
Service 
Why Church? 

 

We are on week four of our sermon series called WHY CHURCH? The goal is to come up with godly reasons why 

God wants us to stay connected to a church. We have ten reasons so far… 

 

1. We CAN meet with Jesus 

2. To keep our faith UNWAVERING 

3. To ENCOURAGE each other 

4. The Day is coming SOON 

5. Its mission is GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

6. For MOTIVATION to forgive others 

7. To PRACTICE forgiveness 

8. Its leaders EXIST to UNITE you with Jesus. 

9. It’s TRICKY out there. 

10. Its members naturally HOLD together 

 

That is officially for a blog article. 

Click bait. 

 

But the hits just keep on coming. 

 

Today we will discuss even more reasons to stay connected to a church. Before we begin, a prayer: O Lord, 

strengthen us by the truth. Your word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to see; open our 

ears to hear what you want us to hear. Open our hearts to believe what you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. Church & Earthly Glory 
 

Today’s lesson is from Matthew 20. It is an impromptu church meeting. 

 

Not in the fellowship hall. 

Nor in the sanctuary. 

Not even on ZOOM. 

 

But the streets. 

 

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons, kneeling… “Promise that in your kingdom 

these two sons of mine may sit, one on your right hand and one on your left hand.” (Matthew 20:20-21) 

 

Zebedee’s sons are James and John. These are two of Jesus’ group of three inner circle disciples. 

 

Their mom approaches Jesus and falls to her knees. 

It’s a way of showing respect to her king. 

 

Jesus, my humble request is that give my humble, fishermen’s-salary-raised boys a chance to shine. 

Give them an important place in your kingdom. 

Something simple. 

 

Like vice president. 

Or maybe secretary of State. 

 

As long as they have an office with a view. 



 

By the way, this isn’t just mom embarrassing James and John… 

They are there with her. 

Letting her speak for them. 

 

Maybe even happy that she’s speaking for them. 

 

Jesus understood that this was really their question. He responded, “You, (plural) do not know what you (Plural) 

are asking. Are you (Plural) able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” (v.22) 

 

Jesus’ language implies that his disciples had a different view of his kingdom than he did. 

 

They thought he would overrun the Roman government. 

Jesus came to overrun sin. 

 

They thought he would set up a new Judean kingship. 

Jesus came to rule in people’s hearts. 

 

They thought he would gain them earthly glory. 

Jesus came to gain them heavenly glory. 

 

They thought that a cup was a cup. (You fill it with water or wine or Dr. Pepper.) 

Jesus knew that his cup was filled with death. 

 

Consider what he’s asking those who want to sit at God’s right hand… 

Are you, James and John, able to drink the cup of the Holy LORD’s eternal, bloody wrath against sin? 

 

James and John look at one another. 

 

“Um? We think so.” 

 

The disciples still aren’t getting it. 

But Jesus keeps going. 

 

“You will indeed drink my cup…” Not that they would die as a substitute for the sins of others, but they would 

suffer, even die, as a result of sharing the message of how Jesus died as a substitute for the sins of others. 

 

Jesus continues, “…but to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather these places 

belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” (v.23) 

 

What exactly Jesus means and who exactly those seats are reserved for is a bit of a mystery to scholars. 

And me. 

 

But one thing about this interaction is NOT… 

 

WHY CHURCH? 
Not for Earthly Glory 

 

A Seminary professor once said, “Be wary of one who is overly excited to be a leader in that church.” 

 

He then went on to tell the story of a guy named “Bob,” who had been so very excited to join his church. Bob 

had taken him out for lunch. (An expensive lunch.) He footed the bill. He had paid for him to get to a local ball 

game. He had bought him a gift card to a local restaurant. Even offered to pay for his kids to have a 

babysitter. 

 

After a few months of these gifts, he asked the pastor if he thought he should run for church president. 



The pastor said, “Bob. I appreciate you. You are a huge blessing. I think that’s something we could look into in 

the future, but for now – Let’s keep growing in Jesus.” 

 

Bob disagreed. 

 

He badmouthed the pastor. 

He badmouthed the other candidate. 

He campaigned for himself in the fellowship hall. 

He sent emails. 

He shouted at the meetings. 

 

And the church became divided. 

All because this guy wanted earthly glory. 

 

Maybe this is a reason that so many have become disconnected from church in 2021. 

 

Over the pandemic, people couldn’t network like they did before. 

They couldn’t make connections. 

They couldn’t build their business in church. 

They couldn’t ask for financial help. 

 

If they served in church, there were less people to see them serve. 

As a result, there was less earthly glory. 

If they did something worthy of getting their name on the bulletin, well…they weren’t even printing 

bulletins! 

 

Since church wasn’t fulfilling their need for earthly glory, there was no reason to be a part of it. 

 

I pray that isn’t you. 

 

Because earthly glory was never a promise for believers. 

 

In fact, believers drink of the cup that Jesus drank. 

 

That cup is not filled with popularity, better jobs, or career growth. 

It isn’t filled with fame, fortune, and a grand Instagram following. 

 

It’s filled with… 

 

Unpopularity. 

Ridicule. 

Suffering on earth. 

 

There’s more. 

An aftertaste. 

 

Of Eternal life. Salvation. Peace in heaven. 

 

II. Church & Heavenly Glory 
 

When the other ten disciples heard…they were angry with the two brothers. (v.24) 

 

How dare you ask Jesus that? 

Didn’t you know that Jesus wouldn’t reserve those spots for you? 

He has them reserved for me? 

Tell ‘em, Jesus. 

 

Jesus said, “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 



authority over them.” (v.26) 

 

You’ve seen the Roman soldiers abusing their authority. 

You’ve heard the Roman governments edicts that aren’t kind to their subjects. 

Matthew, you remember the culture of tax collecting. 

And Simon the Zealot, this is why you were so politically zealous in the first place? 

 

“Not so with you. Instead whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first among you will be your slave -just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:26-28) 

 

Remember who is speaking. 

It’s Jesus. 

Jesus is God. 

 

There is no one greater. 

He is the greatest. 

Because he is the definition of greatness. 

 

And the one who is the definition of greatness is very different from the world’s definition. 

 

His definition of greatness… 

 

It’s the servant, scrubbing dishes while his employers relax with some wine. 

It’s the slave, cleaning out the muddy stables so that his master’s horse might have a kinder day. 

It’s him, the Savior of the world, enslaving himself to our sins and serving up his life on a cross. 

 

He died for all our selfish desires for earthly glory. 

He rose to give you heavenly glory. 

And you have that heavenly glory in him. 

 

With that heavenly glory… 

What else do we need? 

 

But… 

 

WHY CHURCH? 
To Serve 

 

This is the exact opposite of every retail store in America. 

If you walk into a store in America, you expect some customer service. 

You want the employee to ask you, “How can I help?” 

 

I can’t remember the last time I walked into Home Depot and one of the associates said to me, “Can you 

direct me to the nearest band saw?” 

 

Church is not a retail store. 

Church is different. 

 

It isn’t a place for you to get customer service. 

It’s a place for you to give customer service. 

 

We serve in worship. 

Serving on the hospitality. 

Cleaning up after worship. 

Preparing worship folders. 

Passing out cookies. 

Hanging out with kids. 



Encouraging others with conversation about them. 

 

We serve at Precious Lambs. 

Helping kids stay safe during the pandemic. 

Providing high level care for parents. 

Asking coworkers if they need help with that dirty diaper. 

Building up piles of mulch in the hot August, NC sun so kids can get that mulch in their shoes and cause the 

playground to need mulch all over again. 

 

We serve in the community. 

Collecting food. 

Cleaning the block. 

Collecting school backpacks. 

Giving monetary gifts to help those in need. 

Going out of our way to make people feel welcomed at worship. 

 

III. Serving Together 
 

But you might be thinking. 

 

Fair enough. I should serve. 

But why do I need church to do that? 

Why don’t I just do it by myself over here in a corner? 

 

I want to flip to a different portion of Scripture. This is from the book of Romans chapter twelve, 

By the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought, 

but think in a way that results in sound judgment, as God distributed a measure of faith to each of you. 

For we have many members in one body, and not all the members have the same function. In the same 

way, though we are many, we are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. (Romans 

12:3-6) 

 

This is the body illustration that we visited last weekend. 

Christ is our head. 

We are his body. 

Each of us is part of his body. 

 

But body parts have different functions. 

 

You don’t see through your toes. You see through your eyes. 

You don’t hear with your hands, but your ears. 

You don’t smell with your elbow, but with your nose. 

 

Each body part is designed to serve the body in a different way. 

Each of you are designed to serve the body of Christ in a different way. 

 

We have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us. If the gift is prophecy, do it in 

complete agreement with the faith. If it is serving, then serve. If it is teaching, then teach. If it is 

encouraging, then encourage. If it is contributing, be generous. If it is leadership, be diligent. If it is 

showing mercy, do it cheerfully. (v.7-8) 

 

We could modernize the list! 

 

If your skill is creating artsy Bible passage JPEGS, create artsy Bible passage JPEGS. 

If it is sending encouraging Facebook messages, send encouraging Facebook messages. 

If it’s playing acoustic guitar, play acoustic guitar. 

if it’s arranging PPT slides, arrange PPT slides. 

If sanitizing and cleaning any germs, sanitize and clean the germs! 

If it’s adjusting audio via iPad tablet, adjust audio via iPad tablet. 



 

Regardless of your skill, talent, or gift. 

Don’t keep your skill, talent, or gift to yourself. 

 

Instead? 

 

WHY CHURCH? 
To Serve Together 

 

When we serve together, we can do so much more! 

 

This past week was the new year of school for Precious Lambs. We held an open house and met with some 

new families and children who will part of the school this year. 

 

I got to meet someone at the door. 

She had recently moved to the area with her son. 

She couldn’t believe she got into the school. 

 

I said, “God must really love you and your Son. Not just ‘cause he got you into the school, but cause he lived 

perfectly for you, died innocently for you, and rose triumphantly to free you from all your sin. And now he 

is giving you a chance to hear that each day.” 

 

She teared up. “I needed to hear that.” 

 

Understand: I’m not the reason that person got to hear about Jesus that day. 

 

We all are. 

 

A lead teacher had done an excellent job calming her fears of leaving the child for the day 

Assistant teachers did an excellent job greeting her and welcoming her to the school. 

Volunteers did great work preparing the playground. 

Our admin communicated with her in order to help her get into the school. 

Our school committee crunched to allow us to stay open and at an affordable price. 

Your gifts of money had allowed the building to be open, fully staffed with teachers, and even give a 

scholarship to allow her to afford it. 

 

Y’all are proving God’s point. 

 

In church we serve. 

But we serve better when we serve together. 

And we serve best when together we serve the message of Jesus. 

 

God help us serve together and Plant the Message of Jesus in North Raleigh, Durham, and beyond! 

 

Amen. 


