
RETHINK RELIGION 
Humanity 

We are in the middle of a great RETHINK. 

 

Prior to the pandemic, most companies asked their people to come into the office. They’d sit in a cubicle, slurp 

some coffee and take turns interrupting one another. 

 

Then, they couldn’t. The pandemic forced them. (And were more efficient.) Now companies are rethinking the 

model. Many are allowing their employees to work from home at least 3, maybe 4, even 5 days a week. 

 

Restaurants have been rethought. Many of them had to adjust from sit down meals to delivery. Chickfila used to be 

a restaurant that had a drive thru. Now they are a drive thru that has a restaurant. There is an army of cheery 

Chickfila workers around the building each one of them thinks “It’s a pleasure to serve you.” 

 

Even facemasks have been rethought. I was at a Middle School band concert this week. The musicians had masks 

that opened in the middle. It allows you to place the reeded saxophone through the opening, play the instrument, 

without letting any germs out. 

 

Everything is being rethought. 

 

So… 

 

In the spirit of the times, we are Rethinking Religion. 

 

I. Current Religious Thought 
 

To be fair. People have already been rethinking religion. 

 

According to a 2020 Gallup poll, American church membership fell to 47% last year. That is the first time it has 

fallen below 50% since such things were tracked way back in 1940. 

(https://news.gallup.com/poll/341963/church-membership-falls-below-majority-first-time.aspx) 

 

In April of 2021, church attendance was reported at 60% of what it was in January 2020. If you remember, that 

was during the “false end” of 2021. It’s dropped even more since. Granted, some of it is related to COVID. More 

people are worshiping online. But those numbers have been dropping too. (https://churchattendanceproject.org/) 

 

Barna research shows that the fastest growing group of people in America would term themselves “Nones.” 13% 

of Americans consider themselves to have zero belief in anything. 

 

It’s worse than we think. 

 

Ryan Burge, a political scientist at Eastern Illinois University has been studying these statistics for years. He notes 

that as the number of nones went up, scholars expected the statistics on people who considered themselves 

Christians but never attended church to go down. People would have been moving from one category to another. 

 

This is due to social desirability. Socially desirability occurs when people give an answer on a survey that seems 

good, but isn’t true. For example, if I was a Christian who never went to church, on the survey I might select, “I 

attend church once a month.” Because it looks better. 

 

Or at least, it did. Now it is socially acceptable to be a None. 

 

All this means that we should see the share of “Christians” who never attend worship drop as the Nones rise. As of 

people were going from one category to another. 

 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/341963/church-membership-falls-below-majority-first-time.aspx
https://churchattendanceproject.org/


But we don’t see that. The never-attending is still going up, and the nones are also going up. It means that in 

addition to the never attending becoming “nones”, the “active in faith” are becoming “never.” 

(https://religionnews.com/2021/03/24/the-nones-are-growing-and-growing-more-diverse/) 

 

Why? 

It seems people don’t see the need for God. 

Or at least don’t think that religion is what connects them to him. 

 

To a certain extent, it makes sense. 

 

COVID happened. It hasn’t been good. 

But for many, life has continued. 

 

They’ve kept their jobs. 

They’re kept their houses. 

They’ve been able to spend more time with family. 

They’ve been able to reconnect with hobbies. 

 

And they did all that while lots of churches were closed down. 

 

If life is going well, then what need does anyone have for religion? 

 

******** 

 

The rich young man pulled his stallion up to the roping area. 

It looked a little out of place next to the few dirty donkeys that others had parked. 

 

Then again, he looked out of place compared to the crowd. 

 

He was in finest clothing, clean pressed, rings on his fingers and one of those fancy Monopoly monocles hanging 

out of his pocket. 

 

The rest of the crowd? 

 

Poor. 

Unsuccessful. 

Homeless. 

 

These were the type of people that needed a guy like Jesus. 

Not him. 

He had it together. 

He built his business from scratch. 

He was successful. 

But… 

 

Just to be sure. 

 

II. The Reality of Humanity 
 

“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17) 

Build a business? 

Fully fund my 401k? 

Be respected in the community? 

Be a generally moral person with no skeletons in my closet and no reason for anyone to cancel me? 

 

I’ve done it. 

I think I’m pretty good. 

 

https://religionnews.com/2021/03/24/the-nones-are-growing-and-growing-more-diverse/


“One thing you lack,” Jesus said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21) 

The young man’s jaw dropped. 

 

Sell all his things? 

Get rid of all his stuff? 

His company that he worked for? 

His house that he built? 

His 80-inch TV with surround sound that he set up? 

If that’s what being “good enough” for heaven truly meant… 

Maybe he wasn’t so “good enough” after all. 

The man’s harsh realization about himself is the same realization that the Apostle Paul wants us to have in 

Romans 3. It says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (v.23) 

Notice the subject of the sentence. 

 

It doesn’t say the POOR have sinned. 

Nor doesn’t it say the RICH have sinned. 

It doesn’t say REPUBLICANS nor DEMOCRATS 

Wolfpack, Tarheels or Blue Devils. 

It doesn’t even say BELIEVERS nor UNBELIVERS. 

It doesn’t say some have sinned. 

Most of have sinned. 

Or everybody else besides you has sinned. 

All have sinned. 

That includes you. 

 

TRUTH: 

All have SINNED 

 

Sin is a reference to wrongdoing. It is doing something immoral. Something wrong. Something that isn’t right. 

 

It’s lying via text message. 

Lusting over your neighbor’s snapchats. 

Losing your temper over your kid’s struggle with virtual learning. 

 

In this Scripture, God reveals that every single one of us has committed sin. 

 

Let’s play a game called “Never have I ever.” Here’s how it works. Everyone holds up five fingers. I will then say 

something that I never have ever done. If you have done that thing, put down a finger. The people with the most 

amount of fingers left at the end of the game, wins. 

 

Never have I ever eaten a chocolate covered insect. 

Never have I ever climbed a rock wall. 

Never have I ever watched an episode of Paw Patrol. 

Never have I ever gotten the Starbucks Pink Drink. 

 

Never have I ever sinned. 

 

Hmm…Everybody lost a finger for that last one. 

 

But this isn’t entirely disagreeable. Our world agrees that people aren’t perfect. That they mess up. That they 

make mistakes. 

 

In the words of Miley Cyrus: 

 

Everybody makes mistakes 

Everybody has those days (Oh yeah) 

Everybody knows what, what I'm talkin 'bout 



Nobody's perfect 

I gotta work it 

Again and again 

'Til I get it right 

Nobody's perfect 

You live and you learn it 

And if I mess it up sometimes 

Nobody's perfect 

 

But is sin just a pop song-worthy, cute mistake? 

 

Look at the second part of the text: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (v.23) 

 

I ran track back in High School. I was a sprinter, but because I wasn’t the fastest (or even the 4th fastest) sprinter 

on our team, I shifted to running the hurdles. 

 

I remember one track meet I was running the 300m hurdles. That’s a long race that you’re supposed to sprint, but 

still have enough energy to hurdle the obstacles in your way. 

 

I was in first. 

I got down the final stretch in front of my friends and family. 

I approached the final hurdle and… 

 

My back foot got caught in the hurdle and I went plummeting, nose first to the ground. 

 

I fell short of the finish line. 

DNF – Did not finish. 

 

TRUTH: 

All have FALLEN SHORT of God’s Glory 

 

We have fallen flat on our face. 

We have sinned. 

We have a big old DNF for our race to eternal life. 

 

This is the actual eternal reality. 

 

God says I need you to be GOOD. 

Not just good, but GOOD, good. 

All the time good. 

In every way good. 

In thoughts and words and actions good. 

100%, perfectly, absolutely, never have I ever sinned once, good. 

 

Rethink SIN. 

It isn’t just a mistake. It is an eternal life disqualifying failure. 

 

III. The Reality of Grace 
 

As the disciples watched the rich young man walk away from Jesus, they began to panic. 

 

Jesus! This is impossible then. 

If that guy, who has it all together, if he can’t do enough to get to heaven. 

None of us can. 

 

The disciples paused and waiting for Jesus to correct them: 

 

It’s ok. 



I was just trying to motivate him. 

You can do it. 

 

He didn’t. 

 

With humans this impossible. But nothing is impossible with God. (Mark 10:27) 

 

Cause that’s the definition of God. 

He specializes in conquering the impossible. 

 

And Jesus is God. 

Nothing is impossible for him. 

Nothing was impossible for him. 

 

Including saving you. 

 

All…are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:24) 

 

Justified is a courtroom term. If you go to traffic court and are on trial for whether or not you came to a 

complete stop at the red light and the judge determines that you did not in fact come to a complete stop at the red 

light, you will be condemned. That is, you will be judged guilt and given whatever punishment is deemed suitable. 

 

But if you go to traffic court and are on trial for whether or not you came to a complete stop at a red light and the 

judge determine that you did in fact come to a complete stop at the red light, you will be justified, that is, declared 

innocent and will walk out of the room without any penalty. 

 

In the case of God, the punishment for sin is hell. 

We’ve sinned. 

 

And yet in God’s Word, right here it says that God has declared you “INNOCENT.” 

 

TRUTH: You are declared INNOCENT by God… 

 

This is crazy, right? 

 

Because God knows all. 

God sees all. 

God could deliver you a detailed accounting report of every one of your sins. 

 

But in Jesus, God declares you innocent. 

 

The time you lost it on your kids? Innocent. 

The struggles with porn over the year? Innocent. 

The abortion from when you were younger? Innocent. 

The greed that’s defined your life to this point? Innocent. 

That thing that landed you in jail and a human judge judged you guilty? Innocent. 

 

How? 

 

TRUTH: …through the REDEMPTION that came by Jesus 

 

The cost for entrance into eternal life is a perfectly good life. 

 

Last I checked in my wallet, I am fresh out of perfection. 

Nothing but sinful failures here. 

 

And the cost of those sinful failures is death. 

 



Jesus’ wallet is full of perfection. 

 

He lived perfectly and paid your way into heaven. 

He died innocently and paid off your debt of sin. 

 

He’s making it rain with innocence. 

 

Jesus is the reason you have been declared innocent. 

Jesus is the reason you have been declared forgiven. 

Jesus is the reason that you will not fall short of grace, but will stand victorious in heaven. 

 

And if Jesus is the reason for our standing in glory then, glory can only be ours… 

 

TRUTH: …by God’s FREE GRACE 

 

That is so important to remember. 

 

The holidays are approaching. Literally tomorrow the Christmas season officially begins. People are gonna be 

shopping on Amazon. Families are gonna be busting out the Christmas light. Hallmark will play nothing but 

Christmas specials all day long. 

 

And grandmas are gonna be knitting. They’ll knit you a nice sweater that, come December 25th, you can open the 

box and have yourself a nice, knitted sweater for the cold weather. 

 

But what if after you open that sweater gift, try it on, and thank your grandma, grandma says, 

 

That’ll 30 bucks. 

Don’t worry. I take CashApp. 

 

Then the gift isn’t a gift. 

Actually, grandma, I don’t like the sweater that much. You can keep it. 

 

Don’t let anyone add to the cost. 

Don’t let someone tell you there’s something you need to do. 

Don’t let yourself conclude that you can’t find any comfort until you become perfect. 

 

That’s a rebellion against what God is telling you. 

Rethink grace. 

 

Five hundred some years ago, there was a guy named Martin Luther. He was filled with guilt. He turned to 

religion to deal with that guilt and in response the church at the time told him: 

 

Try harder. 

Do better. 

Say 10 Lord’s Prayers for this sin. 

Say 15 Hail Mary’s for that sin. 

Do 20 good works for that sin. 

And give us $25 dollars for any of the sins that you missed. 

 

In other words – they just added more guilt. 

He became a monk. He did monk level things to try and earn God’s forgiveness. 

 

He took a vow of silence. 

He remained celibate. 

He wore a monk robe. 

He worshiped day and night. 

 

And he only felt guiltier. 



 

Until…He got his hands on the Bible. 

The Bible that was the only Bible in town chained to a wall written in a language that most people couldn’t 

understand. 

 

Once he learned the language, do you know what he read? 

 

All have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God, and all are justified freely by God’s grace through the 

redemption that came in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23-24) 
 

Wow. 

Rest. 

No more guilt. 

 

Luther decided this message of Scripture was worth sharing. 

He led the Reformation; the original rethink of religion. 

 

There’s a lesson there for our 21st century RETHINK of Religion. 

 

When religion means “Here’s what you have to do to be good enough,” yes, you are correct. 

You do not need that. 

Run as far away as possible. 

 

Maybe that’s one of the reasons people have run. 

 

But… 

 

When religion means “You aren’t good enough. But Jesus is. And here’s what he did for you. Be at peace.” 

Cling to that religion. 

 

Because the post COVID world is a world filled with guilt. 

 

You didn’t get the shot; you’re awful. 

You did get the shot; you’re awful. 

 

You didn’t wear a mask; you’re awful. 

You did wear a mask; you’re awful. 

 

You lost your job; you’re awful. 

You aren’t working; you’re awful. 

You’re working too much; you’re awful. 

 

But God’s message. 

The message of the religion he set up? 

 

You have a Savior. 

You are loved. 

You are forgiven. 

 

Amen. 
 


