
 Soaring into 2022 
A New Year’s Sermon 

I’m tired. 

 

2021 was rough. 

 

More COVID. 

Economic hardship. 

Social Distancing. 

 

Different opinions. 

Politics. 

Anger. 

Fighting. 

 

All while trying to keep my church, my family, my life together. 

 

I don’t know about you. 

But I feel like I’m crawling into 2022. 

 

Actually… 

You know that thing that slugs do? 

The thing where their whole body is on the ground and they just kinda meh forward? 

What do they call that? 

 

Sluggish? 

 

I feel like that. 

Maybe you can relate. 

 

Today we are going to talk about how to soar in 2022. Before we study God’s word, a prayer: Strengthen us, O 

Lord, by the truth. Your Word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to see; open our ears to 

hear what you want us to hear; and open our hearts to believe what you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. Feeling Sluggish 
 

We are looking at the book of Isaiah today. The book of Isaiah actually split into two halves. The first 39 

chapters are prophecies that God gave Israel while they were under siege from the Assyrian army. 

The city was surrounded. 

The people were filled with fear. 

The bread supply ran low. 

The water was rationed. 

Moms were wondering if there would be enough oatmeal for breakfast. 

Dads were not eating oatmeal so their kids had something for breakfast. 

The King wasn’t sleeping. Trying to figure out a way to save his people. 

 

It was a horrific time. 

 

But God fulfilled his promises. The Assyrians were defeated…and in a miraculous way. One night, the 

angel of the Lord went into the Assyrian camp and put to death 185,000 soldiers. 

 

Wow. Having God on your side is awesome. 

 

But the excitement was short lived. It would not be long at all before new prophecies came from Isaiah. 

These new prophecies stated that soon, the Babylonians would arrive. They would bring a new army that 



would descend on Jerusalem, destroy it, and take captives back to Babylon. 

 

Since Isaiah was the one that predicted the Assyrian siege. 

And Isaiah was the one that predicted God’s miraculous victory over Assyria. 

 

People believed. 

 

That meant one horrific would follow another. 

With only a slight reprieve in between? 

 

Sounds a lot like Delta and Omicron. 

 

All of this was enough to cause even the faithful to be a bit tired. God spoke to this tiredness in chapter 40. 

 

Why do you complain, Jacob? 

 Why do you say, Israel, 

“My way is hidden from the Lord; 

 my cause is disregarded by my God”? 

 

Can you relate? Do you feel like your way is hidden from the Lord. 

 

As if God has been quarantined. 

As if God’s Zoom connection is broken. 

As if COVID has been keeping God so busy, he just doesn’t have the time for you. 

 

And you’re disregarded. 

 

Like a bunch of old wrapping paper, God just crumples up your requests… 

And tosses them out. 

 

That is so inaccurate. God asks: 

 

Do you not know? 

 Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God. 

 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

 and his understanding no one can fathom. (v.27-28) 

 

It’s as if God hears you complaining. 

And he can’t help but insert his thoughts into the conversation. 

 

Do you not know? 

Have you not heard? 

 

God is not ignoring you. 

God can’t ignore you. 

God loves you and… 

God is so divinely different than anything you could imagine. 

 

Allow me to explain. 

 

TRUTH: God is EVERLASTING 

I got some new shoes this year for Christmas. Three new pairs to be exact. 

 

A brown pair for pastoring. 

A black pair for pastoring. 

And another pair for sitting around and eating Doritos. 



 

I was reflecting on the shoes that I was replacing. I’m pretty sure that I got all of them over my birthday, 

Christmas and post-Christmas gift card shopping last year. 

 

The shoes lasted a whole year. 

Although, the holes in the bottom meant I probably should have tossed them sooner. 

 

Things don’t last, but God does. 

 

2021 has ended. 

2022 will end. 

And so will 2023. 

God won’t. 

 

Covid will end. 

The pandemic will end. 

Mask mandates will end. 

God won’t. 

 

Political terms will end. 

Economy slides will end. 

Businesses will close and shut down. 

 

God will not. 

God cannot. 

God is forever. 

 

TRUTH: God is EVERPRESENT. 

 

Isaiah calls him the “Creator of the ends of the earth.” The word “Creator” means that God was personally 

invested in everything on this earth. 

 

God thought up. 

God developed. 

God planned. 

God was the construction manager, the foreman, and the labor in creating everything you see. 

 

From the Christmassy vibes of the North Pole 

To the scientific population of Antarctica. 

 

From the far east of China. 

To the far west of California. 

 

From the outer banks. 

To the Appalachians. 

 

From Raleigh 

To Durham. 

 

From I-540. 

To I-440. 

 

From your work. 

To your home. 

To your room. 

 

God is there. 

Personally invested. 



He’s your Creator. 

 

TRUTH: God is EVER-ENERGIZED. 

 

Have you ever met someone who is full of energy? 

Always smiling. 

Always hyped. 

Usually hopping in place because they are so excited. 

 

I think that a lot of those people end up as fitness trainers. 

I know of a few that are highly motivated, highly energetic, and extremely enthusiastic. 

 

It’ll be a 5:15am workout. 

I’ll barely have gotten out of bed to go downstairs and turn the livestream of the workout on. 

 

And as soon as I do, I am greeted with their shouts! 

Their “you can do its” and “let’s burn fat today!” 

It’s like they’re in their midday groove. 

 

But… 

 

They sleep. 

They get tired. 

They can’t go 24/7. 

 

God can. 

 

He will not grow tired or weary. 

 

He is always full of energy. 

 

He doesn’t need a nap. 

He doesn’t need a rest. 

He doesn’t need to ‘sit for a spell.’ 

 

God is up and energized. 

And there for you. 

 

And get this – 

He has been since before the Creation of the world. 

He has been since before the Creation of you. 

He will be long after you too. 

 

It means you aren’t alone. 

 

TRUTH: God is EVER-KNOWLEDGABLE 

 

You see this note at the end of verse 28. “His understanding no one can fathom.” 

Other translations read, “His understandable is unsearchable.” 

That’s crazy. 

Google is the largest search engine on the planet. It is the standard desktop search engine for an estimate 

95% of PCs. It is the standard search app on an even higher 97% of mobile devices. It hosts an estimated 1 

billion users. There are currently cataloged 1.7 billion websites on the internet. Although the article told me 

that there would be 197 new websites by the time I ended the article. (WebsiteSetup.org/how-many-

websites-are-there) 

 



That was yesterday. 

There are probably tens of thousands more today. 

Google is big. 

God’s bigger. 

A Google times bigger than Google. 

 

So big, you can’t search all his knowledge. 

You’ll never find it all. 

 

But know this. 

In that vast storehouse of God’s knowledge, 

Is volumes and volumes written about you. 

 

Your problems. 

The solutions. 

When to withhold the solutions to your problems in order to have you depend on him more, increase your 

faith, and gain eternal life through trust in his Son. 

Because that’s the ultimate knowledge. 

 

God knew that it would take his own lifeblood to save you. 

God knew that he would have to die to save you. 

God knew that after he died, three days later he would return to life for you. 

God knew that he would have to bring you this Gospel message so you would believe it. 

And God knows what it takes to keep you in that faith so you experience eternity in heaven. 

 

II. What Now? 
 

God is everlasting. 

God is ever present. 

God is ever-energized. 

God is ever knowledgeable. 

 

With all that in mind, God gives us some simple WHAT NOWs for 2022. 

 

(1) Hope in the Lord 
 

This is a really important truth for the beginning of a new year. 

Because at the beginning of the new year, it’s so easy to put your hope for a great year in the wrong thing. 

 

I hope that this new style will get me a boyfriend and more friends. 

I hope that this new fitness instructor will get me in shape. 

I hope that this new investment will build wealth for the future. 

I hope that this new job will fulfill me. 

 

But here’s the problem. 

 

That style won’t last. 

That fitness instructor will tire out. 

That investment won’t fix every part of your life. 

That job won’t be knowledgeable in your deep seeded depression issues. 

 

If you put your hope in these things, it will not be long before you’re tired again. 

Slowing down. 

Crawling. 

Maybe by January 4th. 

 

Put your hope in the Lord. Look at what the LORD does: 



 

He gives strength to the weary 

 and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, 

 and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the Lord 

 will renew their strength. (v.30-31a) 

 

Teenage boys are the epitome of this. 

They can have so much energy. 

Stay up so late playing video games. 

Get so excited and animated in front of their friends. 

Run for miles and miles in gym class. 

 

And then? 

Crash. 

Sleep in until about 1pm. 

 

The most youthful and energetic people still get tired. 

But those who hope in the Lord… 

 

No matter their age. 

No matter their health. 

No matter their energy. 

Will renew their strength. 

 

(2) Soar 

 

Have you ever seen an eagle? 

 

It’s majestic. 

It valiant. 

It’s impressive. 

 

Did you know though those the eagle’s muscles aren’t all that big? 

Pound for pound, an eagle’s strength is no match for the strength of a hummingbird. 

The hummingbird flaps at an incredible rate, exerting so much energy at every second just to stay airborn. 

 

Not the eagle. 

 

After an eagle swoops down from it’s perfect, it simply stretches out its wings. The wings catch the updraft 

of air. The eagle doesn’t do any work. The breeze is what lifts the eagle back up. 

 

And the eagle soars… 

 

Effortlessly. 

 

Those who hope in the Lord…will soar on wings like eagles. 

 

Because when you ride the winds of your Savior, it’s effortless. 

 

You don’t need to flap. 

You don’t need to panic. 

You don’t need to flutter. 

 

God’s got you. 

He’s holding you up. 

 



Open your wings. 

 

Soar. 

 

Amen. 

 


