin…” (v.6) 

 

In medieval times, a popular form of punishment was the guillotine. Those convicted of crimes worthy of 

death, would be locked into the machine and have their heads fastened to a large wooden device that, at the 

pulling of a rope, would release a giant blade, instantly beheading you. 

 

If your head were trapped in a guillotine and someone came to release you from the stocks, how many of 

you would say to your Savior, “Thanks! But I think I’ll stay put. I really like the view from here.” 

 

Don’t do the same thing with sin! 

 

You’ve been baptized. 

You’ve been set free. 

Stop hanging out in the stocks of your captor. 

 

Get rid of the porn. 

Throw away the alcohol. 

Delete your drug dealer’s phone number. 

 

Remove your greed. 

Cut off the homosexual relationship. 

Get rid of the racist website on your phone and don’t go back to them. 

Remove the laziness that wants nothing to do with church life from your new life. 

 

Stop being a slave to a sinful identity that was killed long ago in your baptism. 

 

(2) Be an Instrument of Righteousness 

 

Instruments are versatile. You can pick up an instrument and you can do a lot of things with it. 

 



You can play jazz. 

You can play rock. 

You can play classical music. 

 

You can set the mood for a romantic scene. 

You can bring suspense for a horror movie. 

You can make it notes sound epic for the denouement of an adventure epic. 

 

You can play loud. 

You can play soft. 

You can play on key…or not. 

 

A bit later in Romans 6, it says, “Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, 

but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life and offer every 

part of yourselves to him as an instrument of righteousness.” (v.13) 

 

Play God’s tune. 

Make the melody of your life the Gospel. 

In Baptism, God picked you up and is playing a beautiful song through you. 

 

Amen. 

 


