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Real Hope 

I went shopping on Black Friday. I had found a few gifts for the holiday season and was taking them to the 

rather long line at the checkout counter. 

 

The sweet notes of Christmas music were playing in the background. 

The smells of Christmas potpourri was in the air. 

All over the mellow white lights of a nearby Christmas display. 

 

But this was interrupted. 

 

From the front of the line, a rather angry woman began shouting at the register attendant, “This was supposed to 

be 20%! You’re telling me that it isn’t?” 

 

The attendant calmly explained, “Ma’am, this must have been put back into the wrong section. This item is not 

under that sale.” 

 

The woman shouted back, “How dare you! Y’all are liars!?! It said 20% off and I want 20% off.” 

“I’m sorry ma’am. This is part of our sale system. There’s nothing I can do.” 

 

“Nothing you can do! No wonder. You’re worthless. You’re a beep, beep, beepity, beep.” 

“Ma’am. I’m sorry you’re upset. Would you like to put this item back?” 

 

“Nah. Whatever I’ll pay for it. I need it. No thanks to you and this…(more swears).” 

 

The register attendant rang up the total. 

It cost a solid $2.04 more than it would have with the sale. 

 

The woman paid it, jammed her item into the shopping bag and rushed out of the store while muttering under her 

breath. As she walked out, she passed by a beautiful mellow sign that was part of the Christmas display: 

 

PEACE. 

 

Peace is another longed-for component for the holiday season. 

But how do you find peace that’s real? 

 

And will last. 

 

Even if the item isn’t on sale. 

 

We’re studying God’s Word today for the answer. Before we do, a prayer: Lord, strengthen us by the truth. Your 

word is the truth. Open our eyes to see what you want us to see; open our ears to hear what you want us to 

hear; and open our hearts to believe what you would have us believe. Amen. 

 

I. King Ahaz & the Short-Lived Peace 
 

The Scriptures we will be looking at come from the book of Isaiah. Isaiah was a prophet who lived around 700 

A.D. during the reign of Ahaz, king of Judah. 

 

At the time of chapter 8, the country of Judah was in political crisis. Pekah, king of Israel, and Rezin, King of Aram 

attacked Judah. They killed over 120,000 Jewish soldiers and carried 200,000 slaves. 

 

That’s not a lot of peace. 



 

King Ahaz did some political maneuvering. He made an alliance with the violent nation of Assyria. They had 

recently begun a campaign of conquering and destruction. In 722 B.C. the Assyrians massacred the Israelite army 

and destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel. 

 

Ahaz and the people of Judah were untouched. 

 

Things were peaceful. 

 

Ahaz could sit out on his palace porch. 

Eat some grapes. 

Take a nap. 

 

Or so he thought… 

Because these people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah, and they rejoice in Rezin and in 

Remaliah’s son, therefore, the Lord is now about to bring against them the mighty floodwaters of the River, 

that is, the king of Assyria in all his glory. (Isaiah 8:6-7) 

Rezin was the aforementioned king of Aram who was destroyed by the Assyrians. 

Remaliah was another name for Pekah, king of Israel, who was also destroyed by the Assyrians. 

“They” - Ahaz and the people of Judah - were rejoicing at the destruction of their enemies. 

 

But the people hadn’t just rejoiced, they had rejected the waters of Shiloh. 

 

Shiloah was a gently, flowing river. 

A lazy river. 

The kind of river that you might sit next two in a lawn chair and write poetry until you fell asleep. 

 

It was a river that brought real peace. 

 

But Ahaz had rejected that peaceful river. Instead, he chose the mighty Euphrates River. One that had its start in 

Assyria. 

 

The Euphrates isn’t peaceful. 

It’s like a level 5 white water rapids. 

It takes every fiber of your being to make sure that you aren’t swept away. 

 

What’s this all got to do with peace? 

 

Quite simply – Ahaz had looked for peace in the wrong place. 

Rather than turning to the Lord; Ahaz had looked to the Assyrian army. 

An army like a mighty floodwater that would soon turn on Judah and flood it with. 

 

We’ve got to be sure we aren’t looking for the wrong kind of peace. 

 

II. The Wrong Kind of Peace 
 

What exactly is the wrong kind of peace? There are three different types that became apparent in this section. 

That I think are also huge temptations in 2021. 

 

1) Earthly Peace 
 

This is what Ahaz did! He didn’t turn to a heavenly king for peace, but an earthly king. He just needed a treaty 

from his neighboring politician and that’s what gave him peace. 

 

It didn’t last. 



 

Earthly peace never lasts. 

 

In fact, get this! 

 

In chapter seven, God actually came to Ahaz and gave Ahaz permission to ask for a miraculous sign to give him 

confidence that God would protect him from the Assyrians. 

 

What a request! He could have asked for anything. 

 

Make a cow fly over my head. 

Turn all of the fig trees into Reece’s Peanut Butter cup trees. 

Give me super-human strength to throw my throne across the palace floor. 

 

But Ahaz didn’t ask for anything. 

He didn’t need God’s help. 

The size of his ego was astonishing 

 

This is especially tempting at Christmas. We think earthly peace is the highest version of peace. 

 

But therein lies the problem. 

 

We are finding peace in things that will eventually end. 

 

If you find peace listening to the Bing Crosby song, eventually he gets to the final note. 

If you find peace eating a chocolate bon bon, eventually the tin is out. 

If you find peace smelling the Yankee Candle “Christmas Eve Dreams”, eventually the wick gets burnt up. 

 

If you find peace in the money you have to give gifts… 

Or peace in the job you have to provide the money for those gifts… 

Or peace in the health you have to work that job you have to provide the money for those gifts… 

 

That might last this Christmas season. 

 

But it might not. 

 

And it won’t last you always. 

 

Earthly peace always ends. 

 

But if Ahaz was looking to earthly things for peace, wait till you see where some of his people were looking. as bad 

at where some of his people were looking for peace. 

 

When they tell you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who whisper and mutter,” shouldn’t a people 

consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? (Isaiah 8:19) 

 

Psychics and mediums were very common in the Ancient world. These people would set up shop. 

They offer sacrifices. They’d burn chemicals. They’d attempt to connect with demons and the dead. 

 

This was apparently at a height during the time of the Aramean/Israeli occupation of Judah. The people didn’t 

have any peace about the future. So, they went to psychics to help them find it. 

 

Does this line on my hand mean that everything will turn out alright? 

Can I speak with my dead grandpa about this war through the crystal ball? 

This Tarot card just turned up the devil. I can trust him. Right? 

 

Perhaps those types of things aren’t as big of an issue in a modern, educated city. 



Especially in a church filled with God’s people. 

I don’t preach this sermon assuming that many of you just got done with your morning Satanic ritual. 

 

But that doesn’t mean the warning isn’t important. 

 

2) Satanic Peace 
 
There’s a dark side to Christmas. It doesn’t involve obvious worship of Satan. 

But it involves people turning to the things of Satan for peace. 

 

Seven spiked egg nogs at seven percent proof. Surely, peace is at the bottom of this shot? 

Xmas themed x-rated videos. This person isn’t as non-peaceful as my spouse. 

Anonymous social media trolling. If I can’t have peace, neither can anyone else. 

Flirty text messages with virtual mistle toe to my secretary – who is not the woman I’m married to. 

A party where everyone’s so high at least they aren’t arguing. 

I’m not ready for the baby in my womb. I’ll bet this pill will solve all my problems and bring me peace. 

 

Like earthly peace, satanic peace won’t last. 

Unlike earthly peace, satanic peace will only add anxiety. 

 

More guilt. 

More shame. 

Did anyone find out? 

Does anyone know? 

Did God find out? 

Does God know? 

 

I’ve seen it. In counseling. With so many. 

 

Broken marriages. 

Broken families. 

Broken friendship. 

Broken people. 

 

All because the devil promised peace. 

And brought destruction. 

 

Don’t turn to him for peace. 

 

The people of God should not turn to the one who hates God. They should have turned somewhere else for 

peace. Scripture says this, “To the law and to the testimony! If people do not speak according to this word, 

there will be no dawn for them. (8:20) 

 

Because the Law tells you how to have peace. 

 

Honor your father and mother. You won’t get in trouble, and you can play with your new Lego set peacefully. 

Don’t commit adultery. Your spouse will trust you and you won’t have any anxiety when they login to your phone. 

Don’t gossip. Your friends won’t turn against you, and you won’t be worried about getting into an awkward 

conversation with the person you gossiped about at church. 

Don’t get drunk. And you won’t wake up confused and nervous about whatever relationship you messed up the 

night before. 

Don’t steal. And you will have no worries that the police will come after you! 

 

Keep the Law and things will be peaceful for you. 

But don’t think that keeping the law will bring you real peace. 



 

If you do, you’ll only be the deadliest peace of all. 

 

3) The Pharisaic Peace 
 

Years later in Judah, things were much different. 

 

There were not temples to false gods. 

There were not lots of psychics. 

There were not lots of devil worshipers. 

 

There were people who knew the Law. 

They lived their lives according to the Law. 

In fact, they had even added to the Law to achieve new levels of peace. 

 

They cut their beards to a certain length in according to the Law. 

They measured out not just 10% of their income, but 10% of the salt in their saltshakers according to the Law. 

They swore not just by the altar of God, but by the gold that they had offered on top of the altar of God. 

 

They thought they were at peace because they fashioned themselves perfect doers of God’s Word. 

And then some. 

 

But that’s not how Jesus saw it. 

 

Woe to you, experts in the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs that appear 

beautiful on the outside, but on the inside are full of dead people’s bones and every kind of uncleanness. In 

the same way, on the outside you seem righteous to people, but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 

wickedness. (Mt. 23:27-28) 
 

You think you have peace. 

But you don’t. 

 

You think you are at peace with God. 

But he is at war with you. 

 

If you think you have peace with God because of the “good things” you do, you’re so very wrong. 

And so very much missing the point. 

 

You might feel peaceful. 

But you don’t have peace. 

Not real peace. 

Because you don’t have God’s peace. 

 

III. The Prince of Peace 
 

Do you remember when God offered to give a sign to King Ahaz? King Ahaz stubbornly refused and God 

absolutely called him out on it. 

 

But God still offered a sign. 

A sign that there would be peace. 

 

Not so much for King Ahaz. 

As for us. 

 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son and name him Immanuel. (7:14) 

 

For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. 



The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. 

He will be named...Prince of Peace. (9:6) 

 

TRUTH: Real peace is in JESUS 

 

He was the one born of a virgin. 

He is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. 

He is the one who came to bring us peace. 

 

He is the prince of peace! 

He led the charge into battle. 

 

He defeated sin. 

He defeated guilt. 

He defeated shame. 

 

He defeated our sin. 

He defeated our guilt. 

He defeated our shame. 

 

He defeated your sin. 

He defeated your guilt. 

He defeated your shame. 

 

In Jesus, all the times you turned to earthly peace rather than God’s peace have been forgiven. 

In Jesus, all the times you turned to Satanic peace rather than God’s peace have been forgiven. 

In Jesus, all the times you turned to Pharisaic peace rather than God’s peace have been forgiven. 

 

Jesus is the prince of peace. 

 

Make him your peace. 

 

On the one hand, we do that proactively. We start off our days in Jesus so that we start off our days in his peace. 

 

The other day I woke up late and only shortly before Daniela did. When she was up, she immediately was 

requesting to listen to some music. Specifically, one of the songs from the new movie Encanto. So, I played that 

song from the new movie Encanto for her. 

 

And… 

 

I had it stuck in my head all. Day. Long. 

 

The way you start your day affects your day. 

 

If you start your day by getting on your phone and scrolling through the news feed filled with angry comments 

and bad news, don’t be surprised if you wake up without any peace. 

 

Start your day in Jesus. 

Even during Christmas. 

 

Read some Scripture. 

Meditate on some Scripture. 

Listen to a devotion on some Scripture. 

 

If you want to start your day in peace, you’ve got to start your day with the Prince of Peace. 

 

Proactively. 



 

But sometimes non peaceful things pop up out of nowhere. 

In a sinful world, that’s to be expected. 

 

The temptation is to find peace somewhere else. 

 

At the local bar. 

In a screaming match. 

Retreating to the endless scrolling on your phone. 

 

Don’t do that. 

 

Make Jesus your peace reactively. 

 

One of the ways you can do this is you can have a peace of Scripture hand – maybe written on a piece of paper or 

written in your mind. Then, when the non-peaceful thing happens you run to that peace of Scripture and think 

about it. Pray about it. Meditate on it. 

 

Imagine it’s your lunch break. You’ve only got a certain amount of time and you wanted to head to the Crabtree 

mall. You try to find a parking spot, but people going the opposite direction keep beating you to it. 

 

You finally park, but are serenaded to the entrance by a racket of honking horns. You come upon the Pandora 

jewelry store and find a line that’s long enough it’s wrapped clear around the corner. 

 

You get into what you think is the line. Only to find out from the angry woman behind you that the line starts a 

few people beyond her. 

 

You feel anxious. 

You lack peace. 

 

So… 

 

You take a moment. 

For to us a child is born…That “us,” includes me. God sees me and cares about me. Even if no one else cares how 

their actions are affecting me in this mall, he does. 

 

To us a son is given… Talk about gifts. He gave up his only Son to make me His child. Wow. He went through so 

much to give me this gift. 

 

The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He’s in control. Even right now. There’s a reason I’m stuck back 

here at the end of the line. 

 

He will be named...Prince of Peace. Because whether I get this charm bracelet or not will not change whether or 

not I have God’s peace. 

 

I am forgiven. 

I am his. 

I am peaceful. 

 

This is real peace. 

Peace that exists even when things aren’t peaceful. 

Peace that comes from the prince of peace. 

 

Amen. 


