
Forgiveness 
Why Church? 

 

We are digging into God’s Word and trying to understand WHY we need church. We talked about three 

reasons that had to do with FORGIVENESS last week. 

 

Do you remember them? We stay connected to church… 

 

5. …because its mission is GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

6. …for MOTIVATION to forgive others 

7. …To PRACTICE forgiveness 

 

But forgiveness seems like an easy sell. 

People need forgiveness. 

After some reflection, we recognize that others need forgiveness too. 

 

But what about a blessing from church that doesn’t sound as nice? 

 

************* 

 

In high school, football practice began two weeks before school started. This meant that the football players 

arrived on campus before any other students. We moved into the dormitories on campus so that we could practice 

football, talk football, live football, sleep football, even breathe football. 

 

The practices would start every day with a 6 am wake up. We’d get out to the field by 6:15am, make our way over 

to the hill in order to run sprints, bear crawls, crab walks, and more. 

 

Now…I don’t know how many of you know this, but…high school boys are not experts at getting up early. 

 

Our coach would therefore make his way over to the campus around 5:45am. 

He’d open the doors to each individual dorm. 

He’d stand in the doorway. 

Get out his whistle and… 

 

TWEEET!!!! 

 

He told us that he did it because of ACCOUNTABILITY. As a result… 

 

I hated ACCOUNTABILITY. 

 

Today we want to talk about spiritual accountability, its purpose and why the church is God’s built-in 

accountability for his people. 

 

But before we begin, a prayer: O Lord, strengthen us by the truth. Your word is the truth. Open our eyes to see 

what you want us to see; open our ears to hear what you want us to hear. Open our hearts to believe what 

you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. Accountability & Church Leaders 
 

The section we are looking at this week is from Ephesians 4. It was a letter written to a church in Ephesus 

that was having a problem with divisiveness. 

 



I don’t know exactly if the divisiveness was doctrinal or practical. 

Maybe it was about what time the service should be at… 

Or what type of music they should play… 

Or what brand of donut they should get for the meetings. 

 

Maybe it was about masks… 

Or vaccines… 

Or social distancing. 

 

And what often happens with divisiveness is that people get angry with each other. 

When people get angry with each other, they stop spending time together. 

When people get angry with each other at a church, they stop being connected to the church. 

 

This portion of Ephesians is written to point out the importance of staying connected to the church in the 

midst of the divisiveness because the church is home to a secret weapon against divisiveness: 

 

Accountability. 

 

God himself gave the apostles, as well as the prophets, as well as evangelists, as well as pastors and 

teachers, for the purpose of training the saints for the work of serving, in order to build up the body of 

Christ. (v.12) 

 

Accountability starts with leadership. God knew that and gave different leaders to his church. 

 

God gave Apostles. An Apostle was someone who had seen Jesus rise from the dead, been specifically sent by him 

and been given the Holy Spirit in a miraculous way. This included the 12 apostles who were trained and sent by 

Jesus – a 13th, the writer of these words named Paul. 

 

God gave prophets. These people were more of an Old Testament leader. A prophet received a message from God 

and shared the message from God with the people. Sometimes verbally. Sometimes by writing it down. 

 

These two types of leaders were very specific to a specific time in church history. They don’t exist as leaders 

anymore. But the next three types of church leaders are still around… 

 

An evangelist is someone who shared the good news of Jesus. In fact, Evangelist literally means “good news 

sharer.” At the time of this letter, some had become professional evangelists by going from town to town and 

delivering the message of Jesus. Nowadays an evangelist might be someone who tells the guy at the gas pump 

about his Savior. 

 

A pastor is pretty much what we think of as a pastor. Although, they probably didn’t have their own Twitter 

accounts. More specifically, the word comes from the Greek word for ‘shepherd.’ A pastor does do outreach, but 

unlike an evangelist, he also cares for the spiritual welfare of his flock. 

 

A teacher is a teacher. The word could reference a Bible study teacher, a Youth Group teacher or even a pre-k 

teacher. 

 

God gave a lot of different leaders to his church. But they all have the same purpose described in verses 12 & 13, 

 

…for the purpose of training believers for the work of serving, in order to build up the body of Christ…that 

we all reach unity in the faith. (v.12-13) 

 

The Bible often uses biological language to describe the church. 

It refers to Jesus as the head and believers as his body. 

 

When you consider some attributes of Jesus’ body, that seems a bit off. 

 

Jesus’ body is holy. 



Jesus’ body is pure. 

Jesus’ body is forever. 

 

We are not holy. 

We are not pure. 

We are not forever. 

 

But… 

 

When God connected you to Jesus. 

When you believe in your Savior… 

Something amazing happens. 

 

You are declared Christ’s body. 

 

Meaning… 

 

You are declared holy. 

You are declared pure. 

You are given forever. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 
Church Leaders Exist to UNITE you with JESUS. 

 

It’s like Mr. Potato Head. 

 

Say you have a blank spud. You add on a nose. A pink ear. A blue ear with an earring. A mouth with a tongue 

sticking out, a moustache…maybe around his right ear. 

 

But if Mr. Potato head’s nose falls off, it is no longer a part of the body. 

 

Someone needs to pick it up… 

Someone needs to brush it off… 

Someone needs to put it back in its place. 

 

That’s church leadership. 

God wants them to do what they can to keep you connect to Christ’s body. 

Because then you are connected to Jesus. 

 

As a leader at Gethsemane church, that’s our purpose too. 

To do what we can to connect you to Christ and his body. 

 

We do that by bringing God’s Word to you. 

 

At a large gathering like worship. 

At a smaller gathering like a Group study. 

In a conversation over Starbucks. 

Through a phone call. 

Even SMS messages, messenger apps and emails. 

 

If you get a bunch of messages from church leadership, understand they aren’t trying to be annoying. 

They are trying to keep you connected to your living Savior. 

 

Which…is worth the risk of being ‘annoying.” 

 

II. The Danger of a Kindergarten Nautical 
 

That’s important. 



 

Because not everyone wants to keep you connected to Jesus. 

 

The goal is that we would no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every 

wind of teaching, when people use tricks and invent clever ways to lead us astray. Instead, speaking 

the truth in love, we would in all things grow up into Christ, who is the head. (v.14-15) 

 

It says that God does not want us to be like children in a sailboat. To be fair, the coast guard doesn’t want 

children to be sailboats either. (Apologies to Moana). 

 

Because if a kid was manning a rowboat down at the Outer Banks, they wouldn’t have any control! The wind 

and the waves would move the boat here and there – and wherever it wanted. 

 

And the child skipper would be tossed and blown about on an unintended course. 

 

The same happens to people. 

 

A wind from the CNN website says, “This is the correct, moral way to think about an issue.” 

A gust from Fox News twitter says, “This is the correct, moral way to think about an issue.” 

 

A quick whirlwind out of social media says, “We know the Bible says this, but you need to think this.” 

A tempest comes from workmates that says, “Here’s the modern way. The Bible’s way is out.” 

 

Even a group YouTube video labelled “Christian” can send you the basic message of, ‘Get angry. Get upset. 

Let this hurricane of hatred control your life.’ 

 

And we get blown. 

And we get tossed. 

And we are out of control. 

 

And it isn’t long, before we are far from our destination… 

 

That is…far from Jesus. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 
It’s TRICKY Out There 

 

Notice what it says in verse 15. It says, “Some…invent tricks to get us astray.” That implies that this isn’t an 

accident. Some people want you very far away from Jesus. 

 

There’s definitely one who falls in that category. 

His name is Satan. 

 

He loves stirring up divisiveness and dissension. 

His goal is to get you as far away from your Savior as possible. 

 

That’s why we need church. 

 

Church is like a maritime training center. 

It helps you grow in your knowledge of the storms we will face. 

It teaches you how to navigate with God as your compass. 

It trains you to avoid the waves. 

It provides you with tools to get out of a riptide. 

 

And most importantly, it provides you with an anchor that will not move. 

 

Jesus. 

 



III. The Natural Accountability of the Body 
 

Church keeps you connected to Jesus naturally. 

 

From Jesus the whole body, being joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows in 

accordance with Christ’s activity when he measured out each individual part. (Ephesians 4:16) 

 

Back to the body illustration. 

 

If I remember the Kids’ song correctly… 

 

Your ankle bone connected to your leg bone 

Your leg bone connected to your knee bone 

Your knee bone connected to your thigh bone 

And them bones gonna walk around! 

 

Good song. Deep theological point. 

 

Say there’s a guy named Bob. Bob was just getting connected to church before the pandemic. But then when 

it went online, he struggled to stay engrossed with the services. (He’s like me and gets distracted by 

message after pop-up after message) 

 

This has led to Bob being less and less willing to stay connected on his phone. 

 

Bob is connected to his wife Sally, who does listen to the sermons on Sunday morning. 

Sally is connected to her church friend Linda, who delivers coffee to them and invites them to worship. 

Linda is connected to her hospitality team friend Josh, who commented on Bob’s Facebook page. 

Josh is connected to the Young Adult Growth group member Mya who messaged Bob on his birthday and 

said, “She missed seeing him at worship.” 

Mya is connected to her husband Zadarius who loves playing golf as much as Bob and continues to golf with 

him, always encouraging to stay connected to Jesus. 

 

The result? 

Bob is connected to Jesus. 

Because his church family stays connected to him. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 
Members NATURALLY Hold TOGETHER 

 

When God places us into his kingdom, we are in the invisible church of all believers. 

But God also wants us to be part of a local congregation of visible believers. 

Because when he does so, there are natural connections that provide built in accountability. 

 

God doesn’t want you to be a clipped toenail, or a stray eyelash. 

Or one of the 48 pieces of head hair I lost since this morning. 

 

God wants you to stay connected to others in our church body. 

Because then we are connected to him, the head of our church body. 

 

We live. Because he lives. 

 

IV. What Now? 
 

You’ve seen this one before: 

 

(1) Stay Connected to Church 

 



Again, be physically safe. But be spiritually safe. 

Keep connections with the rest of Christ body. 

 

If you’re here for worship, stick around and chat afterwards. 

If you aren’t, call someone. Just wait till the “Amen.” 

 

(2) Connect with the Disconnected 

 

Here’s a reality. 

 

COVID has been going on for a year and a half. 

There are some people I haven’t seen for a year and a half. 

 

Actually… 

A more accurate word might be…. 

Around a hundred… 

 

Friends, maybe you are the connection that I can’t be. 

Maybe you are the one to remind them about Jesus. 

Maybe you are the one that is most closely connected to them. 

 

Send them a note. 

Give them a call. 

Tell them that Jesus loves them dearly and wants them to be reconnected to His body. 

 

Understand God is calling us to be accountable 

In holding others accountable. 

Because he loves us and them dearly… 

 

There’s a plant we have in our Gathering Garden here at church. It’s doing very well. 

 

The flowers are blooming. Bees are pollinating them. Every flower connected to the plant is thriving. 

 

But can I show you something? Here is a flower that I cut off early Saturday morning. 

It’s not thriving. 

It’s dead. 

 

Jesus said, “I am the Vine; you are the Branches. If you remain in me, you will bear much fruit. Apart 

from me, you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 

 

Jesus doesn’t want you disconnected from him. 

Because Jesus doesn’t want you to die. 

 

He wants you to live. 

Eternally. 

 

That’s why he connects you to his church. 

So his church can keep you connected to him. 

 

You might call that accountability. 

But I think God calls it love. 

Amen. 

 


