
Undeserved Love 
The Cost 

I was thinking about getting my wife a Cameo for our upcoming anniversary. 
 

What’s a cameo, you ask? It’s a short video greeting by someone famous that is sent to your loved one. 
 
Of course, these come at a cost. A varying cost depending on your amount of celebrity. For example… 

 
Jorge, the bartender from the reality series, The Bachelor will record a greeting for $29. 

Adassa, who does the voice of Dolores from Disney’s Encanto costs $69. 
Doug E. Fresh, hip hop legend (not Pastor Doug) will sing a short song for $125. 
Brian Baumgartner, who plays Kevin from The Office, will record a 30 second message for $250. 
JoJo Siwa, a YouTube Star who is only 18 sells her greetings for a whopping $600! 

 
Today we are beginning a new series called Undeserved Love. It is all about God’s love – a love that is more 
incredible, more everlasting, and more immersive than b-list celebrity love. 
 

What does his love cost? 

 

More specifically… 
What does his love cost you? 

 

We’re looking for that answer today in Scripture. Before we dig in, a prayer: 
 

Lord, strengthen us by the truth; your Word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to 

see; open our ears to hear what you want us to hear; open our hearts to believe what you would have 

us believe. Amen. 
 

I. The Cost of Meeting God 
 

The first section we’re looking at today is Exodus 19. In it, God had just freed the people of Israel from 

400 years of slavery in Egypt. God had done so by sending incredible miracles to plague their violent 
oppressors and split the Red Sea in half to lead them to safety. 

 

Now they were at the foot of a mountain called Sinai and God was about to come down from heaven to meet 

with them. 
But before God arrived, he sent the Israelites instructions. 

 
The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people. Consecrate them today and tomorrow, and have them 
wash their clothes. Be ready by the third day, for on the third day the Lord will come down on 
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. You shall set boundaries for the people all around the 

mountain. Tell them: ‘Be careful that you do not go up onto the mountain or touch the edge of 

it.’ Whoever touches the mountain must certainly be put to death. (Exodus 19:10-12) 
  

Consecrate means to give a thorough washing. Considering the people didn’t have indoor plumbing, they 

going to have to go out of their way to wash. They’d need to gather enough water from wells and springs to 
bath hundreds of thousands of Israelites with water. 
 
Not once. 

But twice. 
And all their laundry too. 
 

Then, they could come to the mountain. But not to the actual mountain. To a boundary that had been set 

up around the mountain. It’s like an ancient version of police tape. 
 



And hopefully there’s not some teenager who thinks it would be funny to cross that line. Because if they do 
cross the line and set foot on the first little incline of the mountain… 
 

They’ll die. 
 
TRUTH: God does not allow UNHOLY people to be with him. 

 

Think about that. God hates unholiness that much. 
 
He is at the top of Mount Sinai. The most likely candidate for that mountain is 7,497 feet tall. There are 

thousands of feet of distance between God and the people. 

 
And God set up a boundary to keep them even farther away. 
 

It was like Disney during the pandemic. Did you do this? At the time, there were no character meet and 

greets. Instead of being able to high five and hug Goofy, you had to wave at him from a certain distance. At 
Animal Kingdom, you could stand on a bridge over a river and wave as Moana, Lilo, and Stitch wave from a 
river boat below. 

 

Disney set up these rules so you might not catch COVID. 
God set up these rules so the people wouldn’t die. 

 

TRUTH: The cost for unholy people to be near God is DEATH. 
Because God is holy. 

Really holy. 

 
Holy God does not mean… 
 

That God is better than most. 

That God disapproves of most sin. 

That God wears some kind of cardinal’s hat with a fancy signet ring on his finger. 
 

Holy means without sin. 
Holy means hateful of sin. 
Holy means violently against sin. 

 

God’s being is so inherently good that he cannot coexist with evil. 

 
He cannot stand to be around evil. 
And people who do evil. 

 
So… 
 

He either destroys them, 

Or keeps them at bay, about 7500 feet below, separated by a barrier. 
 

II. The Cost of Holiness 
 
Can anyone be around God then? 

 
For the answer, I submit to you a portion of Scripture God delivered to Moses on the top of that same Mount 

Sinai. Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am 
holy. (19:2) 
 

The truth is simple then. 

If you want to have God’s love, you’ve got to be holy. 
 

TRUTH: God does allow HOLY people to be with him. 



 
What exactly does it take to be holy though? 
 

The book that we are reading from is called Leviticus. It is a Hebrew word that means “laws.” It is filled 
with moral law, ceremonial laws, and civil laws that the people of Israel were to abide by in order to keep 
themselves holy. 

 

There’s a lot of laws. Just to give you a sense, we are going to look at some laws from Leviticus 19. Some of 
the laws are repeats of the Ten Commandments: 
 

‘Each of you must respect your mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths. Do not 

turn to idols or make metal gods for yourselves. I am the Lord your God. Do not steal. ‘Do not 
lie. Do not deceive one another. ‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of 
your God. I am the Lord. (v.10-11) 

 

Other laws build on those commandments and expand on the theme for life in society: 
 

‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight. Do 

not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the Lord. 

Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge 
your neighbor fairly. Do not go about spreading slander among your people. Do not do anything 

that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the Lord. (v.12b-16) 

 
More laws go beyond action and speak to our hearts: 

 

 “‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share 
in their guilt. “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but 
love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. (v.17-18) 

 

Some laws get downright strange! Check out verse 19: 

 
Do not mate different kinds of animals. That one is easy. Don’t try to cross a cat and a dog. No mad 

science stuff here. 
Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. Great news for kids. Your mom can choose to plant 
broccoli or Brussel sprouts, but not both. 

Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material. I’m in agreement. Anyone wearing polyester? Has 

sinned. 

 
When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. For three years 
you are to consider it forbidden; it must not be eaten. (v.23) This is especially difficult without Google 

calendar. I’d just to Alexa to leave me a reminder when I can eat the figs. 
 
Do not round off the hair on the sides of your heads, nor shall you disfigure the edge of your beards. 

(v.27) 

Have you ever seen those beard designs where they trim them into the shape of little flames? Or maybe 
some racing stripes? 
 

Nope. 

Can’t do it. 
Not if you want to be holy. 
 

Here’s the point of all these Levitical laws. 

 
The cost of holiness is PERFECT OBEDIENCE of his laws. 

 
If you want his love, you owe God a perfectly obedient life. 

If you can’t do it, you owe God a death. 
 



So… 
 
What about you? 

Are you holy? 
 
Or… 

 

Are you cringing? 
Are you cringing when we were reading that list of laws because there’s stuff on that list that you’ve done? 
 

That you do. 

 
If you think you can sin and still earn God’s love, you’re wrong. 
If you think you can keep sinning and still be with God, you’re wrong. 

 

God hates sin. 
God wants nothing to do with those who do it. 
 

Which means if you’ve been doing sin. 

You’ve earned none of his love. 
 

Only death. 

 

III. The Payment 
 

That is knowledge that Nicodemus had. 
 

He was a 1st century Jew. 

 
He had grown up learning about God’s laws. 
He had joined the Pharisees and begun memorization of all 613 Levitical laws. 

He had worked with the Rabbis to develop even more laws to better their chances of holiness. 

 

Even then, it didn’t work. 
 

All the fancy robes. 
All the correct dietary requirements. 
All the nicely trimmed beards and smirking at “sinners” didn’t really stop him. 
 

He still felt guilty. 

He still was a sinner. 
 
That is why Jesus didn’t make any sense. 

 

He was doing the things of God. 
As if he himself was God. 
Though sinful human could never truly be with God. 

 
How can this be, Jesus? 

How can God be interacting with us? 
How could God interact with anyone? 

 
Jesus had an answer. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

It’s probably one of the most famous verses in the Bible. Yet, I think it’s so important to grasp the context to 



that famous statement. 
 
Jesus is meeting a Pharisee. 

Pharisees viewed themselves as holy. 
They hated Jesus because he told them that they were not. 
 

But Nicodemus is interested, so he meets Jesus under the cover of night. There Jesus delivers two 

powerfully important truths for those who realize they will never be able to earn God’s love. 
 

TRUTH: Jesus paid for our SINS with his DEATH 

Notice the verb. God “gave”. 
 
It’s past tense. 
It’s completed. 

 
Can you imagine getting a gift that isn’t already paid for? 
 
It’s wrapped up real nice? A bow on the top? 

They open it and it’s a brand new iPhone. Cool. 
But then, as you open the case, you find a bill. 

 

You still owe about $600 dollars payable over the next months. 
Then, the gift will be yours. 

 

If you have given a gift, that means it’s already been paid for 

 
That’s what God did. 

 

God gave his son. 

 
A Son who would fully pay for our sins. 

A Son who would fully pay for your sins. 

A Son who did fully pay for all your sins. 
 

And he did so with the divine price tag that God has attached to sin. 

 

Death. 
 

Jesus came to the mountain as a sinner. 

He had all your sin attached to His name. 
 
Just like God told Moses – such a sinner must die. 
 

Jesus died in your place. 
He died and so did your sins. 
He died and so did your shame. 

He died and so did your title as sinner. 

 
In short, because of Jesus you are forgiven. 
 
Because you are forgiven, you will live. 

 
Look again at Jesus’ words to Nicodemus. Whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
(v.16) 

 
That happens because… 

 
1) Our sins have been expunged from our record. They are no more. 



2) His holiness has been given to us. 
 
Which is exactly what we need to enter eternal life with God. 

 
TRUTH: Jesus paid for our ETERNAL LIFE with his HOLINESS 
 

You’ll get to see God! 

 
Not at the bottom of a mountain. 
Not behind a barrier. 

Not as a fiery blast of wrath comes your way. 

 
You will see God. 
You will be with God. 

You will dwell with God. 

You will be embraced by God. 
 
Eternally. 

 

God doesn’t see any of your sin. It’s been covered with Jesus’ holiness. 
 

It’s like if any of you get some ketchup on your shirt later today. All you would need to do is talk to me, I’ll 

get you one of our Thrivent volunteer shirts and you can throw it over the top. 
 

No one will ever know about your ketchup stain. 

 
And… 
Because you are covered with Jesus’ righteousness. 

God will not see your sinful stain. 

 

God’s love cost us nothing. 
Because it cost Jesus everything. 

 
TRUST JESUS. 

Look at what Jesus says next: 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
The one who believes in him is not condemned, but the one who does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. (v.17-18) 

If you believe you can pay your way to heaven by yourself, you won’t. 

You will be condemned. 
 
But… 
 
If you believe you are a sinner. 

If you believe that Jesus is your Savior. 
If you believe he paid the cost for you… 
You will live. 

 
I wish you could have met my grandpa Dave. 
He was a truck driver from the Cornhusking State of Nebraska. 

 
He loved Nebraska football. 
He loved grilled outdoors. 
He loved sitting me on his lap, having me touch the panther tattoo that he got in the army, and making a 

panther noise to try and make me jump. 

 

One of my most stark memories of Grandpa was sitting next to him in church. 



We were singing Amazing Grace. 
 
Grandpa wasn’t great at singing. 

He was off pitch. 
But he’d really belt it out: 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me. 
 
But was he? 

 

Now that I’ve grown up, I realize that grandpa was a sinner. 
 
He smoked too much. 

He got said uncouth things when the Cornhuskers did poorly. 

He was in the army – that can be a gruff and sinful life. 
 
Is grandpa in God’s love? 

Yes. 

 
A thousand times yes. 

 

Not because of Grandpa. 
But because of Jesus. 

 

And you will be there too. 
Not because of you. 
Because of Jesus. 

 

Amen. 


