
RETHINK RELIGION 
Rethinking Death 

We are in the midst of our sermon series on RETHINKING RELIGION. So far… 

 

We’ve gone from viewing humanity as good enough to desperately in need of God. 

We’ve gone from viewing God as hapless grandpa to a warrior who is fighting for us. 

 

Today we want to discuss something that all religions have a perspective on… 

 

Death. 

 

The following is a quote from Stephen Hawking. He said, “I regard the brain as a computer which will stop 

working when its’ components fail. There is no heaven or afterlife for broken down computers; that is a fairy 

story for people who are afraid of the dark.” 

 

In a certain sense, he’s right. 

 

The human brain is an incredible computer. It works to keep our body functioning. 

In turn, our body functioning works to keep our brain computing. 

 

When enough of the body stops functioning so that the brain cannot computer, our bodies die. 

And just like broken computers. 

They are tossed out. 

 

It’s just that laptops don’t usually get headstones. 

 

Is that really all? 

 

Is heaven just a story that we teach to keep one another from facing the grim reality of our finality? 

Is heaven just a story that I teach to keep you from facing the grim reality of your finality? 

 

Because if death is it… 

 

That is scary. 

 

I. The End of our World 
 

To find the answer, we are going to the book of Revelation. Last week, we read from chapter 17. It described a 

terrible woman named Babylon who was riding a terrifying beast. This was evil society. 

 

In chapter 19, Jesus appeared on a white stallion and conquered them. 

In chapter 20, (which we aren’t going to get into) Jesus has a final fight with Satan himself. He wins. (Jesus 

always wins) and throws the devil to eternal punishment. 

 

But what comes next? 

 

Revelation 21:1 says this, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away. And the sea no longer existed.” 

 

The word “heaven” in the Bible is “ouranos”. It has two different meanings. It can refer to “heaven” as in the 

eternal residence of believers with God. It can also refer to the skies, the clouds, and the ozone layer. 

 

Whenever it is lumped together with the earth, it is referring to the latter. 

That’s what it does in this section. 



It also lumps in the sea with the heavens and the earth. 

 

This brings us to our first truth about death. 

 

TRUTH: The world will PASS AWAY. 

 

The sky will cease. 

The desert will die 

Prairies will pass away. 

Rivers will lie in repose. 

Mountain will be murdered. 

It’s curtains for the clouds. 

The Ozone layer will go into Oblivion. 

The environment will end. 

There will be a nasty necrosis of nature. 

 

Science doesn’t even disagree. 

Global warming and destruction of the planet at the hands of humans – are all in line with what God is telling us 

here. The temporal, physical world as we know it will be destroyed. 

 

That’s important to understand. 

 

I have a friend who recently discovered they had cancer. They immediately booked a trip to Disney World. 

Why? They didn’t want to die without having been to the most magical place on earth, splashing down splash 

mountain and slapping a high five to Goofy. 

 

But can I tell you something? 

One day? Disney world won’t exist. 

And no one will miss it. 

 

We fear death because we don’t want to miss out on the things of this world. 

But one day there won’t be a WORLD to miss out on. 

 

At least… 

 

This world. 

 

II. Beginning in a New world 
 

And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. (v.2) 

 

There’s the world “new” again. This time it is associated with Jerusalem, the key city of Israel. 

 

The capital of the Jewish government. 

The location of the holy temple. 

The place where kings and priests dwell. 

 

Also… 

 

The place where the Son of God was betrayed. 

The location of lies and deception to get Jesus killed. 

The capital where Christ was crucified. 

 

It was a sinful place. 

 

But notice something about the new Jerusalem. 

It will be “holy.” 

 



TRUTH: In heaven there is NO SIN. 

 

Thursday night. There were a few people doing some shopping at a local mini mart in South Raleigh. 

 

Someone was buying their gas. 

Another person was filling up a coffee. 

A third was trying to choose between Pizza flavored combos and nacho cheese flavored combos. 

 

And a fourth? 

Opened gunfire on the store from his car. 

 

This is our world. 

 

But this is not the heavenly world. 

 

There are no drive-by shootings in heaven. 

There are no knife fights in heaven. 

There’s no murder in heaven. 

 

There’s no racism. 

There’s no sexism. 

There’s no abuse by a trusted adult of a minor. 

 

There is no gossip. 

There is no lying. 

There is no angry comments section on Facebook. 

 

Think about it. 

Whatever sin you are currently struggling with. 

Whatever sin is currently hurting you. 

 

Does not exist in heaven. 

Because no sin exists in heaven. 

 

Heaven is HOLY. 

 

And from the throne I heard a loud voice that said, “Look! God’s dwelling is with people. He will dwell 

with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their God. (v.3) 

That throne is a heavenly throne. 

It’s big. 

It’s beautiful. 

It’s studded with gemstones. 

There’s a rainbow for a head rest. 

 

And there’s only one seated on the heavenly throne. 

God himself. 

 

God is the one speaking this promise to the people: 

 

TRUTH: In heaven there is NO DOUBT that God is there. 

 

Granted, God is with us now. 

 

Jesus promises to be with his disciples to the very end of the age. (Mt. 28:21) 

Jesus says that “where two or three are gathered in his name, He is with them.” (Mt. 18:20) 

1 Corinthians says that the “Holy Spirit dwells in you.” (1 Corinthians 6:19) 

 

God is with us now. 



But it doesn’t always seem like it. 

 

Sometimes it seems like he left. 

Sometimes it seems like we’re all alone. 

Sometimes it seems like we are by ourselves. 

 

Even when we surround ourselves with the truth of God’s presence as promised in his Word. 

 

But that doesn’t happen in heaven. 

 

God’s…right there. 

 

Visually. 

Divinely apparent. 

 

There is no doubt. 

And no worry. 

 

But God doesn’t just sit on that throne. 

He’s doing something. 

 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more…sorrow or crying or pain, because 

the former things have passed away.” (v.4) 

 

I hadn’t realized how much of parenting involves tissues. 

 

Your daughter is sad that mom left? Wipe her tears with a tissue. 

Your son is bawling because he can’t have another cookie? Wipe his boogies with a tissue. 

Your teenager is sobbing over their breakup? Hand them a box of tissues. 

And keep wiping. Because sadness keeps happening. 

 

God will wipe away all our tears. 

But the thing about God’s divine tissues? 

They prevent one from ever crying again. 

 

TRUTH: In heaven there is NO SADNESS. 

 

There’s nothing but joy. 

There’s nothing but excitement. 

There’s nothing but pure peace. 

 

Practically speaking, that is important. 

 

Because it has happened to me on more than one occasion that while I am pastoring someone whose loved 

one has died, they express sadness to me because… 

 

I didn’t get to say what I wanted to my mom. 

I didn’t get to make something of myself like dad wanted. 

I was such a disappointment to them. 

I’m just sad that I’m disappointing them right now. 

 

You aren’t. 

 

I say with confidence that no matter what you have done to them. 

They are not sad over it. 

 

Because they’re in heaven. 

There’s only joy in heaven. 



 

Don’t put sadness on them. 

 

God hasn’t. 

And God won’t. 

 

And there won’t be any reason for sadness, because… 

 

TRUTH: In heaven there is NO DEATH. 

 

According to OurWorldInData.org, there have been 5.07 million COVID related deaths. 

I know. 

 

We might debate about how much COVID played a role in those deaths. 

But we can’t debate those deaths. 

 

That is 5.07 million times someone has lost a loved one. 

5.07 million times someone fit a pit of gloom in their stomach. 

5.07 million times someone held a hand throw a rubber glove, never to hold their hand again. . 

 

5.07 million. 

 

Do you no know what this year’s death count is in heaven? 

 

Zero. 

 

Because in heaven there is no death. 

 

There is no COVID. 

There is no Cancer. 

There is no AIDS. 

 

There is no death of any kind. 

 

We just live. 

 

III. The Cost of Heaven 
 

Heaven sounds great. 

 

No sin. 

No doubt that God is there. 

No sadness. 

No death. 

 

But… 

 

How do we know it’s real? 

And how do we know we’ll end up there? 

 

The one who was seated on the throne said…“It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 

and the End. To anyone who is thirsty, I will give freely from the spring of the water of life.” (v.6) 

 

An “Alpha” is the first letter in the Greek alphabet. It is similar to our “a”. The “Omega” is the last letter 

in the Greek alphabet. It is similar to our “o” but in the place of our “z”. 

 

God says about himself that he is the first and the last. 

And he says, “It is done.” 



 

Sound familiar? 

It’s almost a repeat of something that Jesus said right before he died: 

 

“It is finished.” (John 19:30) 

 

TRUTH: Jesus DID IT. 

 

Jesus did the work for us! 

 

He lived perfectly when you could not. 

He died innocently in your place. 

He rose triumphantly to assure you that the payment has been accepted. 

 

How do you know it’s true? 

He told everyone, “Destroy this body and in three days I will raise it.” 

They did. 

And he did. 

Seen by over 500 people! 

 

That’s why when Jesus himself says, right here. 

“I will give freely from the spring of the water of life.” 

 

He means it. 

Eternal life is real. 

It is yours without cause. 

 

At least for you. 

 

Because there was already a cost. 

For Jesus. 

 

IV. What Now? 
 

The “What Now” is simple! 

 

Cling to Jesus! 
 

He has prepared an amazing place for us - one without sin, without sadness, without death, and without a doubt 

that God is there. 

 

But you need to cling to Jesus. 

 

Because without Jesus… 

You aren’t getting there. 

 

Jesus himself said, “The one who overcomes will inherit these things. I will be his God, and he will be my son. 

But… 

 

Those who are cowardly…Fearing the world, people, sin, even death more than God. 

The unbelieving…Who have no faith in Jesus. 

The vile…a very negative word for terrible sins. 

The murders…blood thirsty, hateful, vengeful. 

The adulterers…sexually immoral in any way. 

The sorcerers…members of the occult and those who love Ouiji boards. 

All the liars…who love their truth more than The Truth. 

 

…will have their share in the lake burning with fire and sulfur, which is the second death. (v.7-8) 



 

Back at the beginning, we read that quote from Stephen Hawking that said, “heaven is a fairy tale invented for 

those who are afraid of the dark.” 

 

But I wonder… 

 

I wonder if “the dirt nap”… 

That is, the concept that death is it and there is no more… 

I wonder if that “the dirt nap” is the fairy tale. 

A fairy tale invented for those who are afraid of hell. 

 

God says there’s more than a dirt nap. 

God says that death is not it. 

God says that death either leads to more death… 

 

Or… 

 

When John described what it was like to see heaven, he said it was like a “husband seeing his bride approach.” 

 

I remember that. 

 

I was so nervous. 

It was a big day. 

 

The love of my life was on her way. 

 

I stood in the front of the chapel. 

It was a big chapel. 

There were about 40 pews worth of space between me by the front of the church and the back double doors. 

 

The music shifted. 

The doors opened. 

 

And through the doors. 

 

The most beautiful woman I’ve ever seen. 

Dressed more beautifully than I’ve ever seen. 

 

Probably more beautiful. 

 

She was here. 

We were going to be wed. 

 

We’d never be separate again. 

 

This is the believer’s longing for heaven. 

It’s coming. 

Soon. 

 

Death is only the opening of those back doors. 

It ushers in life. 

 

Eternal. 

With our God. 

 

Amen. 


