
Family 
Why Church? 

 

We just finished our four-week sermon series on WHY CHURCH? In all, we came up with thirteen different 

reasons that God invented church. 

 

Next weekend is Kickoff Sunday. We’ll kickoff Garden Kids, a new sermon series, and serve ice cream bars. All 

while praying for teachers at Precious Lambs, growth group leaders, youth group leaders, and other fall ministries 

as we kick off their new year. 

 

That means we are left with this weekend. 

 

It might not be wise to start a new series. 

But it is wise to study God’s Word. 

 

So… 

 

I present to you a BONUS lesson in the Why Church – Sermon series. (Think of it like deleted scenes or the 

extended version of a Blu Ray.) 

 

Today we will discuss one more BIG reason to stay connected to a church. Before we begin, a prayer: O Lord, 

strengthen us by the truth. Your word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to see; open our 

ears to hear what you want us to hear. Open our hearts to believe what you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. The Impending Return  
 

Today’s lesson starts in 1 John. This is the first letter written by the Apostle John to believers. 

 

Look at what he says in chapter two, “Dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be 

confident and unashamed before him at his coming.” 

 

This isn’t a reference to John’s biological children. 

But to his spiritual children. 

 

The concept of spiritual children is that God works through his messages proclaimed by people to bring others into 

his family. In this way, the person who shares the Gospel with you becomes a spiritual father to you. 

 

John probably had a lot of spiritual children.  

 

Undoubtedly, some were alive at the time of this letter that had come to believe in Jesus through John. 

Others believed in Jesus through the message of someone else who believed in Jesus through John. 

Still more believed in Jesus through the message of someone who believed in Jesus through the message of 

someone else who… 

 

…you get the point. 

 

There are even many today who believe in Jesus as a result of John’s written messages. 

 

So, when John says “children…” 

 

...he’s talking about you. 

And John’s got great news for you.  



TRUTH: 
Our BROTHER will COME for us. 

 

Cause pandemic has kept people away from one another. 

 

I know grandparents who haven’t seen their grandchildren. 

I know siblings who are having their 2nd annual virtual birthday celebration. 

I know of family reunions being postponed for the 2nd year in a row. 

 

Maybe you got a gathering in during the month of June before everything went haywire again. 

Maybe not. 

 

But if you haven’t seen family in a while, it means so much when you get see them again. 

 

Jesus is coming. 

 

Can you imagine that? 

We will be reunited with the one who conquered sin for us. 

We will be in the presence of our death defeating brother. 

We will get to embrace (not just fist bump, not just high five), the one who loves us the most. 

 

In a world filled with a pandemic, economic downtown, racism, terrorism, and natural disasters…. 

 

He can’t come soon enough. 

 

But because he is returning, John has encouragement for us: Continue in Jesus, so that when he appears you 

may be CONFIDENT and UNASHAMED. 

 

Confident 

And unashamed. 

Which implies that one could possibly feel unconfident and ashamed. 

 

Why would anyone feel that way about Jesus’ coming? 

 

Keep reading: 

…he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. (v.28-29) 

 

Righteous. 

 

Do you know what that word means? 

 

It means pure. 

It means perfect. 

It means entirely, intrinsically, eternally good. 

 

It means he hates evil. 

 

Those who are born of him… 

Those are in his family… 

Those who he is excited to see. 

 

…are those who are doing what is right. 

 

Read that again. It does not say: 

 



Those who are doing what feels right is born or him. 

Those who are doing what society says is right is born of him. 

Those who are doing whatever they want to be right is born of him. 

 

Nope. 

 

Only those who are doing what is right. 

 

TRUTH: 

His CHILDREN do what is RIGHT. 

 

When I was younger, I really liked Nintendo. Old school, two buttons, mash them as quickly as you can, 

Nintendo. I played it a lot. So much that my parents started to enforce rules so that it didn’t “rot” my brain. 

 

My bedroom was in the basement. It right next to the playroom which had the TV and the Nintendo hooked up to 

it. My parents had clearly said that after 8 pm; no video games. Homework, then go to bed. 

 

But here’s what would happen. 

 

Once they tucked me in and went upstairs. 

I’d wait. Five, maybe ten minutes. Then, I’d sneak out of my room, turn on the tv, turn down the volume knob. 

(Remember volume knobs?) and begin playing Super Mario Bros. 3. 

 

But every once in a while, smack dab in the middle of world three, I would hear the unmistakable creak of the 

basement steps.  

 

Someone was on their way! 

 

I’d panic. 

Get out of my chair. 

Rush to the tv. 

Turn off the knob. 

Rush to my room. 

Cover myself. 

 

My parents would come down: “I’d think you were sleeping. But if so, why is the red light on the Nintendo on?” 

 

Jesus is returning. What do you do that you don’t want him to catch you doing? 

 

Late night porn? 

Sleeping around? 

Tossing a joint behind your back? 

Hiding the 7th beer under a couch cushion? 

Deleting your racist Facebook post? 

Eliminating your gossipy text message conversation? 

Sleeping in, eating out, doing all the things instead of worshiping? 

 

Careful. Because if you aren’t doing what people in his family do, the question becomes… 

 

Are you really a part of his family?  

 

 

II. A Final Reason for Church 
 

It’s fun to give gifts to children. They tend to get so wide eyed and excited. If you have a child in your family…a 



son, a daughter, niece, nephew, or grandkid, you might get them a lot of gifts. 

 

Something for their birthday. 

Something for Christmas. 

Something for Valentine’s Day, Halloween, and the 4th of July. 

Something because you saw it in the aisle of the grocery store and you knew that they’d like it, so… “Yes, please. 

Can you add this Paw Patrol lollipop to my cart.” 

 

Families love to give gifts to their children. 

Parents love to lavish gifts on their children. 

 

God does too. 

 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what 

we are! (3:1) 

 

Did you catch that? 

 

Despite what you’ve done. 

Despite your past. 

Despite your sin. 

 

You are God’s child. 

The gifts that he has lavished on you prove it! 

 

Being God’s child is not dependent on what you’ve done. 

It’s dependent on what he’s done. 

 

TRUTH: 

GOD is the reason you are GOD’S CHILD. 

 

God is the one who adopted you. 

God is the one who paid for your adoption with his own blood. 

God is the one who brought you into his family. 

God is the one who sealed your adoption in the waters of baptism. 

And God doesn’t want to lose you. 

 

God is like the parent that really doesn’t want to lose their child. You know the type. They go to great lengths 

to ensure their children never get lost. 

 

They write your phone number and last name on the kid’s shirt tag. 

The custom t-shirt simply says, “the Smith family.” 

Also, they give them an ID badge that they wear around their neck. 

Also, they give them a cell phone with a tracking device. 

Also, they put temporary tattoos all over their bicep that include the family phone number should he get lost. 

 

God speaks to us in Scripture, in Baptism, in Lord’s Supper. 

In devotions, in Bible readings, in sermons. 

In Instagram posts, Facebook memes, and temporary tattoo art to tell you. 

 

You are his child. 

To label you as HIS. 

Which leads to our final reason for church. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 



This is your FAMILY.  

 

Cause if I am his child by grace. 

And you are his child by grace. 

And the person next to you is God’s child by grace. 

 

We are all God’s children by grace. 

We are all… 

 

Family. 

 

And when families get together… 

They are a reminder to one another that they are family. 

 

That’s one of God’s purposes of church. 

That we remind each other that we are part of God’s family! 

 

When I call you sister, it’s a reminder that we share a Father. 

When you call me brother, it’s a reminder of our other Brother. 

When we get together, it that we are bonded by blood. 

 

Divine blood.  

 

I know of two sisters of ours who have used this often. 

They always refer to themselves as sisters. 

 

Even though… 

 

One of them is white. 

And one of them is black. 

 

One of them even pulls up photos on their phone of their church friend and says, “This is my sister.” 

 

People might do a double take. 

She smiles. 

 

This is my sister. 

God put us together. 

 

Friends, this is church. 

God’s family. 

A place you belong. 

 

III. What Now? 
 

Two applications follow in 1 John 3: The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. (v.1b) 

 

The ancient world didn’t see Jesus as their brother. 

They saw him as a nuisance. 

It’s the reason that they put him on the cross. 

 

Don’t be surprised then if the Modern World doesn’t see Jesus as their brother either. 

Or your brother. 

Or anyone you should stay attached to at all. 

 

1) Avoid the WORLD’S Example 

 



They don’t care if you stay connected to Jesus. 

They don’t get church. 

They don’t get that this is family. 

 

They don’t mind telling you, “Forget about those people.” 

Come away with me this weekend. 

And next weekend. 

And all the weekends, because why did you ever spend time with those church people.  

 

Watch out. 

 

It may be true that you don’t need to be connected to church to be part of church. 

But the more disconnected to you are from your family… 

The harder it is to believe that you are still family. 

 

And the more disconnected you are from God’s family… 

The harder it is to believe you are God’s. 

 

2) Stay Connected to Your Family 

 

The pandemic is in full court press again. 

Be safe. 

Stay safe. 

 

Do not let it separate you from your family. 

 

If you’re in person today, encourage your brothers and sisters right after worship. 

 

If you aren’t, call someone. 

Text them. 

Encourage them. 

 

I’ll even let you do it right now… 

It’s that important. 

 

Because this isn’t just about being family right now. 

But being family forever. 

 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know 

that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. (v.3) 

 

COVID will not last forever. 

Jesus will. 

 

And financial struggles will not last forever. 

Jesus will. 

 

And terrorism and racism and angry blogging and broken relationships and guilt and shame will not last forever. 

Jesus will. 

 

Jesus will. 

And so will HIS family.  

This family. Amen. 

 


