
Forgiveness 
Why Church? 

 

We are digging into God’s Word and trying to understand WHY we need church. Last week Hebrews 10 gave 

us four reasons. Do you remember them? 

 

1. Because we get to MEET WITH God 

2. To gain an UNWAVERING faith 

3. To encourage OTHERS 

4. Because THE DAY is approaching 

 

Maybe after hearing that list last week, you said, ‘That’s great pastor. Those are some good reasons to connect to a 

church. But I think I’ll just need to find a new church…” 

 

Because that one guy goes to your church. 

Or that one gal. 

Or that one pastor. 

 

And they did that one thing to me. 

And I cannot forgive that one thing. 

 

We have three more reasons for church today. They have to do with forgiveness. Before we begin, a prayer: O 

Lord, strengthen us by the truth. Your word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to see; open 

our ears to hear what you want us to hear. Open our hearts to believe what you would have us believe. 

Amen. 

 

I. The Forgiveness Mission 
 

The first text we are looking at comes from John 20. It had been three days since Jesus died.  

The disciples had spent most of those days in a locked room. 

 

I mean a locked, locked room. 

Wooden bar, second wooden bar, metal clasp, deadbolt, with pieces of furniture stacked against it, locked room.  

 

They were terrified.  

It seemed reasonable that the very people that killed Jesus would also want to kill his followers. 

As they sat in terror, I imagine they had all kinds of thoughts… 

 

I can’t believe this happened to Jesus. 

I should have stopped it. 

I still remember running away. 

I can picture the disappointment on his face, as they handcuffed him and I turned and ran. 

I’m a failure. 

A disappointment. 

A coward. 

 

But then again, I might not have run, if I hadn’t seen Peter run. 

Yep. He was the reason most of us ran. 

In fact, I remember someone else grabbing my arm as if to say, “We gotta go.” 

What was I supposed to do? Resist? 

 

Like if there’s anyone to blame for Jesus’ death… 



It wasn’t me! 

It’s these other guys. 

 

Jesus came and stood among them…(v.19) 

 

The disciples thought it was ghost! 

 

A spirit. 

An apparition. 

The ghost of desertions past come to haunt them about all their guilt and shame. 

 

Jesus proved that he wasn’t. 

 

He let them touch the skin on his hands. 

He let them poke their fingers into his wounded. 

He let them insert their hands into the mark the spear had left in his side. 

 

He wasn’t a ghost. 

He was alive. 

 

But if that was true, that was almost worse news… 

 

Because if this was really Jesus. 

This was the one that they had really sinned against. 

Simon the Zealot winced in anticipation of the fireball that he deserved. 

 

But that’s not what Jesus said to them. 

He didn’t say, “I’ve come to get revenge, you sinful jerks.” 

 

Nope. 

 

He didn’t say, “Malice be with you.” 

He didn’t say, “Hatred be with you.” 

Not even “Guilt be with you always.” 

 

Nope. 

 

He said, “Peace be with you!” (v.19) 

 

They didn’t need to be afraid; he wasn’t mad at them.  

They didn’t need to have guilt; he wasn’t holding it against them.  

They didn’t need to pass the blame onto each other, he had removed the blame.  

They had peace with God. 

They were forgiven. 

 

But that wasn’t just a message for themselves… 

 

Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. (v.21) 

 

The Father sent me to win forgiveness for you. 

The Father sent me here right now to proclaim forgiveness to you. 

I am sending you to proclaim that forgiveness to others. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 

Its mission is to proclaim DIVINE FORGIVENESS that you need. 



 

No other organization has that mission. 

 

Your local gym? Its goal is to get you healthy, more muscular, maybe even a six pack of abs. 

It doesn’t care if you feel guilt for that time you got drunk, flirted with someone, and cheated on your spouse. 

Actually, with all the nice-looking people at the gym, they might be encouraging you to add some more guilt. 

 

Your job? It does not have the goal to remove your guilt. It wants to make money. They might offer you some 

human resource counselor to help you deal with the guilt you have from screaming at your coworkers. 

But they just want you to get back to the job. 

And if being a jerk face helps you get the job done? 

Who needs human resource counselors anyway? 

 

Your political party? It does not care about your guilt. 

In fact, it might even go so far as to concoct their own version of morality in order to make you feel guilty if you 

don’t comply by voting for them. They don’t care about your guilt.  

They use it. 

To get some votes. 

 

The church’s goal is removing your guilt. 

Because it’s God’s goal to remove your guilt. 

The church’s leader died to actually remove your guilt. 

He rose to proclaim your guilt is gone. 

He has given us the mission of proclaiming that forgiveness to you. 

 

Granted, that may not have been your experience. 

The church you have been to before may have seemed unforgiving. 

 

People may have stopped shaking your hand after that anger outburst. 

People may have given you dirty looks after your sin was obvious. 

The pastor may have even told you that you weren’t welcome there anymore. 

 

I’m sorry. 

Will you forgive us? 

 

Because that’s not our mission. 

Our mission is declaring God’s forgiveness in Jesus. 

 

Which… 

In case, I haven’t done that yet today. 

I want to make sure that I do. 

 

Jesus died. 

Jesus rose. 

In him, you are forgiven. 

 

But maybe you’re not struggling with being forgiven… 

Maybe you’re struggling with being forgiving.  

 

How does the church help with that? 

 

II. What about Personal Forgiveness?  
 

There once was a man who owed his boss a lot of money. 

Think sky rocketing prices of the Raleigh housing market lots of money. 



Millions of dollars. 

 

The time came for the C.E.O. to collect payment or the debt. 

He invited in the man and demanded, “Pay me my money back. It’s been months and I haven’t collected even a 

monthly payment. Pay it now or I’ll have you charged with fraud and turn you over to the police to rot in jail.” 

 

The employee didn’t have that kind of money. 

Honestly, he’d never have that kind of money! 

 

He fell on his knees. “Please have mercy! I have a wife and a kid, two dogs and a little cat named Bobo. I’ll keep 

working it off. I promise. Even if it means I’ll be doing it the rest of my life.” 

 

The boss sighed. “I forgive you. You don’t owe me millions of dollars anymore.” 

The man looked up, “Really?” 

The boss looked down, “Really.” 

 

The man jumped to his feet, fist bumped the sky, and did a bit of a shimmy as he danced his way out of the 

C.E.O.’s office. 

 

His debt was forgiven! He was free! 

 

The party was still going on a few hours later. 

The man was at a local pub celebrating with a few buddies, when another coworker walked in. 

 

The man recognized him because that guy owed him about a hundred bucks. 

He threw him against the wall – shaking the dartboard so hard that a few of the feathers fell to the floor. 

“Give me what you owe me or else.” 

 

His buddy fell to his knees. “Please have mercy! I’ll keep working it off. I promise.” 

The employee was wild eyed again. “Never!” He grabbed him by the throat, choked him, and let the bill for his tab 

drop next to his head. 

 

Unfortunately, a few of his coworkers were at the bar that night. They grabbed their cell phones when they 

saw all this happening and recorded the events. Being sure to zoom in on his wild eyed, lack of forgiveness. All to 

get the perfect video to *click* share with the boss. 

 

The next morning the C.E.O. called in his employee. I imagine he came in pretty confidently too. Maybe with a 

smug look on his face at his new found relationship with his boss. “What’s happening boss? Do anything cool last 

night?” He held out his fist for a fist bump. 

 

He didn’t get one. ‘You wicked servant, I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t 

you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you? (v.32-33) 

 

You know what? 

 

I didn’t finalize the cancellation of your debt. 

And I won’t.  

You still owe me. 

 

TRUTH: 

Unforgiveness is WICKED 

 

It is very interesting when the King calls the servant wicked in this parable. It isn’t when he has amassed the debt. 

It’s after his debt has been forgiven and he refuses to forgive the smaller debt. 

 



That’s exactly what God thinks about unforgiveness. 

Not just the servant in the parable. 

But yours too. 

 

You might say, “It isn’t fair, God!” 

They hurt me. 

They deserve to be hurt too. 

 

To which God responds, “Did you want me to be fair?” 

“If that’s the case, I’m about to hold you personally accountable for every sin that you’ve ever done.”  

 

If you’d rather God didn’t do that, friends, that’s one of the reasons you need church. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 

Because we need MOTIVATION for FORGIVENESS 

 

Unforgiveness is one of the hardest things for a person to reframe on their own. 

Usually because when someone hurts you, you’d can’t help but think about that moment they hurt you. 

 

The result? 

You just get angrier and angrier. 

 

You need someone to help you refocus. 

 

I’m antsy when it comes to our personal budget. I don’t like to go over. 

 

Sometimes I get really frantic while I’m doing it, because in our clothing category we’ve gone over by $1.27. 

I highlight the spread sheet line. 

I put it in red. 

I bold, italicize and underline.  

Julianna! Look what we did. 

 

Then, she calmly takes the mouse, scrolls it down and shows me the extra $100 gift we got from a relative. 

 

And…I no longer feel so antsy. 

 

Church does the same thing. 

 

When you are highlighting, italicizing, and underlining someone’s sin against us, church refocuses you. 

 

It reminds you of your sin. 

It reminds you of your Savior. 

It reminds you that God has given you so much grace… 

 

Why not give grace to others? 

 

And forgive. 

 

III. A Safe Place to Practice 
 

But church doesn’t just give you reason to forgive. 

It gives you opportunity to do so. 

 

Have you heard about the Corinthian church? They had some issues. 

 



They were divisions among them. 

They were getting drunk on the Lord’s Supper. 

They were struggling with believing whether or not Jesus really came back to life. 

 

But perhaps one of the starkest and most obvious wrongs was that fact that one of their church members was 

sinning and no one said anything about it? 

 

The sin? 

 

He wasn’t being greedy. 

Nor was he being grouchy. 

It wasn’t even gossip. 

 

He was sleeping with his mother-in-law! 

 

Paul wrote them a letter. In this letter, he tells them to reprimand the man, to tell him what he’s doing is sinful, 

and to tell them that if he won’t repent of his sin – they’ll have to remove him from the visible church. 

 

Because he will have already removed himself from it. 

 

They warn him. 

He doesn’t listen. 

They remove him from the church. 

 

But then, the man repents. 

He realizes his wrong. 

He moves into a single apartment. 

He asks for forgiveness. 

 

But now the church wasn’t giving it.  

They didn’t let him back in. 

They avoided him.  

They were embarrassed by him. 

 

Enter 2nd Corinthians. It is a second letter from Pastor Paul with another command. 

Forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

 

Stop referring to him as that guy who slept with his mom. 

But as God’s forgiven child. 

 

Stop telling him the church wasn’t for him. 

But tell him that it wasn’t complete without him. 

 

Stop keeping him outside the walls of the gathering space. 

But save him a spot right next to you. 

 

These people had an opportunity to practice the very forgiveness they preached – and they were missing it. 

 

WHY CHURCH? 

To practice FORGIVENESS 

 

In a very practical, actual, literal way… 

Church provides you the opportunity to practice forgiveness. 

 

If you stay at home by yourself and don’t ‘church’ with anyone else, then no one will hurt you. 



(Or at least, no church people will hurt you.) 

 

But that’s too bad. 

Because you’ll be missing out on a chance to practice the forgiveness that you believe in. 

 

You need to be by others so that you can practice forgiveness. 

 

I suppose that why they call church a family. 

 

Family are some of the closest people in your life. 

There is also no one in your life that you will sin more against than your family. 

Why? 

 

Sheer proximity. 

 

Similary, the more connected you are to your church family. 

The more you can expect them to sin against you. 

Because of sheer proximity. 

 

But… 

Because it’s your church family… 

There’s no one who will show you more Jesus’ like forgiveness than your church family. 

 

Show each other Jesus. 

Stay connected to church 

 

Amen. 

 


